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20th of Teves 
Yahrtzait of the Rambam 

INTRODUCTION 

Rambam (an acronym for Rabbi Moshe Ben Maimon) was 

born in Cordova, Spain, on the 14
th
 of Nissan 4895 (1135); 

he passed away on the 20
th
 of Teves 4965 (1204) and was 

buried in Teveria. 

Amongst his many outstanding works and great 

accomplishments for Jewry, Rambam is best known for his 

fourteen volume codification of the laws of the entire 

Torah (including both laws that are presently applicable 

and those that are not).  Such a work had never been 

prepared before his time and has not been repeated since. 

[The inscription on his tombstone attests to his 

prominence; it reads:  From Moshe to Moshe, none rose 

like Moshe.  In other words, history had not produced 

anyone like Rambam since the times of Moshe Rabbeinu.] 

The Rebbe strongly encouraged a regular study of 

Rambam’s codification – known as “Mishneh Torah,” “Yad 

HaChazakah,” or simply “Yad” – with the intention that all 

Jews will cover the entire Torah (as encapsulated in the 

Yad) either annually or every three years. 

The Rebbe further emphasized the association between 

Rambam and the Alter Rebbe [See below, 24th of Teves] – 

an association that is highlighted by the proximity of their 

Yahrtzaits (the 20th and 24th of Teves, respectively); they 

both authored classic works on Jewish law and 

fundamental guides that point the way to divine service.1 

---------------------- 
1. Likutei Sichos, vol.26, p.26. 
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SPREAD TORAH, MITZVOS – AND STUDY OF RAMBAM 

 Rambam composed his masterpiece,2 “Mishneh Torah,” 

for the benefit of all Jewry.3  For that reason, his Yarhzait 

should be utilized4 to bolster Torah study and the observance 

of Mitzvah among all Jewry – with foremost attention being 

given to the study of “Mishneh Torah.”5 

---------------------- 
2. [Rambam produced a number of other fundamental works; among them:  “Pirush 

HaMishnayos” (Explanation to the Mishnah); “Moreh Nevuchim” (Guide for the 

Perplexed – clarifications on Torah and Jewish faith); Yud Gimmel Ikkarim (Thirteen 

Principles of Faith – recited daily by many communities); “Sefer HaMitzvos” (Book 

of the 613 Commandments – briefly outlining each of the Torah’s commandments 

along with its Scriptural source).] 

In the Holy Tongue 

His main work was the “Mishneh Torah” [his fourteen volume code of Jewish law 

containing all of the Torah’s laws].  Parenthetically, it was the only work that 

Rambam wrote in Lashon HaKodesh (Hebrew) [and not Arabic].  (Parshas Shemos 

5751; Hisva’aduyos p.153) 

3. One book for all Jews 

Rambam states in his Introduction to Mishneh Torah, “I saw fit to author … 

codifying the laws of the Torah … in a clear and concise manner … so that all the 

laws will be open and accessible for everyone, great and small alike. 

… It is for that reason, that I have called this work ‘Mishneh Torah’ [for one need but 

read the Torah [i.e., the Chumash – the Written Torah] and then read this compilation 

in order to gain knowledge of the entire Oral Torah.”  (Night following 29th of Teves 

5750; Hisva’aduyos p.148) 

4. Heaven and earth light up on a Yahrtzait 

As the Alter Rebbe explains in Igeres HaKodesh regarding a Tzaddik’s Yahrtzait 

[known as a “Yom Hilulah” – a day of celebration rivaling that of a wedding], “all of 

his deeds, Torah-study and divine service that he performed throughout his lifetime 

… is then revealed and shines forth in open revelation from Above … and it creates 

salvations in the midst of the earth.” 

Translate into action 

We could readily appreciate that the unique quality of this day should arouse us to increase 

our study of Torah and observance of Mitzvos.  The main thing is [not the arousal, but] the 

practical implementation [of our decisions] – in keeping with the principle that surrounds 

all Torah and Mitzvos, namely, “The main thing is the deed!” 

[While this is true of every Tzaddik’s Yahrtzait,] all the above is further underscored 

regarding the Rambam’s Yahrtzait – since he composed his masterpiece, “Mishneh 

Torah,” for the benefit of all Jewry.  Certainly, then, his Yahrtzait should produce an 

addition in the actual study of Torah and observance of Mitzvos by all Jewry.  (ibid.) 

5. Ibid. 

Teacher of Jewry 

This directive applies to each Jew.  After all, every Jew “lives” with Rambam – either 

1) through studying his actual works; or 2) through studying the books upon which 
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JOIN THE STUDY CYCLE 

 A great number of Jews follow the systematic study of 

Rambam.  If you have not participated in this study in the 

past, join in now; if you are already participating, bolster the 

practice. 

 [There are three study cycles to choose from – based on 

ability:] 

A)  Three chapters of Mishneh Torah per day [completing the 

entire book annually]; 

B)  One chapter of Mishneh Torah per day [completing it 

once every three years]; 

C)  A daily selection from Sefer HaMitzvos [that is arranged 

to parallel the topics being studied by cycle (A).  Sefer 

HaMitzvos was written by Rambam as an introductory work 

to Mishneh Torah, and contains – in brief – each of the 613 

commandments and their Scriptural source.]6 

---------------------- 
the Rambam based his works; or 3) studying books that are based on the Rambam’s 

works.  This includes studying the source and foundation for the entire Torah, 

namely, the Written Torah [the Chumash].  (Parshas Shemos 5752; Sichos Kodesh 

p.523) 

 This is the principle directive that we are to take from this Shabbos and this 

Farbrengen:  We should undertake to increase our study of Sefer HaRambam 

[“Mishneh Torah”], and do so in a manner of “studying and teaching,” i.e., studying 

on our own as well as with others.  (ibid, p.529) 

 As we already mentioned, the chief directive from this Shabbos is to resolve to 

increase our study of Sefer HaRambam – the more the better!  (ibid, p.530) 

6. [In Sefer HaMitzvos, Rambam records each commandment, gives a short description, 

states its Scriptural source and often proves why he considers certain laws to be 

distinct commands – which necessitates quoting Talmudic and Midrashic sources.  

Mishneh Torah, on the other hand, is a fourteen volume compendium containing a 

detailed description of the numerous laws governing each commandment. 

For the sake of harmonizing the study cycles, Chabad has published books of Sefer 

HaMitzvos; instead of presenting all the Positive Commands followed by all the 

Prohibitions (as per the original Sefer HaMitzvos), they re-arranged the order so that 

the laws studied in brief by those following the Sefer HaMitzvos cycle will parallel 

the laws being studied that same day in detail in the Mishneh Torah (three chapter per 

day) cycle.] 

Learn Rambam, bring Moshiach 

Nowadays, the Jewish people’s spiritual service should be geared towards … 

preparing ourselves – and others – for the days of Moshiach 
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RAMBAM ENCAPSULATES ENTIRE TORAH 

 One of the immense benefits of studying Mishneh Torah 

is that in covers all of Torah’s laws, both those that are 

currently applicable as well as those that were relevant when 

the Beis HaMikdash still stood – or, more importantly, which 

will again become pertinent with the arrival of the ultimate 

Redemption.7 

LAWS OF MOSHIACH 

 Of particularly significance is the study of the last two 

chapters of the final section of Mishneh Torah – the “Laws of 

Kings” – detailing the laws regarding Moshiach.6 

INFLUENCE ALL JEWS TO STUDY RAMBAM 

 In addition to our personal study of Rambam, we should 

also spread this practice among the Jews around us – men, 

women, and children – in great numbers.6 

 We should spread this practice in a manner that will 

inspire others to follow our example, so that they, in turn, 

will influence as many as they can to study Rambam.6 

THREE CHAPTER A DAY 

 On the day of the Yahrtzait, we should put far greater 

effort8 into promoting the study of three chapters of Mishneh 

---------------------- 
… Primarily, this includes – in connection with the Rambam’s Yahrtzait –bolstering 

and increasing our study of Mishneh Torah, as well as joining one of the daily cycles 

in the study of Mishneh Torah.  (Parshas Shemos 5752; Hisva’aduyos p.107) 

7. Laws pertaining to the Holy Temple  

… As a preparation for the immanent era of Redemption, we are required to study 

topics that relate to the Third Beis HaMikdash – so that we will know how to go 

about constructing it, or exactly how to participate by contributing towards the Beis 

HaMikdash and so forth.  For example, we should study Hilchos Beis HaBechirah 

[the initial chapters of Rambam’s Sefer Avodah, concerning the design of the Beis 

HaMikdash]. 

In recent years, the custom to study Rambam daily has spread throughout Jewry.  

(Night following 29th of Teves 5750; Hisva’aduyos p.148) 

8. Enlist G-d’s help in studying Rambam 

We should connect this practice with giving Tzedakah, in keeping with the teaching 

of our Sages, “He would first give a coin to a pauper and only then pray.”  [If 

Tzedakah is necessary in order to pray successfully, then] how much more so [is it 
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Torah per day – in order to complete the entire book in one 

year.9 

TZEDAKAH 

 We should add in Tzedakah in connection with the 

Yahrtzait.10 

FARBRENGENS EVERYWHERE 

 Every location should boast a Farbrengen in honor of 

Rambam’s Yahrtzait. 

 Even those who have already announced that they will 

be holding a Farbrengen should not rest; they are able and 

expected to further increase their efforts in this regard.11 

JOINT CELEBRATIONS 

 [The completion of the annual study cycle of Rambam 

sometimes occurs in close proximity to Rambam’s Yahrtzait.  

On one such occasion, the Rebbe said:]  It would be 

worthwhile and fitting to celebrate the completion of the 

annual study of Rambam on his actual Yahrtzait.12 

---------------------- 
indispensable] for succeeding in our study of the laws of the entire Torah – whose 

success is dependant upon blessing from Above (as we recite upon completing 

Rambam, “Just as You helped me complete this book, so may You help me to 

complete additional books”).  [To receive this divine assistance in study] we certainly 

need to give Tzedakah.  (Night following 29th of Teves 5750; Hisva’aduyos p.149) 

9. Night following 29th of Teves 5750; Hisva’aduyos p.148. 

Ideally – three chapters a day.  (Parshas Shemos 5750; Hisva’aduyos p.161) 

See also Parshas Shemos 5751; Hisva’aduyos p.153 

10. Tzedakah 

Since this Shabbos follows – and is therefore a continuation of – the 20th of Teves 

(Rambam’s Yahrtzait) and the 24th of Teves (the Alter Rebbe’s Yahrtzait), it is 

extremely fitting and worthwhile for each of us to increase in matters that relate to 

Rambam and the Alter Rebbe, via giving extra Tzedakah. 

The great significance of Tzedakah is explained in the Alter Rebbe’s Igeres 

HaKodesh and Igeres HaTeshuvah).  (Parshas Shemos 5750; Hisva’aduyos p.161). 

See footnote 9 above. 

11. Parshas Shemos 5750; Hisva’aduyos p.153 – in main text and footnote 48. 

12. Generate merit for all Jewry 

Since “we may acquire something positive or meritorious on behalf of a fellow Jew 

even in his absence [although he is unaware of our action on his behalf],” those 

celebrating the completion the entire book of Rambam on the day of his Yahrtzait 
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ERETZ YISRAEL AND CHUTZ LA’ARETZ 

 At least one celebration for completing the annual study 

of Rambam should be held in Eretz Yisrael, preferably by 

Rambam’s gravesite in Teveria. 

 At least one celebration should be held in the Diaspora 

as well. 

 If possible, there should be numerous celebrations, both 

in Eretz Yisrael as well as in the Diaspora.12 
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also create merit for all Jewry wherever they are – even including those who already 

celebrated the completion over the last few days (or are only scheduled to celebrate it 

in a few days from now). 

This way, all Jewry will attain the lofty virtue and auspicious affect (“Segulah”) of 

having celebrated the completion the book of Rambam on the auspicious day of his 

Yahrtzait – the 20th of Teves.  (Parshas Vayechi 5749; Hisva’aduyos p.158) 
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