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Chanukah in 
Beis Chayeinu
Chabadinfo photographer's spent all eight days 
of Chanukah 5784 with a camera in hand, 
capturing all of the goings on in and around 
770 and NYC. 
Now they presents a summary album of the 50 
most special moments of this Chanukah with 
the Rebbe MH"M.

From national capitals and Shuls to city centers and Jewish 
homes, Millions of Jews proudly celebrated Chanukah this 
year - despite the security situation in Eretz Yisroel and 

heightened Anti-Semitism - Jewish pride has never been greater 
this Chanukah.
Over the holiday, Thousands of the Rebbe’s loyal Shluchim and 
Shluchos led public menorah lightings in their capitals, cities and 
town squares, bringing the light of Chanukah to millions of Jews 
and non-Jews.
Our editors have created a summary of the most unique Chanukah 
events of 5784 as covered on Chabadinfo this past week:

From 770 To 
Gaza: Millions 
Proudly Celebrate 
Chanukah Across 
The Globe
By Chabadinfo Reporter



Mayor Adams Hosts 
Chanukah Party at Gracie 
Mansion
New York City Mayor Eric Adams hosted 
hundreds of community leaders for a 
Chanukah gathering at Gracie Mansion 
Tuesday night where he decried the rise 
of antisemitism and presented the fami-
lies of Israeli hostages held by the 
Hamas terrorists and issued a demand 
for their releases.
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Annual Menorah 
Parade Brings 
Light To NYC
The annual New York 
Menorah Parade took 
place on Motzei 
Shabbos, with over 
300 Menorah-topped 
cars and 60 Mitzvah 
Tanks leaving from 
770 en route to 
Manhattan, and then 
to NYC’s neighbor-
hoods to spread the 
light of Chanukah.

French President Emmanuel 
Macron Joins in Historic 
Menorah Lighting
For the first time in French History, and 
its long-held positions on secularism, the 
President of France Emmanuel Macron 
joined in a Menorah Lighting on Thurs-
day night, the first night of Chanukah in 
the the ballroom of the Elysee Palace.
The Menorah lighting took place during 
an award ceremony on Thursday – at 
which Macron was handed a prize for his 
stance against anti-Semitism by France’s 
Chief Rabbi Chaim Korsia, on behalf of 
the Conference of European Rabbis.
The chief Rabbi said the three Brachos 
and lit the first candle of a menorah, as 
Macron looked on.
The special ceremony was attended by 
European Rabbonim adn Dayanim, 
along with community presidents and 
heads of Jewish organizations. Also par-
ticipating in the ceremony were the 
French Ministers of Foreign A�airs and 
Education.

Ukrainian President Meets with 
Shluchim, Celebrates Chanukah

On the occasion of the beginning of 
the Jewish holiday of Chanukah, 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and 

Chabad Shluchim took part in the Chanukah 
candle lighting ceremony
Chief Rabbi of Dnipro Shmuel Kaminetsky lit 
the large central candle of the Chanukah and 
recited the blessing in Hebrew. After that, a 
single icon lamp was lit on the Chanukah.
For his part, Volodymyr Zelenskyy congratu-
lated the Jewish community on Chanukah. 
“This holiday is about the victory of the human 
spirit. And that’s the most important. I wish all 
of you, us, and everyone who is always on the 
side of light, on the side of Ukraine and its 
people, on the side of life – Happy Chanukah 
and victory.”
The ceremony was attended by: 
Chairman of the FJCU of Ukraine 
Meir Stambler, Deputy Chairman of 
the FJCU Rabbi Raphael Rutman; 
Chief Rabbi of Kyiv Moshe Azman; 
Chief Rabbi of Lviv Mordechai 
Bald; Chief Rabbi of Uzhhorod Me-
nachem Mendel Wilhelm, Chief 
Rabbi of Zhytomyr Shlomo Wil-
helm, Chief Rabbi of Odesa Avro-
hom Wollf, Chief Rabbi of Kryvyi 

Rih Leron Ederi, Chief Rabbi of Dnipro 
Shmuel Kaminetsky, Chief Rabbi of Kharkiv 
Moshe Moskovitz, Chief Rabbi of Sumy Ye-
chiel Levitansky, Chief Rabbi of Beit Men-
achem Chabad Synagogue (Kyiv) Jonathan 
Markovitch.
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Mitzvah Tanks Bring Light 
& Hope To Israel’s Northern Border
A “brigade” of Mitzvah Tank went to Israel’s Northern Border to bring Cha-
nukah to IDF soldiers stationed there.
The director of the Mitzva Tank o§ce, Rabbi Dovid Nachshon and Rabbi 
Shlomo Margulis gave a briefing to the Tankistim.  They went through the 
Galilee towards the border, bringing the soldiers Chanukah candles and 
guides, as well as much-needed joy and hope.

Israeli Defense Minister Lights 
Menorah at IDF Headquarters

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Ofen, 
Shliach to Israeli security person-
nel paid  a Chanukah visit to the 
IDF headquarters in Tel Aviv, in 
which Defense Minister Yoav 
Gallant lit the Chanukah candles 
together with the IDF chiefs.
Rabbi Ofen spoke the Rebbe’s 
message about Chanukah with 
the IDF chiefs and in this spirit 
there will be victory in this war 
against our enemies.

Chanukah in Gaza: IDF 
Soldiers Bring Light To 
The Darkest of Places
Lubavitcher soldiers in the IDF erected a number of 
Menorah's in the the heart of the Gaza Strip, bringing 
a light to a place of terrible darkness.



6

AT THE KOSEL SDEROT, ERETZ YISROEL TZFAS, ERETZ YISROEL

Smolensk, Russia Manila, Phillipines Ei�el Tower, Paris, France

MARINE PARK, NY Queens, NY Livingston, NJ

Cincinnati, OH Nairobi, Namibia Kiev Ukraine

CHANUKAH ROUNDUP
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NO CHILD 
SHOULD MISS 

CHANUKAH GELT

ב"ה

Chanukah is a time of joy and giving. But for 
some children, Chanukah gelt is lacking.

Your donation can bring the light of joy to these children, 
ensuring they too celebrate with happiness.

SCAN TO HELP A CHILD 
THIS CHANUKAH:
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THIS CHANUKAH, 
LIGHT UP THEIR LIVES
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Join us in ensuring every family in our 
community experiences the joy and 
warmth of Chanukah.
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Rabbi Shmuel Teichman was a member of the “Kevutza” from Eretz Yisrael learn-
ing for a year at 770, when the long-awaited announcement of “Didon Notzach” 
came on a cold winter day and sent 770 into a warm joyous frenzy. Each year, he 

and his fellow Kevutza friends gather for a farbrengen on this day, and this time Beis Moshi-
ach’s Menachem Ziegelbaum joined the Farbrengen.

“It says in Tanya that every year a new light de-
scends to the world such as was never in the world 
before. So too, the light of Hei Teves is revealed each 
year in a greater fashion than in previous years,” says 
Rabbi Shmuel Teichman of Anash in Kiryat Malal-
chi.

“You can see how, from year to year, the inyan of 
Hei Teves gets stronger. It says that until a person is 
forty he does not apprehend the knowledge of his 
teacher. In Chassidus it explains that the teacher 
provides for his student with a constricted �ow of 
intellect so that the student can understand the larg-
er idea, but the teaching actually includes in a con-
cealed state the entire depth of the matter. Over the 
years, through the e�orts of the student, the student 
can �nally plumb the depth of the knowledge of his 
teacher.

“I think that this is also true for Hei Teves. We 
see that from year to year the idea of Hei Teves, the 
Yom Tov of the sefarim, the Rebbe’s Yom Tov, be-
comes more luminous, more revealed and more 
internalized by us and the entire world.

“You can see that the printing and sale of sifrei 
Chassidus, publishing them in easy to understand 
language, and the learning of Chassidus by tens of 
thousands of Jews of all backgrounds and ages, in-
creases more and more every year in an unprece-
dented way. I have no explanation for it except it’s 
the work of the Rebbe and a greater revelation of 
the light of Hei Teves every year.”

The Morning Of Hei Teves
R’ Shmuel was a bachur on Kevutza the year 

of the original Hei Teves celebration. Along with 
his friends he had the privilege of celebrating 
those days of light in the court of the Rebbe, and 
to experience the lofty experiences of those days.

�ose experiences are with him till today and 
every year his house takes on a festive air for the great 
day. For fourteen years now he has been hosting his 
friends from Kevutza 5747 on this special day and 
they learn and farbreng through the night, reminisc-
ing and strengthening the feelings of hiskashrus to 
the Rebbe as well as everything connected with the 
episode of the sefarim, their redemption and 
strengthening hiskashrus to the Rebbe.

Tuesday, the day “ki tov” was doubled. Hei Teves 
5747.

A few minutes after Nigleh seder began in Chovev-
ei Torah, someone entered and shouted, “Didon Not-
zach!” We went to 770 and danced on the sidewalk 

outside the Rebbe’s room until Mincha. Mincha was 
held downstairs with the Yom Tov niggun.

After Mincha the Rebbe spoke: As the Alter Rebbe 
said, we need to live with the times, and as the Mittel-
er Rebbe, the then guide of the younger Chassidim, 
explained it, it means living with the parsha of the 
week. �e Rebbe stressed that “without Yosef no man 
raised his hand and foot” – “and the spirit of Yaakov 
their father was revived,” i.e. the Rebbe Nesi Doreinu. 
And all this in a way of “his enemies too will make 
peace with him.” One of the main complaints was that 
the sefarim are not being used to spread the wellsprings 
and the lesson from this is we need to learn more Chas-
sidus and spread Chassidus, and the entire ‘descent’ was 
for a the sake of an ‘ascent,’ “and according to the pain 
is the reward.”

(From the diary of R’ Shmuel Teichman)
Can you describe how you felt that day?
During those years, the talmidim on Kevutza 

learned in the zal of Yeshivas Chovevei Torah. It was 
after breakfast and we had started learning as we did 
every day. Suddenly someone came in, I think it was 
Yossi Lipkin, and he shouted “Didon Notzach!” We 
immediately closed our Gemaras and ran ecstatical-
ly to 770. Musicians soon arrived and we danced in 
770 and on the street outside for several hours and 
drank plenty of l’chaims until Mincha.

�e Rebbe came down for Mincha to the big zal, 
a rarity that year, which only intensi�ed the festive 
feeling that day. After Mincha, the Rebbe said a si-
cha in the course of which he referred to the uplift-
ed feeling.

At the time, were you able to truly understand 
the magnitude of “Didon Notzach”?

At the time, there was great exuberance and you 
lived the joy in the moment. As the years go by, and 
you mature, the essence of the day penetrates all the 
more deeply and is internalized in a more authentic 
fashion, and you have a greater appreciation of the 
greatness of what Hei Teves is about.

Special Days
Wednesday, 6 Teves 5747
When the Rebbe returned from the Ohel, we dav-

ened Mincha and Maariv and then the Rebbe said a 
sicha. He said that everyone should write his name and 
his mother’s name (and bring money for the pidyon 
nefesh separately) and it would be read at the tziyun 
of the Rebbe, his father-in-law. And in any place that 
had kivrei tzaddikim they should do likewise; at the 
Meoras HaMachpela, since all [Jewish] cemeteries in 

the 
world 
are con-
nected to one 
another with tunnels, 
as is brought in the holy se-
farim. And to ask in the pidyon 
nefesh for whatever one wanted 
and not to be embarrassed because 
after all one was writing to the Nasi Doreinu who ex-
plained that we are in the �nal moments of galus.

�ursday, 7 Teves, 5747
At the Torah reading I saw and heard the brachos 

somewhat faintly.
�e Rebbe went to the Ohel before three with all the 

‘panim’, about eight large bags. Many Chassidim wait-
ed outside to escort him when he went out.

For Mincha-Maariv I was on the second bench un-
der the Rebbe’s platform for davening. After Maariv, 
the Rebbe said a sicha. On the last two days, Wednesday 
and �ursday, I stood about two people behind Rabbi 
Chodakov. I saw the Rebbe when he came in to daven 
as he gave out money for tzedaka. In light of the events, 
there were many children and guests and the Rebbe 
calmly gave each one. At the Torah reading on �urs-
day, I stood on the bench near the chazan.

(From the diary of R’ Shmuel Teichman)

* * *

�at night the Chassidim in Crown Heights lit-
erally did not sleep, nor on the following nights.

“It was like Sukkos,” says R’ Teichman. “Dancing 
every night and davening with the Rebbe by day, 
with some rest in between to absorb the experience 
of those days, that’s how it was for seven days.”

I’ll remind you that the following day, 6 Teves, 
something special happened.

Yes, the Rebbe announced an “eis ratzon” (auspi-
cious time) and said that everyone could send a 
pidyon nefesh to be taken to the Ohel, and whoev-
er couldn’t send one could go to one of the kivrei 
tzaddikim in his area, tzaddikim who paved the way, 
and make their request there.

�at day and the next, thousands of panim ar-
rived from all over the world.

�roughout that year, I wrote a diary to docu-
ment what I saw and heard. I wrote it because before 
I went on Kevutza, my great-grandfather R’ Folya 
Kahn suggested that although nowadays everything 
is written down, it would be worthwhile for me to 

FEATURE | BY MENACHEM ZIEGELBAUM
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“I WAS THERE”
Hei Teves in The Eyes of a 770 Bochur

Hei Teves 5747, 
moments after 
they heard the 

news.



Hei Teves 5747, 
moments after 
they heard the 

news.
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write 
down what I 

saw and heard 
by the Rebbe.

In reading the diaries 
of that time one sees that the 

tmimim danced and rejoiced for a 
week but after that, the Rebbe said a sharp 

sicha in which he demanded that the bachurim 
go back to learning and said they should be test-
ed and the marks submitted to him. As bachurim 
did you discuss this and come to any conclusions?

�e Rebbe spoke about preparing for Yud Shevat 
and that we were thirty days before. I can tell you 
that there were bachurim from the neighborhood 
that I didn’t actually know who came to our zal and 
sat and learned very seriously. �ey knew that the 
Rebbe would see their marks and that was important 
enough to them. Perhaps it was done out of fear but 
I think there was a tremendous desire to give the 
Rebbe nachas, out of the love of hiskashrus.

Generally, the Chassidus seder began every morn-
ing at 7:30 and before that there was ‘mezonos’. 
�ere was always plenty of mezonos left over even 
after eight o’clock. At that time though, by 7:30 
there was nothing left. It shows the seriousness; all, 
without exception, came early and sat down to learn. 
I remember this time as one that was very special. 
It didn’t end on Yud Shevat; it continued for a long 
time afterward.

You could see, as with everything having to do 
with the Rebbe, that on the one hand, there was 
great simcha. On the other hand, the Rebbe insists 
on bringing it down into reality of actual learning. 
We see this with the Rebbe in other ways like, on 
the one hand, one can have the greatest dveikus and 
tremendous simcha. On the other hand, you need 
to learn Shulchan Aruch, se’if after se’if, learn the 
nosei keilim, learn for semicha, halacha l’maaseh and 
remind people to say a bracha acharona. On the one 
hand, the utmost in ohr. On the other hand, the 
utmost in keilim. �is kind of joining of opposites 
can only be found in someone  bound with Atzmus 
and Elokus which bears opposites.

Every Year, Hei Teves Shines More
�irty-six years have passed since that glorious 

day. �e day is celebrated in a greater way today 
whether in Torah study, buying books, farbrengens 
etc.

Today, decades after that day, when those 

sefarim are in the library but other sefarim are 
still “captive” in other locales, what do you think 
the message of Hei Teves is for us?

�e main theme of Hei Teves is not just the rul-
ing that the sefarim belong to Lubavitch but that 
the Rebbe is the Nasi. �ese two points are relevant 
today. �e signi�cance of this day is to live with the 
sefarim, which means to live with all the sefarim 
inside of which we �nd G-d, we �nd the Rebbe, and 
all the Rebbeim who infused the sefarim with their 
essence.

�ere is the message of living with the Rebbe 
today too, and to educate children in this way 
whether by learning his teachings or watching a 
video of the Rebbe through which you feel the Reb-
be and the loftiness that he projects. �at’s what I 
think the double message of the day is: living with 
the Rebbe and living with the sefarim.

I remember that at a farbrengen that took place 
in yeshiva in Kfar Chabad in 5746, the mashpia, R’ 
Moshe Naparstek said that shleimus ha’am and 
shleimus ha’aretz a�ect the Rebbe in his very essence 
but the sefarim are the Rebbe himself, which is why 
the joy was so great when we had the “Didon Not-
zach” of the sefarim.

When you say that the Rebbeim infused them-
selves into the sefarim, what do you mean?

We know that Hashem put His essence into the 
Torah; so too, the Rebbeim put their essence into 
their teachings. In addition, the Rebbe as Nasi took 
the Chassidus which had been said for two hundred 
years and more and turned them into sefarim acces-
sible to all of us, to every Chassid. �us we can, and 
must, connect to the Rebbeim; this is no small mat-
ter.

Take for example the publishing of Hemshech 
5672 of the Rebbe Rashab. It’s a series of deep 
maamarei Chassidus which, for years, were not pub-
lished because of the loftiness of the teachings con-
tained in them.

My great-grandfather, R’ Avrohom Pariz a’h, 
worked with the Rebbe in his o�ce (today known 
as “gan eden ha’elyon”) before the Rebbe accepted 
the nesius. I heard from my uncle, R’ 
Yossi Pariz what he heard from R’ 
Avrohom himself. In those days of 
working closely together the Rebbe 
asked R’ Avrohom to get the Rebbe 
Rayatz’s permission to print 
Hemshech 5672 which was not in 
circulation at the time.

R’ Avrohom made the request but 
each time, the Rebbe Rayatz ignored 
the question. �e Rebbe kept urging 
him to ask again.

[Editor’s note: In a letter dated 25 Tammuz 5709 
(Igros Kodesh vol.3 pg 153), the Rebbe writes re-
garding the publication of the Hemshech that he 
had permission to print them but needed the funds 
in advance since it would not sell enough copies to 
pay o� the costs, and goes on to say that nobody is 
doing anything in this regard although he has been 
talking about it for four-�ve years. All of this indi-
cates that there was permission and the only obsta-
cle was the funding. On the other hand, even in 
subsequent years the Rebbe continued to delay the 
publication, as is well known. Obviously, some de-
tails are missing in this story, and there seem to be 
hidden matters involved here.]

After the Rebbe accepted the nesius, R’ Avrohom 
asked the Rebbe to approve the printing, thinking 
now that it was in the Rebbe’s hands, it would hap-
pen. Since the Rebbe wanted it so much previously, 
he was sure the Rebbe would take care of it imme-
diately. What actually happened is the Rebbe did as 
the Rebbe Rayatz, i.e. not responding and changing 
the subject.

�en, in 5737, the Rebbe unexpectedly said the 
Hemshech should be printed, In general, during the 
Rebbe’s nesius he “squandered” the treasures, both 
in quantity and in quality, and printed all the man-
uscripts that there were. �e Rebbe revealed to the 
world wondrous maamarim that are in the category 
of a real revelation of G-dliness.

�e Rebbe, with real mesirus nefesh, printed all 
the sifrei Chassidus including Hemshech Ayin-Beis 
for us and this was despite the fact that previously 
there had been many spiritual impediments. If the 
Rebbe made that e�ort for us so we would have 
these treasures, we surely have to learn them with 
great chayus!

�is, in my humble opinion, is what Hei Teves 
is about, strengthening the study of Chassidus, 
learning a lot of Chassidus, meditating upon Chas-
sidus, davening with maamarim, rejoicing with 
them and, above all else, living with them. It’s im-
portant to know that these are the teachings of 
Moshiach, a taste of what we will learn in the Future. 
�e Rebbe is going to say Chassidus, and not just 
say it but will show Elokus.

Apropos of Hemshech Ayin-Beis, within the 
maamarim of our Rebbe there are more than a hun-
dred based on Hemshech Ayin-Beis! In each maamar 
there are chiddushim, depth, tangible examples and 
additions, and so on.

�at year, 5747, you rejoiced by dancing for a 
week. How should we celebrate this year?

I don’t understand the question. Obviously, with 

“The main theme of 
Hei Teves is not just the 
ruling that the sefarim 

belong to Lubavitch 
but that the Rebbe is 

the Nasi.”

Members of Kevutza 5747 at their annual Hei Teves farbrengen.
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more learning of Chassidus!
For example, someone who loves to learn Torah, 

then Simchas Torah or Shavuos is his day. He doesn’t 
need urging to rejoice on this day because he lives 
with the fact that on this day he received the Torah. 
So too, with a Chassid who rejoices on Yud-Tes Kis-
lev. If you ask him why he is happy he will say it’s 
the Chag HaChagim, etc.

So too, with Hei Teves – whoever is connected to 
learning Chassidus ought to rejoice on this day as 
the most natural thing to do. One who lives Chas-
sidus, readily understands that this special day is not 
just a symbolic day but far more than that.

In Chassidus it’s explained that every Shabbos 
and every Yom Tov a special light unique to that day 
shines. So too, on Hei Teves a special G-dly light 
shines. It’s a day of Didon Notzach, a day for learn-
ing Chassidus, a day when it was made clear to us 
after the terrible accusation that the Didon Notzach 
is for the Rebbe himself.

Hei Teves can’t be viewed as a one-time historical 
event when someone rose and attacked the Rebbe’s 
nesius and the judge ruled such and such. No! Every 
year, the special light of this day shines anew and 
even greater.

You see it; those born after Gimmel Tammuz and, 
all the more so, those born after Hei Teves 5747, 
can say better than I can what happened on that day, 
what the Rebbe said, where he stood, who stood 
next to him. �ey live it all. However, these are ex-
ternal aspects, while the inner aspect is a deeper 
connection to the teachings of Chassidus because 
this is the essence of the day.

�is day is a festive opportunity to live with the 
Rebbe anew, in a way not done until now.

How do you understand that children and ba-
churim of today live the day so fervently?

It’s because the Rebbe continues to lead us as al-
ways and even more so. We see how the light of the 
Rebbe continues to illuminate like before with tre-
mendous revelation. �ere is no other explanation.

Celebrating, Remembering And Doing
“My wife gets the credit for preparing our far-

brengen, providing quite a feast. Our children live 
with this all year.

“Yesterday, two days before the farbrengen, the 
living room was emptied of furniture and were re-
placed with tables set for the farbrengen.”

�is tradition began on Hei Teves 5767 [the 20th 
anniversary] and has continued since then.

�e farbrengen begins with one of the partici-
pants reviewing a maamar of the Rebbe, someone 

else reviewing a sicha of the Rebbe, and then all of 
them talking about the day, strengthening learning 
Chassidus in general and the Rebbe’s teachings in 
particular. A lot of l’chaims are said. Nearly every 
year, the mashpia R’ Zalman Gopin, farbrengs with 
them.

You probably reminisce about those days?
Actually not. We’re not journalists surveying 

those days. We live with it now.
What’s the idea behind the farbrengen?
In Chassidus it explains that every light has in it 

the aspect of how it was when it was still contained 
within the light source, except that afterward it left 
the source and became revealed as a light unto itself.
�e same is true for us. Back then, on the original 
Hei Teves, we were bachurim in yeshiva ‘sitting at 
the Rebbe’s table’, like a light that is included in the 
light source. Later, everyone married, boruch Hash-
em. Some are on shlichus, some are working, and 
the light is distant from the light source and doesn’t 
feel the source as much. But when we farbreng to-
gether, we try to revive the memories and to go back 
to feeling as close as possible to the source of the 
light as before.

Why on this day in particular?
Hei Teves is obviously our special day from Kev-

utza 5747. Although every day we spent with the 
Rebbe was special, surely Shabbos and Yom Tov 
when we were able to farbreng with the Rebbe, no 
question this was the most important day. It’s our 
Yud-Tes Kislev as the Rebbe said on the �rst day 
after Hei Teves.

FROM THE REBBE'S PEN

When Can We Learn From It?
�is answer, to the editors of a special edition of Tanya with many 
references and an anthology of commentaries, is most illustrative of this 
urgency. When the �rst page of the typeset book was submitted to the Rebbe, 
the Rebbe wrote on the proof: 

מתי יוכלו ללמוד בזה?

When will it be possible to learn from it?

Hei Teves 5747, , the Seudas Hoda'ah

That night the Chassidim 
literally did not sleep, nor 

on the following nights.
“It was like Sukkos” 
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Can I Buy Sefarim with 
Maaser Money? 
We present a collection of halachic essays and Q&As regarding ownership and handling 
of Sifrei Kodesh in honor of Hei Teves - “Didon d’hasfarim Notzach!” By HaRav Yosef 
Yeshaya Braun shlita, Mara D’Asra and member of the Badatz of Crown Heights.

Q. What are the guidelines for us-
ing maaser to buy sefarim? May 
this be done?

A. Maaser money may be used for 
buying sefarim if they are being used 
by the public. One must inscribe in 
the sefarim that they were bought 
from maaser money. However, in 
most scenarios, this isn’t practical 
nowadays, as sefarim are readily 
available and people don’t tend to 
borrow them regularly unless run-

ning a public library. #1103 #7266
Q. If I have money saved up to buy sefarim in a special savings account, am 
I allowed to use the money for other things?

A. �e actual money may be used for any purpose. However, the amount that 
was designated for the mitzva of buying sefarim must still be used for this pur-
pose. You should not delay ful�lling this commitment to buy sefarim to a later 
date unless you originally stipulated – even mentally – when putting aside the 
money that your intention was to use it at a later date.

�ere is room to be lenient to make hatoras nedarim and use it for other things 
that are considered a mitzva, and with that exempt yourself from ful�lling your 
obligation of buying sefarim.

If you are in a pressing �nancial situation and you need this money for essen-
tials, there is room to be lenient to do hatoras nedarim for this too. #25433*

Because my Books Aren’t Really Mine
Many a�uent individuals enjoy displaying their impressive library of sefarim. 

Some house so many books—with the shelves reaching from �oor to ceiling and 
stretching from wall to wall—that their libraries are worth millions!

 �e Owner of the greatest library on earth, which includes every book ever 
printed, is Hashem, the Creator and Master of the World—and the Possessor of 
everything it contains. We acknowledge this by inscribing laHashem ha’aretz 
u’mloah (To Hashem is the land and all within it, Tehillim 24:1) in all of our 
sefarim even before marking our name. �e acronym לה”ו  is often used instead.

 While there is an issue, in general, of writing three consecutive words of a 
passuk (Torah verse) in vain, the words laHashem ha’aretz u’mloah are not subject 
to this restriction, since the word “laHashem” is only representative of the actu-
al shem Hashem (G-d’s name) that appears in the verse.

 Another more direct source for writing this passuk in sefarim appears in the 
tzavaah (will) of Reb Yehuda HaChassid: Refrain from labeling a book as yours; 
instead, merely inscribe your name. �is is understood as a caveat against mark-
ing a book as a private possession. Instead, we quote the passuk, laHashem ha’aretz 
u’mloah, attributing ownership to Hashem.

(�ere are opinions that contend with this interpretation of Reb Yehuda Ha-
Chassid’s tzavaah; some maintain that he is addressing an entirely di�erent issue. 
“Refrain from labeling a book as yours” is not a directive to the owner, but rath-
er to the author of the work, cautioning him from taking credit for his achieve-
ments. Indeed, we �nd a similar prohibition cited in Reb Yehuda HaChassid’s 
Sefer Chassidim.  Nonetheless, in current times, it has become customary for 
the writer to identify himself as a tool for the reader in assessing the book’s con-
tent.)

Practically, the terms mi’sifrei— (from the library of ) or shayach l— ([this 
book] belongs to) may be used when preceded by the verse laHashem ha’aretz 
u’mloah, testifying to Hashem’s true ownership. Certainly, in the case of a book 
donation, there is no issue of writing, nidvas– (donated by…) or the like. 
Halacha2Go #844
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New Engagement
Yitzchok Cohen – London, UK to Chana Lew – Crown 
Heights

SUBMIT YOUR MAZAL TOV TO MAZALTOV@CHABADINFO.COM

MAZAL TOV

משפחה איין חסידים
THIS WEEK'S 

Newborn

Baby girl to Yigal and Nechama Begun (née
Wagner) – Rancho Park, CA

Baby girl to Sruly and Devorah Bracha (nee Hecht) 
Blotner – Brentwood Glen, CA

Baby boy to Benny and Nechama (nee Zirkind) 
Okonov  – Bu�alo, NY

Baby boy to Mendel and Michali Raskin – Myrtle 
Beach, South Carolina

Baby boy to Sruly and Aviva Katz – New Haven, CT

Baby boy to Dovid and Rivky (nee Rosenwasser) 
Gopin – Melbourne, Australia

Sponsored by 

12




