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T H I S  P E S AC H ,  H E L P  YO U R  ST R U G G L I N G 

N E I G H B O R S  PAY  T H E I R  YO M  TOV  B I L L S .

It’s Rosh Chodesh Nissan - have you 
thought about Maos Chitim yet?

MAOSCHITIM.ORG



OUR NEW LIBRARY IS
AVAILBLE NOW!

MAOR.ORG

ב"ה

Let's bringMoshiach together

Including our new Audio Series
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Besuras HaGeulah
The Rebbe on the imminence of the Redemption

Building The Future Mikdash, Now! 
ע. חלקים מקונטרס "בענין מקדש מעט זה בית רבינו שבבבל" (8)

70. Chehshvan 5752 – November 1991 (8)
In this fi nal installment of Kuntres Beis Rabbeinu sheb’Bavel, aft er the Rebbe fi nds much 

meaning in the details of this generation’s Beis Rabbeinu, the Rebbe makes an appeal to all 
to take part in the expansion of 770 which has grown too small to fi t all those that come:

Thus, for more than a jubilee (5700-5750), 
which in biblical terminology has the status of 
eternity, Beis Rabbeinu has been a central hub 
of Judaism, a “talpiyot — the hill toward which 
all mouths turn,”  

ִּבְבִחיַנת  הּוא   ("770") ַרֵּבנּו"  ֶׁש"ֵּבית  ְוִנְמָצא, 
"ַּתְלִּפּיֹות", "ֵּתל ֶׁשָּכל ִּפּיֹות ּפֹוִנים ּבֹו"28, יֹוֵתר ִמּיֹוֵבל 

ָׁשִנים (ת"ש – תש"נ), "ַעד עֹוָלם"29.

as can be observed quite literally by the growing 
numbers of Jews who come to Beis Rabbeinu, 
fulfilling the spirit of the verse “A multitude of 
people is a king’s glory,” 

 ְוִעְנָין ֶזה ֻמְדָּגׁש עֹוד יֹוֵתר ְּכֶׁשרֹוִאים ְּבמּוָחׁש ֶׁשהֹוֵל
ִיְׂשָרֵאל  ְּבֵני  ְּבִמְסַּפר  עֹז  ּוְבֶיֶתר  ְׂשֵאת  ְּבֶיֶתר  ְוִנְתַוֵּסף 

30"ֶׁשָּבִאים ְל"ֵבית ַרֵּבנּו", "ְּברֹב ָעם ַהְדַרת ֶמֶל

which besides for meaning that this is great hon-
or for Hashem, also relates to the glorification 
of the sages, who are called “kings” —especially 
the Nasi (“King”) of the Generation). 

 (ֶמֶל) ּכֹוֵלל ַּגם "ָמאן ַמְלֵכי ַרָּבָנן"31 ּוִבְפָרט ְנִׂשיא)
ַהּדֹור),

As a result, it has become essential that Beis 
Rabbeinu be enlarged and expanded beyond 
the expansions that have been done until now.

"ֵּבית  ֶאת  ּוְלַהְרִחיב  ְלַהְגִּדיל  ְוֶהְכֵרַח   צֶֹר ְוַנֲעָׂשה 
ַרֵּבנּו", 

This calls for an expansion that bursts forth all 
limitations—“poratzta”, which has the numer-
ical value of 770; it should be like the building 
of a totally new house.

ָּגֵדר,  ִדְּפִריַצת  ְּבֹאֶפן  ֶׁשִהיא  ְוַהְרָחָבה  ְלַהְגָּדָלה  ְוַעד 
"ָפַרְצָּת" (ְּבִגיַמְטִרָּיא 770), ְּכמֹו ִּבְנַין ַּבִית ָחָדׁש32.

Now, in light of what has been explained 
above regarding the greatness of “Beis 
Rabbeinu sheb’Bavel”—that it is the location 
to where “the Temple moved and settled,”

ְוַעל ִּפי ָהָאמּור ְלֵעיל ַעל ְּדַבר ֹּגֶדל ָהִעּלּוי ְד"ֵּבית 
ַרֵּבנּו ֶׁשְּבָבֶבל" – ֶׁש"ָנַסע ִמְקָּדׁש ְוָיַׁשב ָׁשם", 
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 and it is “the very place of the future Temple,” 
to the extent that the future Temple will first 
be revealed there, and only then return to 
Jerusalem

ֶׁשּבֹו  ְוַעד  ְדְלָעִתיד",  ּגּוֵפיּה  ַהִּמְקָּדׁש  ְמקֹום  ְו"הּוא 
ִיְתַּגֶּלה ִמְקָּדׁש ֶהָעִתיד ּוִמָּׁשם ַיְחֹזר ִלירּוָׁשַלִים

— we can appreciate the great merit each and 
every Jew has been given to participate both 
with his personal efforts and financially in its 
construction, as a preparation for the immi-
nent descent and revelation of the future Beis 
HaMikdash.

ִמִּיְׂשָרֵאל  ְוַאַחת  ֶאָחד  ְדָכל  ַהְּזכּות  ֹּגֶדל  מּוָבן   –
ֶזה  ֲהֵרי  ַהַּמְרֶּבה  (ְוָכל  ּוְבָממֹונֹו33  ְּבגּופֹו  ְלִהְׁשַּתֵּתף 
ְמֻׁשָּבח) ִּבְבִנַּית "ֵּבית ַרֵּבנּו ֶׁשְּבָבֶבל", ַּכֲהָכָנה ִליִריַדת 

ְוִהְתַּגּלּות ִמְקָּדׁש ֶהָעִתיד ֵּתֶכף ּוִמָּיד ַמָּמׁש.

In a footnote, the Rebbe notes that theres is a precedent for this appeal:

33) Like the example of the Beis HaMikdash, 
where “everyone is obligated to build and assist 
both themselves and with their money, etc.”

ַחָּיִבין  ֶׁש"ַהֹּכל   – ַהִּמְקָּדׁש  ֵּבית  ּוְבֻדְגַמת   ַעל-ֶּדֶר  (33
ִלְבנֹות ּוְלַסֵעד ְּבַעְצָמן ּוְבָממֹוָנם כּו'" (רמב"ם הל' ביהב"ח 

פ"א הי"ב).

במקומו מקדש ובנה - Building a Mikdash While Still in Exile
In a footnote to the Rebbe’s words about expanding 770, the Rebbe makes a reference to an event 

that happened some three years prior (photos attached): 
32) Including the laying of the cornerstone.  .32) ְוַעד ַלֲהָנַחת ֶאֶבן ִּפָּנה

[Publishers note: On the eve of 18 Elul 5748, a 
groundbreaking ceremony for (increasing and ex-
panding) the Lubavitch headquarters synagogue 
and beis medrash took place. 

ֶאֶבן  ֲהָנַחת  ֶנֶעְרָכה  ִּתְׂשַמ"ח  ְׁשַנת  ֱאלּול  ַח"י  [ְּבֶעֶרב 
ַהִּמְדָרׁש  ּוֵבית  ַהְּכֶנֶסת  ֵּבית  ְוַהְרָחַבת)  ְל)ַהְגָּדַלת  ִּפָּנה 

ִּדְליּוַּבאִויְטׁש ֶׁשִּבְליּוַּבאִויְטׁש,

Th e Rebbe was in attendance and placed the 
cornerstone with his holy hands. See more in the 
Rebbe’s address at this occasion as well as in the 
talk of Hoshana Rabba 5749.]

ְּבַמֲעַמד ְּכבֹוד ְקֻדַּׁשת ַאְדמֹו"ר ְׁשִליָט"א, ֶׁשִהִּניַח ָהֶאֶבן ִּפָּנה 
ְּבָידֹו ַהְּקדֹוָׁשה (ּוְרֵאה ַהִּׂשיָחה ֶׁשֶּנֶאְמָרה ְּבַמֲעָמד ֶזה. ּוְרֵאה 

ַּגם ִׂשיַחת ֵליל הֹוַׁשְעָנא ַרָּבה תשמ"ט). ַהּמֹו"ל].  



The Rebbe’s Comments On A Yud 
Aleph Nissan Birthday Cake… 

In this duch from 11 Nissan 5748, a Chassid reported to the Rebbe on his attendance 
at the wedding of a mekurav on the eve of Yud Aleph Nissan. 

In middle of the wedding, he was  surprised with a birthday cake with candles… It was 
announced that tonight is the Lubavitcher Rebbe’s birthday, and he was invited to address 
the crowd, which he did by speaking about the Rebbe’s request for birthday presents of 
adding in Torah and Mitzvos, a speech that was very well received.

The next morning, on Yud Aleph Nissan, the Rebbe responded to the letter:

Circling the word “candles” the Rebbe wrote

הערה כללית בזה

אומרים שבקצתם חשש של חלב. וק“ל.

A general note on the matter:

It is said that some of these candles have a concern of containing chelev — 
forbidden fats. וק“ל. ■
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Matzah & Wine FAQ’s
A collection of practical halachic Q&As connected to the mitzvos of the seder, eating matzah 

and the four cups of wine, by Rav Yosef Yeshaya Braun shlita, Mara D’Asra and member of the 
Badatz of Crown Heights.  

Spelt Matzah

Q. Can spelt Matza be used at the Seder 
instead of wheat Matza?

A. Spelt matza may be used but it is a mitzva 
min hamuvchar to use wheat. The Rama re-
cords that this is the custom. One shouldn’t veer 
away from this custom unless necessary. Some 
are concerned that we don’t have sufficient in-
formation about the leavening process of spelt 
and therefore it should be avoided unless ab-
solutely required for health reasons.  #7062*

Whit or Whole Wheat?

Q. Between white flour and whole wheat 
flour, is either preferable to use for Matza at 
the Seder?

A. White flour is technically more mhehudar, 
though some communities [and so is the 
Rebbe’s custom] specifically use whole wheat 
in matza for various reasons – see Hebrew 
notes. #13635*

Kezayis

Q. How much Is a K’zayis?

A. The term k’zayis is frequently found in 
Torah sources [and is especially relevant on 
Pesach for the fulfillment of the mitzva of 
Matza and Maror].

A k’zayis is the volume of an average-sized 
olive. However, there is a difference of opinion 
amongst early authorities as to the volume of an 
average-sized olive. Many Rishonim maintain 
that a k’zayis is approximately the equivalent 
of half an average-sized egg (without its shell). 
Another opinion is that a k’zayis is slightly less 
than a third of an egg (with its shell). 

Regarding a Torah rule, such as eating 
a k’zayis of matza on the first night of Pesach, 
we must be stringent and go by the larger shi-
ur; regarding the amount of maror to be eaten, 
which is a Rabbinic ruling, we can be lenient, 
if necessary. 

Before making a bracha acharona, an af-
ter-blessing—which is required only after 
eating a kezayis—one should be sure to eat at 
least the equivalent in volume of half an average 
egg in order to avoid the possibility of saying 
a bracha in vain. 

ASK The Rav
Horav Yosef Yeshaya Braun
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One should avoid the equivocal zone: ei-
ther eat less than the smaller shiur k’zayis and 
not make a bracha acharona, or eat more than 
the larger shiur k’zayis so that a bracha achar-
ona can be said—in compliance with all opin-
ions. Halacha2Go #235

Q. What is the correct way to measure a 
k’zayis?

It’s important to note that these shiurim are 
measurements of volume, not of weight. Con-
temporary seforim that quote amounts by units 
of weight have converted the original shiur of 
volume into the approximate equivalent in 
weight to make measuring easier. 

Those who don’t wish to rely on those ap-
proximations and wish to measure the volume 
of an item should be aware of the following: if 
there is a large hollow space inside the item, it 
should not be included in the measurement, 
whereas puffiness, fluffiness and sponginess 
are considered part of the volume, and should 
be included. 

[An easy way to measure a k’zayis is] approx-
imately the size that fits into a small matchbox. 
Halacha2Go #537

Daled Kosos - Stemmed Glasses?

Q. Can we use stemmed glasses for our 
public Seder?

A. Chabad custom is not to use stemmed 
wine glasses [for Kiddush etc.], though it’s not 
halachically problematic. 

[This is the common minhag and is also the 
Rebbe’s public custom, and while there is no 
recorded specification, it seems that it is as-
sociated with the Zohar’s insistence that the 
kiddush cup be placed on the five fingers with 
no interruption in between. Translated by the 
editor from the Hebrew notes] #18985*

Ideal Alcohol Content

Q. What percent of alcohol content is ac-
ceptable to use for wine by the Seder?

A. The minimum alcohol percentage that is 
recommended is at least 5%. This is based on 
the strength of wine in ancient times after it was 
mixed with water, as was customary. #13488*

Diluting the Seder Wine

Q. My wife has gallstones, and she is on a 
gluten free diet. The sulfites in the wine and 
sugar in the grape juice don’t agree with her 
at all. She reacts immediately in terrible pain. 
Is it okay for her to dilute the wine in water 
for the arba kosos and if yes by what ratio?

A. One may only add water to the extent that 
the wine – or grape juice – can still be drunk 
as wine and served to guests that way.

Regardless, the water may never be 85.7% or 
more in the mixture (assuming no water was 
added by the company). One should ideally 
be machmir that the water should always be less 
than 75%. Regarding adding other liquids (not 
water), they may not be more than 50%. #7702*

Q. What’s the smallest shiur (measure-
ment) in ounces for the four cups of the Pe-
sach Seder?

A. The following are the minimal amounts 
one must do on Pesach:

The cup(s) must hold a revi’is of wine, or 
diluted wine or grape juice if necessary. The 
size of a revi’is according to R. Chaim Naeh is 
86 grams which is 3 ounces. One must drink at 
least enough wine to fill one side of the cheek; 
this is a majority of one revi’is. In other words, 
one must drink at least a majority of 3 ounces 
for each of the first 3 cups.

For the last cup, in order to recite a bracha 
achrona, one should drink an entire revi’is. Al-
ternatively, one may be yotzei the bracha achar-
ona from someone else who drank a full revi’is. 
#7415* ■



A World That Was?

Rabbi Yehoshua (Shiya) Shpetman
was a rav in London’s East End 

and a writer in England’s Yiddish newspapers. 
In the winter of 5711 (1951) he published a 
book of 96 pages called B’gilufin — Fergangene 
Velten in which he recorded in vivid colors 
and enchanting wittiness his memories and 
recollections of the life of Chassidim in 
his native Poland.

The book’s name, B’gilufin 
(meaning ‘tipsy’ or ‘slightly 
drunk’) doesn’t do much to 
cheer up its melancholy sub-
title “Fergangene Velten” (“A 
World That Was”). Indeed, in 
his own introduction, Rabbi 
Shpetman writes how:

“These memoirs of Chassi-
dus and Chassidic life im-
mortalized in the stories of 
B’gilufin, remind us of the great 
and beautiful Chassidic movement 
that lasted for about 200 years in East-
ern Europe - the cradle of Chassidus and of 
ordinary Judaism which, unfortunately, was so 
cruelly eradicated by the Amalekim, the impure 
Nazi Germany yimach shemam v’zicharam.”

The author sent a copy of his book to the 
Rebbe’s library and on 16 Iyar 5711, the Rebbe 
Melech HaMoshiach wrote a letter of thanks, 
in which he admired the book, notably men-
tioning it by its subtitle only and leaving out 
its main title B’gilufin:

“Thank you for the gift for my library — your 
Yiddish book Fergangene Velten. … I took the 
time — as my schedule permits — to skim 
through it and I derived pleasure from the 
warmth with which the chapters of the book 
were written and also, the warmth that — as I 
see it — it will arouse within the readers.”

The Rebbe, however, had some cri-
tique to offer as well:

“I am, however, forced to note 
that — like others who have 

written on similar sub-
jects — there is an error. 
The approach is, as you 
write on the title page, 
that [we are speaking 
about] Lost Worlds.
The reader may be left 

with the impression 
that you are writing a eu-

logy about something that 
has already passed from the 

world.

“Heaven forbid and Heaven forbid to 
say that. Instead, just as Hashem is eternal, 

so too, the Jewish people are eternal, as reflected in 
the saying: “Yisrael, Oraisa, and Kudsha Brich Hu 
are all one.” And so too, the teachings of Chassidus 
and the ways of Chassidim and Chassidus are 
eternal.”

The Rebbe is not oblivious to “the cradle 
of Chassidus … so cruelly eradicated by the 
Amalekim, the impure Nazi Germani yimach 
shemam v’zicharam.” 

Levi 
Liberow

EditorialEditorial
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He only maintains that while:
“It is possible that [Chassidim and Chassidus] 
will move from one location to another, but not 
that they will be destroyed. May Hashem protect 
us from that.” 

“It is true that at certain times the avoda involved 
in [following] this [path] becomes more diffi-
cult and the conduct in the ways of Chassidim 
and Chassidus require extra strength. However, 
Chazal teach us that “When He [Hashem] asks 
something from us, He asks according to our 
ability.”

— Igros Kodesh Vol. 4 p. 282; Letter nu. 1009

I “chanced” upon this letter as we were pre-
paring this issue of Beis Moshiach and its 

supplements for print, and  found it particu-
larly relevant for us Lubavitcher Chassidim in 
our current time. 

This issue, like all issues of the Beis Moshiach, 
contains many Chassidishe zichronos, memories 
of our Rebbe zol gezunt zein. Many of them of 
events that currently — as of press time — we 
cannot take part in in the usual sense of the 
word. But the point of these descriptions is not 
to describe what the Rebbe “used to do” ch”v, 
neither is it meant to just awaken and bring 
back memories of days of light “gone by.”

The goal of these memories is to aid to us 
in acting like the “wise son” from the Mittler 
Rebbe’s famous mashal in his introduction to 
Shaar HaEmuna of a father who wishes to test 
his son’s loyalty to him and does so by hiding 
himself: “He will look wherever the father was 
accustomed to go. And even if he does not find 
the father down these paths, he will remain 
joyous in his soul, certain that he remains on 
his father’s path, and that he will definitely find 
him.”

In these trying times for Chabad Chassidim, 
a time when our faith in the Rebbe’s pro-

phetic promise of “hinei ze Moshiach ba” may 

be challenged by external and even internal 
forces, we must be astute and careful.

Sometimes, this kaltkeit to Chassidim’s emu-
na peshuta that not a hair from the Rebbe’s 
promises will fall to the ground is challenged 
with Chassidishe varemkeit no less!

Whether purposely or not, some who share 
their memories and stories of the Rebbe with 
much Chassidishe varemkeit do so with a sub-
text: “The reader may be left with the impres-
sion that you are writing a eulogy about some-
thing that has already passed from the world.”

We must remember, as the Rebbe concludes 
his letter to Rabbi Sheftman:

“Since we have been promised that ultimately, 
the wellsprings of the Baal Shem Tov will spread 
outward and this will be the preparation and the 
medium leading to the coming of Moshiach, it is 
beyond all doubt that the derech [of Chassidus] 
is continuing and proceeding. 

“If it appears to us that we are living in a redou-
bled darkness when compared to the previous 
generations, one of two options is true:

(a) It is merely one’s imagination and merely 
one of the schemes of the yetzer; or that, (b) We 
have been given the powers to overcome [this 
challenge]. “

The stubborn emuna alone and the 
commitment to searching for the 

Rebbe in his own paths will lead us, b’karov 
mamash, mamash, mamash to the fulfillment 
of this beautiful and heartwarming paragraph 
of the Mittler Rebbe’s mashal:

“Then there will be aroused in the father’s heart 
an even greater intense love for his son than be-
fore, doubled and redoubled, to the point that 
the father can no longer restrain himself, and 
he reveals himself from the place where he was 
hiding, appearing before him from the depth of 
his heart, with an overflowing love, kissing his 
son again and again.” ■

Editorial
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Avrohom Rainitz  •

the Beis Medrash of the 
Rebbe MH”M.

The time: the night of Rosh 
Chodesh Cheshvan 5736.

The scene: a farbrengen to mark the end of 
Tishrei and to say goodbye to the guests. 

The senior Chassidim found their places 
on the dais and joined a distinguished group 
of rabbanim and public figures. Shortly before 
the Rebbe entered the room, the Beis Medrash 
filled to bursting with thousands of Chassidim. 
When the Rebbe walked in, everybody stood 
up in respect. Silence prevailed in the large 
room, and the Rebbe walked between the sea 
of humanity that had split in two to allow him 
passage. The Rebbe quickly walked to his seat. 
The first niggun could be heard; the farbrengen 
had begun.

The Rebbe spoke with intermittent breaks 
for niggunim. The Rebbe nodded towards 
the Chassidim who held cups of mashke and 
wished him l’chaim.

Suddenly the Rebbe raised his hand and put 
two fingers to his lips. Some Chassidim realized 
that the Rebbe wanted them to whistle and they 
did so. The whistling pierced the darkness that 
enveloped the building. And the Rebbe looked 
at his chassidim with a warm and loving look.

The Rebbe encouraged the whistlers with 
strong motions of his hands. Other Chassidim 
also set aside their incredulity and joined the 
whistlers. Some people noticed the flash of the 
camera that belonged to Levi Yitzchok Frieden. 
He had captured the moment and the picture 
was publicized.

The 196th issue of the Algemeiner Journal 
publicized the picture of the Rebbe with 
his fingers to his lips in a whistling motion. 
The accompanying article by the editor, 

Rabbi Gershon Ber Jacobson, described the 
farbrengen. (The following is a free translation.)

It may seem strange that a Chassidic Rebbe, 
a leader of a movement like Lubavitch, instructs 
his Chassidim to whistle, but that is just what 
happened. The Lubavitcher Rebbe put two fin-
gers to his mouth and indicated to the crowd to 
whistle. To whistle at the world and at all obsta-
cles that stand in the way; to whistle at the exile, 
at all questions; to whistle at difficulties and at 
those who laugh, who mock and ask questions 
about Lubavitch and its war to chase away the 
darkness by means of a great light...

But for those who were present at the 
farbrengen the whistling wasn’t a shock. Next 
to me stood a Lubavitcher Chassid from Eretz 
Yisrael, with a long beard and a Russian-style 
hat, Reb Berke Chein. I know him from Russia. 
He’s a golden Jew, a model of self-sacrifice and 
Chassidic life. I asked him after the farbrengen 
what he was taking back with him.

R’ Chein told me that the whistling won his 
heart. “In Russia we were victorious over all 
the persecutions and imprisonment, for we 
weren’t impressed by them; we just continued 
our work. Mir hoben gefayft – we whistled at all 
the imprisonment and all the exiles, and fought 
for and fulfilled the Rebbe’s plans. Now exactly 
the same thing is taking place. They are giving 
encouragement, the kochos and abilities to put 
tefillin on with Jews, to speak to them about 
a proper Jewish chinuch for children, to keep 
kosher, Shabbos, family purity. There’s no need 
to be fazed ...

“Nu, Hashem helped and I made it through 
all the suffering, the danger and fear, and I sat at 
the Rebbe’s table. I have the opportunity to dance 
and sing, and when we are ordered to whistle at 
the world – we whistle. And when we’re told to 
go through fire – we go...”

The place: 
Brooklyn, 
new york,
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The article, with the accompanying picture 
of the Rebbe motioning to whistle, created a 
furor among Lubavitchers. Some viewed it pos-
itively, while others were critical. And there 
were even some who were ashamed.

Yes indeed! There was a group of Chassidim 
who were simply mortified by that photo of 
the Rebbe appearing in the newspaper. This 
group, comprised primarily by some Anash 
and tmimim who prided themselves on fight-
ing the war for the “honor of Lubavitch,” de-
cided that the Algemeiner had done a grievous 
wrong in publicizing that photo.

They sent a letter to the editor signed by one 
of them, saying:

Every newspaper writes articles that don’t 
necessarily please everybody, and often they 
arouse people’s ire – that’s a newspaper. But this 
time you crossed a moral line by embarrassing 
tens of thousands of Lubavitcher Chassidim 
when you printed the picture that showed the 
Rebbe whistling. Whoever I talk to is furious 
about it. It would be proper for you to consider 
public opinion.

The letter was printed in issue 198, and the 
snowball of protest and response continued 
to roll onwards.

A week later, the Algemeiner printed some 
letters from readers of the newspaper who 
expressed their surprise over the reaction of 
the Lubavitchers. These letter writers were not 
Lubavitchers, yet they didn’t understand what 
the fuss was about.

“Did the Rebbe do this privately?” wondered 
one writer, while another writer maintained that 
publicizing the picture created a great Kiddush 
Hashem, and he said he didn’t understand what 
shame there was in it. “If someone ought to be 
ashamed,” he wrote, “it should be the misnagdim 
who don’t have such an esteemed leader.”

“And we were like grasshoppers in our eyes 
and (then) thus were we in their eyes.”

Some weeks went by and the topic was still 
hot. Another letter to the editor from a non-
Lubavitcher, but he, unlike the earlier writers, 
brought a halachic source for what the Rebbe 
did. This is what it said in the Algemeiner, issue 
202, Kislev 5736:

Lately there have been complaints among 
certain groups against the Algemeiner Journal 
and its editor, Gershon Jacobson, following the 
printing of an article and a photograph in which 
the Lubavitcher Rebbe is seen standing at a far-
brengen with two fingers to his lips, indicating 
that he wants whistling. I don’t understand how 
Orthodox Jews as well as rabbanim and roshei 
yeshivos, express these complaints. There’s a clear 
psak in the Rambam at the end of Hilchos Lulav 
(chapter 8, 14) where it says:

“It’s a mitzva to increase this simcha, and it 
wasn’t done by ignorant people or by whoever 
chose to do so, but by Gedolei Yisrael and roshei 
yeshivos and the Sanhedrin and chassidim and 
zekeinim, and anshei maaseh. It was they who 
danced and clapped and sang and rejoiced...” 
Then the Rambam writes, “the simcha that a 
person should have when doing a mitzva and 
with love for Hashem Who commanded it is a 
great avoda. Whoever coarsens his mind and 
apportions honor to himself and is honorable 
in his own eyes on these occasions is a sinner 
and a fool ... and whoever lowers himself and 
degrades his body in these occasions – he is the 
great one and honored one who serves with love. 
Dovid King of Israel said, ‘I would debase myself 
even more than this and I would be lowly in my 
eyes.’ The greatness and respect are only to rejoice 
before Hashem, as it says, ‘and the King Dovid 
frolicked and whistled before Hashem.’”

This is the precise meaning of the psak in the 
Rambam. I think that the Lubavitcher Rebbe did 
just as the din requires. I am most surprised by 
how rabbanim and even Lubavitcher Chassidim, 
didn’t know of this Rambam, and strongly at-
tacked you, the newspaper, and even the Rebbe. 
According to the din, you don’t need to debate 



26 BEIS MOSHIACH

with those who displayed their ignorance. It is 
clear that through whistling, dancing, and clap-
ping, the leader or rosh yeshiva lowers himself to 
the level of the masses, but this is his greatness, 
as the Rambam states explicitly.

The same issue features another letter, from 
a Lubavitcher in Crown Heights by the name 
of Yosef Ben-Tzion Reitzes, who wrote that the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe wasn’t the first to do this. 
In Tanach, in Shmuel chapter 6, it describes a 
similar scene, “and Dovid frolicked and whis-
tled with all his might...”

Nearly three months went by and it was Pu-
rim 5736. The farbrengen is remembered by 
many of the Chassidim as unique, for in the 
course of the farbrengen the Rebbe brought 
up some unusual topics. He spoke about put-
ting on Rabbeinu Tam tefillin starting from 
the age of bar mitzva, something that was not 
widespread at that time. The Rebbe said a sicha 
about shluchim in Eretz Yisrael who didn’t hes-
itate to move roadblocks of stones that Arabs 
had set up in order to bring the simcha of Yom 
Tov to every Jew. And then the Rebbe delivered 
a sicha about whistling that will be engraved 
in the minds of all those who were there and 
will be remembered forever with the title, “Ah 
Maaseh Fun Fayfen.”

The Rebbe told Rabbi P. to sing “HaAderes 
V’HaEmuna,” and in the middle of the singing 
the Rebbe motioned for whistling. This time, 
many more people understood what was ex-
pected of them, and the whistling intensified 
until the start of the next sicha, which began 
with the words, “Azoi vi s’iz a maaseh fun fay-
fen” (Regarding the matter of whistling).

THE SICHA (BILTI MUGA)

1) Regarding the matter of whistling, as a 
result of which there were those who thought 
that they managed to catch me, the proof being: 
I whistled, and even told others to whistle! ...

“Those who ruin and destroy you will 
go forth from you.” I thought that those 

Chassidim who go and scream in public that 
they are the ones who sacrifice themselves in 
an unbelievable way, at every step – that at least 
they would have “bothered” to open a book and 
try to find a source for this behavior. In actual 
fact, they did nothing!

Regarding the individual who tries to at-
tain glory at others’ expense – obviously there 
are no complaints against him (as to why he 
doesn’t look for a source, etc.) for his sole pur-
pose in sitting at the farbrengen with patient 
anticipation for hours upon hours – is only 
in order to be able to find some fault and “to 
attain glory at others’ expense!”

For this purpose, he is also ready to waste 
time that could be used for Torah study – for 
during the farbrengen he cannot listen to the 
Torah thoughts that are said, because he is 
completely occupied with anticipation to see 
whether some error will be made. Then he can 
waste time from Torah study tomorrow and the 
next day too, and go and spread it: “See, so-
and-so did something that shouldn’t be done!”

My complaint is directed at those who did 
hear the divrei Torah that were said, those who 
don’t seek to “attain glory at the expense of 
others,” whose self sacrifice apparently should 
have been enough ... to open a volume and 
study it – to find sources for it (and even a 
concealed source)!

Instead, as soon as word about the whistling 
got out they were at a loss as to what to do, and 
they began to whisper amongst themselves: Oy, 
What shall we do? There was a failure here ... 
They [the Rebbe] indicated that they should 
whistle, and so-and-so is making a fuss and 
saying that whistling is something that, l’havdil, 
a sheigetz in Russia does (as it were), and here 
they whistled publicly, and not only that, but 
they instructed others to whistle.

In other words, those who disseminated this 
were (not those who maintained that this is 
something negative, but) “from you,” i.e., those 
who should have merely bothered to search for 
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a source. What actually happened was, they 
didn’t even bother to think about it ... Even 
if you’re too lazy to open a sefer, etc. – ask! 
However, asking wasn’t possible either, for here 
too, you would have to bother to write your 
question about where is the source for it? ...

So how does he “help”? When he is asked: 
how is it possible that they whistled at a far-
brengen, he immediately blushes and escapes... 
With this reaction, he demonstrates to the lis-
tener that he also thinks like him. However, 
what should he do when he [the Rebbe] doesn’t 
consult with anyone, and does as he pleases, 
and you must suffer... It isn’t pleasant for him 
to say explicitly that a mistake was made, and 
he must keep it choked up inside...

2) Furthermore, every human being can and 
does experience mistakes (it’s no tragedy ... and 
this doesn’t insult anyone), and even among the 
Gedolei Yisrael throughout the generations, 
generation after generation, we find that they 
are capable of erring (as we see in the Gemara, 

Tanach, and Chumash – and Rashi explains 
this for the “five-year-old”). Not to mention the 
story the Alter Rebbe repeated in the name of 
the Maggid and the Baal Shem Tov regarding 
Avrohom, who was a soul in a body, etc. [which 
is why he laughed upon hearing the news that 
Yitzchok would be born to him and Sarah in 
their old age].

Even to think about this itself, he has to exert 
himself ... and he doesn’t have time for this 
since his head is in galoshes! So what does he 
do? He goes in the street in great embarrass-
ment, and thinks about how to get out of this 
“tzara” and how he can find someone with the 
nerve to come over and tell me that this wasn’t 
right of me to do...

Some months have gone by since, and in 
the meantime I thought that finally someone 
would wake up (and find a source), but in actu-
al fact, it hasn’t happened. They haven’t gotten 
out of their galoshes yet!

The article that created the furor
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3) There is a source for whistling in Tanach 
(an explicit pasuk in Tanach), in Gemara (an 
explicit sugya), a Gemara in Meseches Chulin, 
a Gemara which is studied in yeshivos and 
kollelim!

Although this sugya is in the Aggadata part 
of Meseches Chulin, this too was said to Moshe 
on Sinai! Thus, before learning a section of 
Aggadata you have to say the bracha, “Who 
chose us from all the nations and gave us His 
Torah”!

And we learn in Gemara Eiruvin that 
whoever says, “this teaching is nice and this 

teaching is not nice” [regarding differ-
ent teachings within Torah] loses his 
connection to Torah, and the Torah has 
nothing to do with him!

...4) And so, Hashem helps, and from 
the Aggadata, it becomes a psak din in 
the Rambam! But after nobody grasped 
that this is a psak din in the Rambam 
– I lost patience, and I found someone 
who instructed that this be printed in 
the newspapers.

However, even after the psak din in 
the Rambam was publicized – I asked 
so-and-so (who was previously a Chas-
sid, but then – although he remained 
religious – shana u’pireish [one who 
learns and abandons his learning] from 
his Chassidus, and you know the rule, 
shana u’pireish kasha mi’kulam [whoev-
er learns and abandons his learning, is 
more of a problem than anybody else] 
how he can come with complaints when 
it’s an explicit psak din in the Rambam! 
His answer was, this halacha was written 
by the Rambam for yechidei segula – 
singular individuals!

I asked him: What do you mean? 
In the same Rambam it says, “it’s the 
Principle of Principles and the Pillar of 
Wisdom to know that there’s a first Ex-
istence” (and the Rambam ends with, 

“as it says, ‘G-d is one’”), and so if he can say 
that this halacha was written by Rambam for 
“singular individuals,” why shouldn’t someone 
else come along and say that the first halacha 
in Rambam is also for singular individuals?

Especially when the beginning of Rambam, 
in Hilchos Yesodei HaTorah, is not studied in 
yeshivos (for better or for worse, that’s the way 
it is), for they learn the later chapters which 
talk about Kiddush Hashem, etc. (and other 
topics in the Rambam), but not the first chap-
ters, and certainly not the first halacha in the 
first chapter!

The letter of protest to the newspaper
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5) But this psak din is brought in the 
Rambam (not in the halachos that are not 
learned in yeshivos but) in Hilchos Lulav 
(which are studied), and within these halachos, 
at the end of Hilchos Lulav (and the rule is, 
“everything goes according to the conclusion”):

In the Rambam he brings the pasuk, “and 
Dovid frolicked and whistled,” which goes on 
to state right there in the pasuk (so there’s no 
need to look at Rashi ... for it’s explicit in the 
pasuk itself) that this behavior was the behav-
ior of “one of the reikim, empty folk”! Dovid 
behaved this way when it was a situation having 
to do with a mitzva and simcha shel mivtza! In 
our situation, when the whistling was going on, 
there were Jews present whose faces made it 
clear (there was no need to read their minds) 
that from here-on-in they’d have increased 
enthusiasm (in religious matters and) in the 
fulfillment of practical mitzvos. (I don’t know 
whether in one mitzva, two or three – and “ev-
ery man should know himself ”). In such a case, 
the Rambam paskens that you need to behave 
exactly as Dovid did, who behaved (not only 
in a way of ordinary “frolicking and whistling,” 
but) in a way of “frolicking and whistling with 
all his might”!

...6) However, even after the source was pub-
licized in the newspaper, those people didn’t 
get up the nerve to look in the Rambam and to 
answer those who had questions. Why? Again, 
because their heads are in galoshes! 

Apparently there’s no choice but to put the 
answer in his mouth (as it says, “that which 
he will place in his mouth”) and to tell him: 
Please listen. When you meet so-and-so, tell 
him, “shalom” first and “aleichem” afterwards... 
And then you have to ask him how he’s doing, 
and then – wait a little bit and see – if he says 
such, then you need to respond thus, and if he 
says differently, then respond like this... And 
then, if the galoshes have not intervened, then 
he’ll manage to announce the answer, at least to 
parrot it...but in the instance that the galoshes 

did intervene, he’ll get confused and mix up 
the questions and answers, and you know the 
results...

7) Back to our topic:

As I said, the halachos of Lulav in the 
Rambam (where he brings this psak din) are 
also not learned (as) often, but leis man d’palig
(nobody argues) Meseches Chulin must be 
learned...

Therefore, in Meseches Chulin it quotes the 
pasuk in Trei Asar which explains that when 
the Geula comes, Hashem will personally take 
the Jewish people out from Exile. The pasuk 
goes on to say that the way He will gather the 
Jewish people is “I will whistle to them,” and 
the commentators explain in Trei Asar that this 
means that Hashem will whistle to the Jewish 
people!

Obviously, we’re not trying to copy Hashem 
(ch”v), but still, in the Gemara there it explains 
and brings the story of a bird that whistled. 
The bird was the Ruchama bird, and its whis-
tle raised the possibility that it was a sign of 
the imminent Redemption. There were those 
who thought that this was the whistle that the 
pasuk is talking about! Then they learned that 
this bird is a fraudulent mimic and its whistle 
is not the desired whistle. In other words, it 
was a side issue that proved that this wasn’t 
Hashem’s real whistle.

In any case, what we get from this explicit 
Gemara is that Hashem’s whistle is not a spir-
itual whistle which will only be heard in the 
eighth heaven (or the seventh)...but a whistling 
that we will hear with ears of flesh! And that 
this whistle may also be heard from a bird, all 
the more so from “one of the empty folk,” and 
all the more so by an adam m’Yisrael!

From this we understand in our situation: 
...It’s obvious that you cannot whistle merely for 
pleasure... However, when there’s an inyan of 
simcha shel mitzva, when there’s a chance that 
one person present will have a geula (along the 
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lines of what it says in the Gemara in Chulin) 
from his yetzer hara (“his yetzer overcame 
him”) even in one mitzva, then it’s a mitzva to 
whistle on the doubtful possibility, and even on 
the remote possibility, and even for 100 doubts!

8) Regarding the complaint that there’s 
someone who likes attaining glory at others’ 
expense, and he’ll take advantage of the whis-
tling in order to go and speak negatively:

...Because there are people whose behavior 
isn’t proper, for this there’s a need to do away 
with something which is connected with (and 
can be mekarev) the Geula?! ... Especially when 
we actually see it (then and today, and with 
Hashem’s help you’ll see it also at other far-
brengens shel mitzva) – that by whistling, the 
standing and position of some Jews changes 
in at least one mitzva, and afterwards, “one 
mitzva draws another mitzva,” etc. And in cer-
tain instances, there are Jews who, through the 
whistling, experience a fundamental change 
from one extreme to another!

9) The wonder is all the greater when we’re 
talking about Chassidim (in addition to what 
was said before, which also pertains to any 
Jew): 

The whistling took place around Yud-Tes 
Kislev, and at the farbrengen that took place 
then, we spoke about the holy letter that the 
Alter Rebbe wrote when he came to Petersburg. 
Among other things, he wrote: “Do not whistle 
at them [the misnagdim], ch”v.” 

You know what the Rebbe, my father-in-law 
added to this, an addition that you don’t have 
to bother to search for and find, and you don’t 
have to strain your brain, and you don’t even 
need to ask your friend, because the addition 
is printed on the spot, after this letter, in its 
place (see Sefer HaToldos Admor HaZakein 
p. 216)! He added that his father [the Rebbe 
Rashab] told him, “See, it’s an indication that 
there is also holy whistling!”

And this was in the time of the Alter Rebbe, 
who despite bringing about the beginnings of 
Geula through the beginning of the inyan of 
“spreading the wellsprings outward” – the time 
for Geula hadn’t yet come! 

And he concludes there that even though 
there’s whistling of holiness, the Alter Rebbe 
warned that in his time it still wasn’t the right 
time for this, and therefore, “don’t whistle at 
them, ch”v.” The point being that you don’t 
whistle at another Jew, but against the yetzer 
ha’ra – fayf un fayf, biz vanet m’vet im farfay-
fen – whistle time after time, until you whistle 
him out!

...10) Here I must clarify regarding myself: 
we know the prayer of R’ Nechunya Ben 
HaKana when he entered the Beis Medrash, as 
it’s related in Meseches Brachos, “When I enter 
I pray that no mishap occur through me.” And 
so, since even now there are those people who 
are listening to things with this purpose (to 
attain glory through the shame of others, r”l), 
I must negate and clarify, that first of all, their 
sin of bittul Torah is not on me and not on my 
neck. Especially, bittul Torah for a purpose that 
is the opposite of Torah (to attain glory through 
the shame of others)! ...And another negation 
and clarification – if only I would never “fail” 
in other matters, aside from whistling...

Especially when the whistling was (not a 
mistake, but) deliberate, a plan that actually 
worked to arouse and reveal the good that is 
hidden in a number of Jews. An additional 
success, when the evil remains only within that 
person who attains glory at others’ expense, at 
least by his not publicly announcing that he 
loves to catch a Jew in a mistake and publicize 
it! ...And then, there’s hope that with time, he’ll 
do teshuva, and also stop publicly announc-
ing that he doesn’t think that the Rambam 
paskened a psak din in his Yad HaChazaka 
for the masses, but for “singular individuals”... 
something which is in the category of “a breach 
that has no end to it” (r”l)! ...
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11) May we soon 
merit the whistling 
of kedusha (in a way 
permitted by the Alter 
Rebbe), as whistling of 
kedusha is a good thing 
(not on Shabbos and 
Yom Tov, ch”v, and not 
whistling for no purpose, 
but) when there’s a good 
chance that it will arouse 
others (and himself) to 
an increase in good and 
holiness and Torah and 
mitzvos, as mentioned 
earlier.

...Through this we 
shall soon have the ful-
fillment of the promise 
of, “on that day He will 
whistle” – that Hashem 
will whistle, and thereby, 
“I will gather them” – all 
the Jewish people from 
all ends of the earth. [As 
it says] “And you will be gathered one by one,” 
in a way that no Jew will remain in Galus, and 
He will bring them to our holy land, and with 
kindness and mercy, and soon.

When the Rebbe left the farbrengen, he 
met Gershon Ber Jacobson, the editor of the 
Algemeiner Journal. The Rebbe slowed down 
and said with a big smile, “You caused me to 
say the sicha.”

CONCLUSION

From the very first day of the Rebbe’s accep-
tance of the Chabad leadership, he clarified the 
mission of our generation. Whether we like it 
or not, our job is to complete the work of all 
the previous generations, and bring the Divine 
presence down to earth. Every talk, every dis-
course, every directive, we merited to hear and 

receive from the Rebbe, was and is, directed 
towards the goal of finalizing the complete and 
true Redemption. 

Even if we don’t fully understand how this 
is so, we must know there are no “mistakes” 
and oversights; it is all part of the Divine plan, 
especially as relates to “the final shlichus” of 
preparing the world for Moshiach. 

While it is obvious that we have nothing 
to be ashamed of, we do need to go back to 
the sources so we know what to answer when 
questions arise. As the Rebbe said repeatedly, 
we must learn inyanei Moshiach and Geula, 
from the earliest sources to the most recent 
sichos. Then we can explain with pride to every 
Jew the Rebbe’s message, without, G-d forbid, 
whistling at another Jew. And as to the evil 
inclination – fayf un fayf, biz vanet m’vet im
farfayfen – whistle time after time, until you 
whistle him out! ■
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avrohom rainitz  •

the joint interview with Rabbi 
Shneur Zalman Chanin, 
director of the Vaad L’Hafotzas 
Sichos, and Mr. Zev Sholom 
(Ron) Horovitz, the main 

supporter of the vaad over the past thirty 
years, I passed by Beis Chayeinu. There, I saw 
hundreds of boxes stamped “Likutei Sichos 41 
volumes.” The forklift unloaded more and more 
pallets from the overseas shipment that had just 
arrived from Eretz Yisrael with hundreds of 
sets that were sold at a subsidized price before 
Hei Teves.

Those in the printing field, especially after 
the price of paper rose this past year, knows 
that it’s impossible to sell a 41-volume set for 
$275. That’s selling at a loss. The fact that the 
Vaad L’Hafotzas Sichos can continue to sell 
the set at this price is solely thanks to the large 
donation made by Mr. Zev Horovitz of Brazil 
who donates a six-figure sum every year for the 
purpose of disseminating the Rebbe’s sefarim. 
I calculated that thanks to his donations over 
the past thirty years, over 1,200,000 sefarim of 
the Rebbe’s teachings have been sold!

THE REBBE PAID ‘SCHAR TIRCHA’ TO RABBI 
DWORKIN

The interview was via Zoom. I sat with R’ 
Chanin in his home in Crown Heights and 
Mr. Horovitz was in his home in Brazil. Each 
of them told about special kiruvim from the 
Rebbe and answers they received from the 
Rebbe over the years.

Mr. Horovitz’s accent is obviously Israeli 
despite the many years he has been living in 
Brazil. He served in the IDF during the Six 
Day War and shortly after the war he went on 
a trip to Brazil to air out. After a few months 

of touring he decided he liked Brazil and re-
mained there.

In 5729/1969 he founded the Highstil cloth-
ing company which manufactures textile items 
from beginning to end, i.e. from the raw mate-
rial to the finished clothing. Employees pick the 
cotton, make it into thread and material and 
fashion quality clothing out of them. Highstil 
has become one of the leading menswear com-
panies in Brazil with a wide range of quality, 
comfortable products.

When did you first meet Chabad 
Chassidim?

Mr. Horovitz: The first significant encounter 
was with Rabbi Simcha Zajac who was sent to 
Brazil even before the Holocaust, by the Rebbe 
Rayatz. I sat in his office and we spoke when, 
suddenly, in walked tax inspectors. I remem-
ber it like today, how he told his wife and the 
accountant that they first had to ask the Rebbe 
and what the Rebbe said is what they would do.

Several years later, after I started the cloth-
ing company, I was uncertain about opening 
a thread factory in northern Brazil. I remem-
bered what R’ Zajac had said and decided to 
ask the Rebbe. I sent the question in writing 
and for some reason, the answer was delayed. 
In the meantime, Rabbi Shabsi Alperin went 
to the Rebbe and I sent my question with him. 
He submitted the letter and the Rebbe’s answer 
was to open the factory and not to wait for 
government promises and to arrange things so 
that I would not need to be away from home 
for Shabbos. The factory is a few hour flight 
from my home and I made sure to listen to the 
Rebbe and return home for Shabbos.

For mechanical reasons, the machines in 
this factory need to work 24/7 all year long 
which creates a serious dilemma when it comes 
to Shabbos observance. The Rebbe told me to 

shortly 
after i 

finished
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make a “shtar mechira” sale of the factory to a 
non-Jew so that I would not benefit from earn-
ings on Shabbos. I don’t remember all the de-
tails but I think that R’ Leibel Zajac arranged it.

R’ Chanin: Zev, I want to tell you something 
that perhaps you did not know until now. After 
the Rebbe said to arrange a shtar mechira, I 
got instructions from the Rebbe to arrange the 
matter with the rav of Crown Heights, Rabbi 
Zalman Shimon Dworkin a’h.

When R’ Dworkin heard it was an instruction 
from the Rebbe, he told me that on principle he 
does not do this procedure since all the rabbis 
in New York had committed not to arrange a 
shtar mechira that would enable business to 
take place on Shabbos lest it infringe on the 
character of Shabbos. The only exceptions were 
the five times the Rebbe asked him to arrange 
it and this was the sixth. It was a complicated 
halachic procedure and R’ Dworkin spent 

hours on it. R’ Dworkin guided R’ Leibel Zajac 
in how to arrange it legally with a lawyer in 
Brazil.

Of course, I reported this to the Rebbe and 
a short while later R’ Dworkin told me that he 
received from the Rebbe a check for $1000 (a 
huge amount in those days) as “schar tircha” 
(payment for the bother).

At the time, I thought that since you had 
started donating toward printing Likutei 
Sichos, the Rebbe wanted the printing of his 
sefarim to be done with money that was not 
tainted by chillul Shabbos and made sure that 
the shtar mechira would be done in the best 
halachic way.

SPECIAL LOVE FROM THE REBBE

Mr. Horovitz’s first connection with the 
Vaad L’Haftozas Sichos began at the begin-
ning of the 80s. His contact was R’ Leibel Zajac 

7 Adar 5750. The Rebbe speaking with Mr. Horovitz about what the Brazilian currency and the Likutei Sichos have in common.
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who spoke with Mr. Horovitz about donat-
ing toward the printing of one of the volumes 
of Likutei Sichos. After Mr. Horovitz had the 
honor of giving the sefer to the Rebbe, he was 
very excited and decided to donate additional 
sefarim. Over the years, he became the main 
supporter of the vaad.

R’ Chanin and Mr. Horovitz grew close, with 
the Rebbe and the sefarim being at the center 
of their unique relationship.

R’ Chanin: As you’ll see for yourselves as 
this interview proceeds, the Rebbe displayed 
special fondness to those who printed his se-
farim. I was the contact person between the 
Rebbe and wealthy individuals who support-
ed the Vaad L’Hafotzas Sichos and nearly all 
the letters that the Rebbe sent to donors went 
through me. Whether it was business ques-
tions or brachos for events and family simchas, 
all the correspondence with the Rebbe went 
through me and the Rebbe also gave me his 
responses for me to forward to them. On the 
envelope it would say the name and address of 

the wealthy person and under it was the line: 
by Rabbi Z. Chanin – 770.

Since I saw everything, I can tell you that 
the Rebbe answered all their business ques-
tions in detail for all those who donated toward 
printing the Rebbe’s sefarim. I don’t know how 
many Lubavitcher Chassidim got such detailed 
answers.

The Rebbe often emphasized that printing 
the sefarim is the conduit for abundant blessing 
and success in their business. There were times 
that before he responded to their question, the 
Rebbe asked, “Let me know whether they are 
printing in his merit more Likutei Sichos and 
which.” Likewise, every time I sent the Rebbe 
a report about the work of the Vaad L’Hafotzas 
Sichos, I had to write the amount that each one 
promised and how much was already given.

Mr. Horovitz: In one of my letters to the 
Rebbe, I asked for a bracha for the businesses 
which were a bit weak. I wrote that for the merit 
of this I gave $18,000 for Likutei Sichos that 
had had been printed in the months previous. 

The Rebbe’s response to Mr. Zev Horovitz about a partnership in a ranch.
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The Rebbe marked the lines about the donation 
and wrote, “This merit and the previous ones 
will stand by you in all the above and for good 
news. I will mention it at the tziyun.”

THE REBBE DEFINES THE SERIES OF LIKUTEI 
SICHOS

In the winter of 5745, after Mr. Horovitz do-
nated the printing of the “Sefer Ha’mafteichos 
l’Likutei Sichos,” the Rebbe sent him a letter 
dated “on the morrow of Yud-Tes Kislev” ex-
pressing gratitude for the nachas ruach caused 
by delivering the volume of which the entire 
cost was covered by him. The Rebbe empha-
sized that this was especially so since it was 
delivered on the Chag HaGeula of the Alter 
Rebbe, the founder of the teachings of Chabad; 
and the content of the sefarim in question 
is from the wellsprings of Torah in gener-
al, and from the wellsprings of Rabboseinu 
Nesieinu, from the Alter Rebbe up to and 
including the Rebbe my father-in-law, Nesi 
Doreinu, upon whose tziyun he will be re-
membered at an auspicious time...

At one point, when Mr. Horovitz asked for a 
bracha for refuah for his mother and a bracha 
for his business, that it should be with peace of 
mind and much success, the Rebbe responded 
that the merit of publishing the teachings of 
Chassidus would stand for him in all of the 
above.

THE REBBE SAID NO TO THE RANCH

Mr. Horovitz, can you tell us some sto-
ries about the Rebbe’s involvement with your 
business?

Mr. Horovitz:  One of the most interesting 
stories was when I got an offer to invest in a cat-
tle ranch in northern Brazil, a few hour flight 
from my home. The ones who pushed for it 
were my two non-Jewish partners in real estate.

After I presented the details to the Rebbe, 
the Rebbe negated it outright. At that time, I 
wasn’t as aware of the Rebbe’s prophetic vision 

and I tried to persuade him ...I thought that the 
Rebbe was saying no to the deal because he was 
afraid I would have to frequently travel to the 
ranch and stay there for Shabbos too. So I asked 
whether if I brought a professional manager to 
run the ranch instead of me and I would give 
him all my authority so that he could run the 
ranch independently, would the Rebbe agree 
that it was worthwhile for me to invest in it.

I don’t remember the exact response since 
it was in the early years and, as I mentioned, 
it was before I properly appreciated what the 
Rebbe said, but it was long and detailed. The 
Rebbe completely negated the idea. Maybe R’ 
Chanin has that response.

R’ Chanin found a photocopy of the letter in 
his archives, written in the Rebbe’s handwriting 
and it said (free translation): The enterprise – a 
business of which he has no knowledge at all, 
and never dealt in it etc, and it is a big circle 
where it is possible to conceal in it many and 
much without him knowing that anything 
was concealed – so if he goes into it – he is 
relying entirely on the partner without any 
possibility of exerting any control over him, 
and it is highly questionable if there is room 
for such a thing. The exception would be if he 
were to put in from his end an expert of his 
own, and he also – his expert – will be in the 
thick of things and there would be no room 
to suspect him etc. etc. - all of which to find 
is distant from reality, therefore the matter 
does not seem right to me.   

R’ Chanin added that even after receiving 
this answer, the non-Jewish partners described 
the large profits he would make and he asked 
the Rebbe again, with additional details. The 
Rebbe negated it again and wrote, “It entails 
the greatest pizur nefesh (the opposite of se-
renity). You will need to rely on others for 
the entire thing both now and all the time. 
The above-mentioned knows that you have 
no choice and are forced to believe them and 
that you are the one mainly responsible etc. 
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Why get involved in all this? Especially as in 
this period of time it is possibly the greatest 
swindle. I will mention it at the tziyun.”

In the meantime, his partners went forward 
in the process of buying the ranch and were 
about to sign a contract.

Mr. Horovitz: I didn’t know how I was going 
to get out of this mess. I was going to listen to 
the Rebbe but it wasn’t pleasant for me, with 
my partners … In the end, I told them that it 
caused me problems with marital harmony 
since my wife was nervous that I’d be absent 
from home for long periods. Fortunately, they 
understood and agreed that I could exit the 
contract without causing any problems.

It was ten to fifteen years later in a friendly 
conversation with one of these partners that he 
said to me: You should know that the best in-
vestment is in real estate. You buy a lot and they 
let you build 20 floors so you have a 20-story 
building. Even if you sell some floors, you will 
always be left with some homes with a stable 
income. A less desirable investment is in facto-
ries. If all goes well, you can make a nice profit, 
but if the business fails, nobody will buy it from 
you. The worst investment is buying a ranch 
where you have to put in endless money and 
don’t see profits; just losses.

After hearing this from the non-Jewish part-
ner, I realized how far-reaching the Rebbe’s 
vision is.

THE REBBE ON THE CHANGE IN GOVERNMENT 
IN BRAZIL

R’ Chanin: As I mentioned, the Rebbe 
showed special consideration to donors who 
printed his sefarim. I’ll give you another ex-
ample where I saw the Rebbe’s special regard 
for R’ Zev.

It was the winter of 5750, after Brazil had 
undergone a government upheaval and it en-
tered a period of slower economic development 
with regular steep market convulsions and an 

unstable government. Businessmen were very 
afraid that the new government would nation-
alize all private property and many tried to take 
all their investments out of Brazil, at least their 
cash in the banks.

On 7 Adar 5750, R’ Zev came from Brazil 
in order to ask the Rebbe his opinion. That 
day, another person from Brazil passed by the 
Rebbe for dollars, Mr. Cesar, and he asked the 
Rebbe about the situation in Brazil. The Rebbe 
told him, “I am not an expert in investments 
and am not involved in business. Consult with 
experts and do as they say.”

Then the Rebbe asked him how he earned 
a living and when he told the Rebbe that he 
transferred money from Brazil to other coun-
tries, mainly the United States, and he took a 
certain percentage etc., the Rebbe told him to 
immediately stop doing this. It was against the 
law and he was endangering himself.

Half an hour or more later, Mr. Horovitz 
passed by and since he did not know that the 
Rebbe had been asked this question, he asked 
whether to be concerned about the government 
upheaval in Brazil. Although when the Rebbe 
had been asked a similar question earlier he 
had sent the person to experts, when R’ Zev 
asked the Rebbe told him, “In general, you can 
invest; and not just invest but invest more. You 
have many options. Choose the best ones so 
you will have greater profits and will be able to 
give more tzedaka in a healthy way.”

It was amazing to see how the Rebbe re-
sponded to two people from the same country 
with the same question and to one, the Rebbe 
said he had no knowledge of business and re-
ferred him to an expert and to the other, who 
donated the cost of printing Likutei Sichos, the 
Rebbe told him exactly what to do and even 
said that the entire political upheaval was for 
his benefit.

Mr. Horovitz: I remember it well. Unfortu-
nately, I did not realize how precise the Rebbe 
was. Although I did not take my investments 
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out of Brazil, and 
thanks to that I 
made a large prof-
it, if I would have 
listened to the 
Rebbe and invest-
ed in Brazil all the 
money that I had 
in other countries, 
I could have dou-
bled and tripled 
my wealth.

At that time, it 
was possible to buy 
Brazilian stocks at 
ridiculously low 
prices. If I would 
have believed 
more and invest-
ed all my money 
in these stocks I 
would have made 
a fortune, because 
within a few years 
the economy in 
Brazil stabilized 
so that today, Bra-
zil has largest the 
economy in South 
America and is in 
ninth place in the 
world’s economies.

R’ Chanin: By the way, at that dollar distri-
bution, R’ Zev gave the Rebbe a new volume of 
Likutei Sichos that was printed thanks to him. 
After he said to the Rebbe, “I want to thank 
the Rebbe for everything,” the Rebbe said to 
him, “I learn in the sefarim that you print and 
therefore I am constantly reminded of you.”

Mr. Horovitz, can you tell us how you felt 
when you gave the Rebbe the new sefer you 
had just printed?

Mr. Horovitz: I’ll tell you honestly, in hind-
sight, I realize how I did not appreciate enough 

the great zechus that I had. If I were to go past 
the Rebbe today, I am sure that I would feel 
the holiness and awe far more.

I remember how R’ Zalman, who would 
come with me for dollars, would put on his 
gartel and was pale in his awe of the Rebbe. 
Although he came along with me, he tried not 
to get too close to the Rebbe; he just stood on 
the side. I stood close and even leaned my head 
closer to the Rebbe to hear him better. Today, 
I wouldn’t dare to do that.

When I read a transcript of what I spoke 
about to the Rebbe and how the Rebbe blessed 

The letter in which the Rebbe writes about Likutei Sichos.
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me, it is very moving to see the closeness and 
special endearment that the Rebbe had for me.

The Rebbe once said to me, “I have an en-
tire library of sefarim that you printed and I 
learn in them every day. Thank you very much 
for the sefarim that you gave me because it is 
thanks to you that I learn in them.”

R’ Chanin: Zev, do you remember what hap-
pened at dollars in Elul 5750 when the Rebbe 
spoke to you about the Brazilian currency and 
expressed himself in unique fashion about his 
sefarim that they circulate around the Jewish 
world?

Mr. Horovitz: Of course. It was a very in-
teresting conversation.

After I gave the Rebbe volume 17 of Likutei 
Sichos, he said he would mention me at the 
tziyun for my heart’s requests for good. He 
added, “Including that you print more holy 
sefarim like these and in joy and goodness of 
heart and ample parnassa.”

Then the Rebbe gave me another dollar and 
said, “Kiflayim l’tushiya (for double wisdom), 
kiflayim l’tushiya for literal parnassa, lots of 
dollars and lots of pesetas (Spanish currency 
also common to many South American coun-
tries). 

The Rebbe then said, “I don’t know what is 
the currency used in your country.”

My wife and I said that the currency in Brazil 
is called cruzeiro [which is what it was called 
then; it was later changed for real].

THE SON OF MR. HOROVITZ HAVING HIS ALIYA IN THE REBBE;S MINYAN
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The Rebbe repeated the word cruzeiro and 
said, “You will give it to tzedaka there.”

Then he explained the name of the coin and 
made an interesting comparison to the sefar-
im I print: “Cruzeiro [from the root ‘cruise ‘] 
meaning also that it travels all over the globe. 
The same is true for the sefarim which circulate 
in a cycle and sail from place to place through-
out the Jewish world.”

In conclusion, when I asked the Rebbe for 
a bracha for the children, he wished “for the 
children blessing and success,” and then gave a 
dollar and said to my wife Sarah, “For you and 
for the four children.” He added, “Usually, the 
mother asks for the children ...” He ended with 
a bracha for good news from the entire family 
and a bracha for length of days and good years 
for my mother.

It’s interesting that when I returned to Brazil, 
I read an article in the newspaper about General 
Yossi Ben Chanan whom I knew from the Six 
Day War. The article said that Yossi has a fixed 
study session in Likutei Sichos. I considered 
this amazing divine providence, after the Rebbe 
had just told me about his sefarim reaching all 
kinds of places and here I was reading about it 
in a most unexpected place.

THE REBBE’S EXPLANATION OF CHUMASH

R’ Chanin: The Rebbe’s relationship with 
Mr. Horovitz was so unique that once, when 
we wanted the Rebbe’s approval for a certain 
project, we asked R’ Zev to present the idea to 
the Rebbe. In 5751, the members of the Vaad 
L’Hafotzas Sichos thought that since we had so 
many sichos of the Rebbe that explain Rashi, 
they should be edited into one unified com-
mentary on Chumash.

We remembered that one time, when R’ Zev 
presented a new sefer, the Rebbe gave him five 
dollars and said: In Torah, it’s all the number 
five – the five books of the Torah, five books 
of Tehillim, etc. When you complete another 
five books, I will give you another five dollars.

Mr. Horovitz: Indeed, on 26 Cheshvan 
5752, I went to the Rebbe for dollars and af-
ter giving two new sefarim to the Rebbe and 
receiving his blessing, I said that in the past I 
received five dollars from the Rebbe and the 
Rebbe mentioned the five books of the Torah. 
This is why I permitted myself to ask the Rebbe 
for the privilege and permission to print his 
explanations on Rashi, including the Chumash.

At first, the Rebbe looked at Rabbi Groner 
and said, “It was printed already,” referring to 
the sefarim, Biurim l’Pirush Rashi al ha’Torah.

R’ Groner, who was apprised of the plan, 
expressed my request more clearly. “He wants 
to print a Chumash with Rashi and the Rebbe’s 
explanation of Rashi underneath.”

To my great delight, the Rebbe said, “For 
that you need to talk with the hanhala of Kehot 
and if they allow it, then it’s fine with me.”

Of course, R’ Chanin, who was appointed by 
the Rebbe to run Kehot too, asked the members 
of the vaad to prepare a sample and quickly 
submitted it to the Rebbe.

R’ Chanin: After R’ Zev got the okay from 
the Rebbe, we were very happy. However, since 
the members of the vaad were afraid to take re-
sponsibility for editing the Rebbe’s sichos, they 
constructed the commentary as an ‘anthology’ 
of the Rebbe’s sichos on the parsha.

When the Rebbe saw the sample, he gave 
his approval but made it conditional on the 
sichos going through a new edit. This style of 
editing demanded a lot of work and it took 
several years before we began publishing the 
first sefarim and we still hope to complete the 
entire set, G-d willing.

THE REBBE WAITED FOR 
THE BAR MITZVA BOY

R’ Chanin: The Horovitz family traveled 
to Eretz Yisrael for the bar mitzva of their son 
Mishael and stopped off at 770. They came here 
on the day of a Torah reading and since the boy 
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was already thirteen, we arranged an aliya for 
him in the Rebbe’s minyan as a Levi.

Mr. Horovitz: My son learned the brachos 
before his bar mitzva, as is customary, and 
when he had his aliya, he said them loudly and 
in the traditional tune. It was apparent that the 
Rebbe greatly enjoyed this.

After his aliya, the Rebbe was given the third 
aliya and we stood next to the Rebbe as the 
Torah was read. When the Rebbe returned to 
his place,  he said, “Mazal tov and a year of 
success!” to my son.

R’ Chanin: I spoke recently with your son 
and he told me that the Rebbe’s words are en-
graved in his mind as though they were just 
said. He attributes all his success in life to them, 
especially the fact that he has a beautiful Torah 
family and his children learn in yeshivos. It’s all 
from the power of the Rebbe’s blessing.

Zev, you surely remember how after the 
davening, your son went to buy a danish for 
breakfast and we stood at the entrance to 770 
and suddenly saw the Rebbe leaving for his car 
to go to the Ohel. After giving out tzedaka to 
the children standing there, he asked where 
the bar mitzva bachur is.

I immediately ran to the store to get him and 
in the meantime, the Rebbe stood and waited 
near the car. It was only after your son arrived 
and received coins for tzedaka that the Rebbe 
drove off.

THE YECHIDUS IN 5753

R’ Chanin: R’ Zev, do you remember the 
rare yechidus that you had in 5753?

Mr. Horovitz: Of course I remember; it was 
unforgettable.

R’ Chanin: After we printed the set of Biurim 
l’Pirush Rashi al ha’Torah in five volumes, R’ 
Groner asked the Rebbe whether R’ Zev could 
go in and give the new set to the Rebbe, as he 
had always done in the past. The Rebbe said 

yes and it was decided that he would go in after 
mincha to the special room that had been built 
for the Rebbe to come in for the tefillos.

Mr. Horovitz: I went with my wife but she 
did not go in. When the Rebbe saw me, he 
raised his hand in greeting and motioned to 
me to enter.

It was very emotionally charged to be alone 
with the Rebbe with just R’ Groner standing 
on the side. I went over and the Rebbe held 
out his hand. I didn’t know what to do and R’ 
Groner said: The Rebbe is giving you shalom 
and you can give him shalom in return. I shook 
the Rebbe’s hand and felt how the Rebbe shook 
my hand back, strongly.

Then the most moving thing happened 
when the Rebbe took my hand and held it to 
his heart for a few seconds that seemed like 
an eternity.

The Rebbe sat in the chair the entire time 
and motioned to me to put the sefarim on his 
lap. R’ Groner hurried over to take them but 
the Rebbe motioned to him not to touch the 
sefarim and they remained on his lap on the 
entire return trip to his office.

When the Rebbe saw my wife standing at 
the door, he waved at her.

That was the last time I saw the Rebbe. De-
spite the many years that passed since then, his 
image is engraved in my heart. Furthermore, 
over the years I have been drawing closer to the 
ways and teachings of the Rebbe. Today I have 
set shiurim in Likutei Sichos with the son of 
Rabbi Whiteman and with Rabbi Zalman Zajac 
and I feel the bond with the Rebbe through his 
holy teachings.

Like everyone, I yearn to see the Rebbe again 
and anticipate seeing him soon with the com-
plete Geula, and as the Rebbe says, “Now!” ■
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Kupas Rabbeinu קופת רבינו 
Lubavitch תחת נשיאות כ"ק אדמו"ר מלך המשיח

בשם ועד קופת רבינו

ר׳ שמואל מלמד                    משפחת גרונר               ר' יוסף ברוך שפילמאן

www.KupasRabeinu.org 
PayPal and Zelle: kupasrabbeinu@gmail.com    

P.O.B. 288 Brooklyn, NY 11225 

Excerpt of a Sicho Kedoisho, 
which speaks for itself:

“The Jews will be redeemed solely through tzedakah... In particular, 
this applies with regard to the matter relevant at present, maos chittim,
tzedakah given for Pesach that includes all of the needs of the holiday. 
Our involvement with this must be in a manner of ratzo and shov, i.e., 
one should not wait for the tzedakah collector, but instead, rush to 
give him maos chittim on his own initiative (ratzo) Moreover, even 
after he has already given maos chittim, he should go and give a 
second time (shov).... For one who has been blessed should increase 
his gifts according to the blessing he has been given, And whoever 
increases will be given additional reward, Indeed, there is no limit to 
this additional reward”.

(From the sichos of Shabbos Parshas Vayakhel-Pekudei, 5750)

lately, with the coronavirus, many of Anash are in need of 
help for Pesach. Please increase your donation! May the do-
nation be l’ilui nishmas the Rebbe’s secretary, Rabbi Yehuda 
Leib Groner a’h, whose yahrzeit is on 14 Nissan, erev Pesach, 
who devoted himself to Kupas Rabbeinu.

בברכת שבתא טבא וחג הפסח כשר ושמח
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avrohom rainitz  •

Bogomilsky, a tremendous Torah 
scholar and one of the distinguished 
Chabad rabbanim in America, has 
been serving for almost sixty years 

as the rabbi of the Mount Sinai Congregation in 
the Ivy Hill section of Newark, New Jersey. He 
had the privilege of carrying out many missions 
in dozens of far-flung communities, from South 
America and the islands of the Caribbean to  
distant Afghanistan, and has been a consistent 
strong voice in the battle for maintaining the 
halachic integrity of proper gender separation 
in synagogues. * In an interview with Avraham 
Rainitz, he reveals instructions and responses 
that he received from the Rebbe over the years, 
ever since he was a young bachur, and discuss-
es the synthesis between halachic resoluteness 
and Chassidic pleasantness. He also states em-
phatically that identifying the Rebbe as Melech 
HaMoshiach is something that can be and is 
accepted.

Very few Chabad Chassidim merited to car-
ry out as many missions and directives of the 
Rebbe as Rabbi Shmuel Pesach Bogomilsky, 
who made dozens of trips to far-flung com-
munities, from South America and the islands 
of the Caribbean to distant Afghanistan. Over 
the years of his shlichus he has connected 
thousands of Jews to the Nasi HaDor, many 
of whom continued to maintain a regular cor-
respondence with the Rebbe.

Even after he married, when he was ap-
pointed to the position of rabbi of the Mount 
Sinai Congregation in the Ivy Hill section of 
Newark, New Jersey, he was privileged to re-
ceive instructions from the Rebbe in the field 
of rabbonus and shlichus, Already in the early 
days of his career in the rabbinate, he needed 
to call upon his Chassidic forcefulness when 
his demand that a proper mechitza be installed 
in the shul aroused the ire of a number of the 

congregants. The Rebbe accompanied him 
throughout the struggle, step by step, until his 
complete victory.

R’ Bogomilsky is also known as a tremen-
dous Torah scholar who, along with his com-
munal responsibilities, devotes his time to sit-
ting and learning. His chiddushim have been 
published in various respected Torah jour-
nals, and the Rebbe sent him his comments 
and observations on a number of them. Many 
shluchim see him as someone to turn to for 
complex questions that come up in the field 
of shlichus and practical rabbinics.

In our interview, we presented R’ Bogomilsky 
with some of the difficult and challenging 
dilemmas that many shluchim are forced to 
confront on a regular basis. In his responses, 
he wove in fascinating stories and personal 
guidance that he received from the Rebbe on 
these issues.

THE REBBE GUIDES: WITH PLEASANTNESS 
AND RESPECT

Shluchim around the world frequently 
encounter conflict between the demands of 
the congregants/mekuravim/donors and the 
demands of halacha. What is the proper way 
to bridge the gap, without compromising on 
the integrity of the halacha on the one hand, 
and without undermining community cohe-
sion on the other?

The first guiding principle for every shliach 
has to be the statement of Hillel the Elder, 
“Be among the students of Aharon who loves 
peace and pursues peace, loves the creatures 
and brings them close to Torah,” as per the 
well-known textual insight of the Rebbe, that 
we need to bring the Jews close to Torah and 
not bring the Torah close to the Jews. We need 
to preserve the Torah in its entirety, without 

 Rabbi 
shmuel 
pesach
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any compromise 
or concession, and 
along with that to 
bring the Jews close 
to Torah.

The most effec-
tive path to success 
is hinted to in the 
beginning of Hillel’s 
words; loves peace 
and pursues peace. 
When the shliach is 
filled with Ahavas 
Yisrael, loves peace 
and pursues peace, 
he will consequently 
speak with pleasant-
ness and the proper 
respect due to every 
person. That will 
lead to his view be-
ing accepted by the 
listeners, even if they are of a different opin-
ion. When the mekurav feels that he is being 
respected and treated nicely, he is prepared to 
accept the most unyielding view of halacha.

I had the privilege of being directed towards 
this approach of “pleasantness and respect” 
in a unique response that I received from the 
Rebbe, when I was a sixteen year old bachur. 
The story was this:

In the winter of 1957, I learned in the main 
yeshiva Tomchei Tmimim in 770. Like all the 
other bachurim during that period, I would 
go each Shabbos to review Chassidus in the 
many shuls that were spread around Crown 
Heights. One Shabbos, I went to speak on the 
shul on the corner of Troy and Union and was 
shocked to see that the mechitza was set very 
low, two-and-a-half feet high.

The rabbi of the shul was an older gentle-
man in his sixties, a student of the Slabodka 
yeshiva in Europe, who had served as the rabbi 
for more than thirty-five years. Since I was a 

young bachur of sixteen, I though it inappro-
priate for me to approach him and point out to 
him the problem with the mechitza. Instead, I 
approached R’ Dovid Raskin a”h the director 
of Tzach, and I asked him if I should contin-
ue going to that shul to review Chassidus. He 
answered that I should continue to go there, 
and at the same time try to correct the matter 
of the mechitza.

I waited for an appropriate opportunity to 
discuss the matter with the rabbi of the shul, 
and the opportunity was not long in coming. 
In that shul there were dozens of people who 
came to daven on Shabbos, but during the week 
there were only a handful of regulars. The rabbi 
asked me to arrange for some bachurim from 
the yeshiva to come and complete the minyan 
during the week. With much effort, I managed 
to get a few bachurim as he had requested who 
would come each day. 

One morning, a few women showed up 
during the minyan and the bachurim, who 
suddenly became aware of the problem of the 

R’ BOGOMILSKY RECEIVING A DOLLAR FROM THE REBBE
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mechitza, pointed this out to the rabbi. He 
calmed them down and said that it was okay, 
but when they told me about it I realized that 
this was the opportunity for me to raise the 
issue.

By Divine Providence, immediately after-
ward it occurred that the bachurim couldn’t 
make it to the complete the minyan for a few 
days. That Shabbos, when I came to the shul to 
speak, the rabbi asked me why the bachurim 
didn’t come for a few days. I told him that ap-
parently it was because they were G-d-fear-
ing and didn’t want to transgress by davening 
without a proper mechitza between the men 
and the women. I added that since there was 
no minyan without them, they felt that by their 
coming they were also transgressing “Before a 
blind person, do not place a stumbling block,” 
since they were the ones causing the minyan 
to be held improperly.

The rabbi did not at all understand what the 
problem was and he argued that the shul was 
already standing for thirty-five years with the 
current mechitza, and a number of Gedolei 
Yisrael had davened there over the years and 
nobody raised the issue before, and suddenly 
a few bachurim show up and claim that the 
mechitza is not kosher...

I began to cite for him the halachic rulings of 
recent greats, including Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, 
but that rabbi held of himself and was even de-
risive of the rulings of Rabbi Moshe Feinstein.  

In the interim, I conducted a comprehensive 
research of the topic and the next time I visited 
the shul, I told the rabbi that there is an explicit 
Gemara in Maseches Succa that at the Simchas 
Beis Ha’shoeiva they would put up a balcony 
for the women and that this is the Talmudic 
source for the need for a mechitza in a shul. 
After we had a brief back and forth about the 
meaning of the words of the Gemara, and about 
the reason for putting up the balcony for the 
women in the Beis HaMikdash, the rabbi also 
understood that there is a need for a mechitza 

that is high enough to prevent the men looking 
at the women during the davening. As a result, 
he backed down from his original position and 
said, “Nu, it can be arranged, it’s not such a 
complicated matter.”

In fact, within a few weeks he arranged for 
a mechitza that was five-and-a-half feet tall. 
Although it really should be six feet, technical-
ly that would already be considered a kosher 
mechitza.

When I told R’ Dovid Raskin about it, he 
suggested that I submit a full report and send 
it to Tzach with the address as 770 Eastern 
Parkway. He confided to me that many times 
these letters would be delivered to the Rebbe. I 
followed his advice and in fact had the privilege 
of the Rebbe opening the letter and adding a 
handwritten note at the end:

“Yeyasher kocho and great is his merit that 
he succeeded in doing the aforementioned 
and provided merit to the many, and that the 
merit of the many is dependent on him. And 
certainly he will continue over time in ways of 
pleasantness and in a manner of respect – [to 
see to it] that they add to the aforementioned 
until it will be higher than the height of a 
man, as this is one of the shiurim (halachic 
measurements) that goes according to the 
individual person (Keilim ch. 17 mishna 11), 
as we follow the reason for the thing.”

In addition to the privilege of discovering 
the Rebbe’s position on the subject of the prop-
er height for a mechitza, that it has to be higher 
than the height of a man, I also received an 
important lesson in how to wield influence 
over people; “in ways of pleasantness and in a 
manner of respect.” When you speak pleasantly 
and show the person you are speaking with the 
proper respect, even when the subject is one 
that requires taking a firm halachic stance, the 
person will accept what is said with under-
standing and the words will have their effect.
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THE REBBE INSTRUCTS: NO COMPROMISES

Being that you serve as the Rabbi of a com-
munity that does not identify as Lubavitch, 
have there been issues that affect the com-
munity where you had to combine taking a 
firm position with ways of pleasantness and 
in a manner of respect?

(Laughing): Oho, I have needed to employ 
lots of firmness. Obviously, I poured that great 
forcefulness into a cup of pleasantness and with 
the Rebbe’s brachos I have seen wondrous re-
sults.

It was back in the beginning of the 60’s.  
Until that point, rabbis from Yeshiva Univer-
sity had served at Mount Sinai and since they 
weren’t familiar with the idea of shlichus, they 
didn’t last longer than a year or two.  One of 
the members of the community had a brother 
who lived in Crown Heights.  Those who lived 
in Crown Heights in those days remember that 
the wedding hall at Oholei Torah was called the 
Spot Hall, as that was his name.   

One day, Spot of Newark asked his brother 
whether he knew of any other yeshiva aside 
from Y.U. that could send a rabbi to their com-
munity.  His brother told him that right across 
the street was a yeshiva belonging to Lubavitch 
and he would get the phone number.

The yeshiva was located on Bedford and only 
older bachurim learned in 770.  The yeshiva’s 
office was on Bedford and 770 had only a public 
phone.  The man gave his brother the number 
of the public phone.

The brother from Newark called the num-
ber and by Divine Providence, a bachur from 
Newark answered the phone.  When he heard 
that a congregation in Newark was looking for 
a rabbi, he took the information and promised 
to help.  I was a chasan at the time.  That bachur 
approached me and told me about the phone 
call, and suggested that I try to get the position.

I called up and he wanted to hear about my 
experience.  After I told him some of the shli-

chuyos I did in various countries, he said that 
it sounded good to him and that he needed to 
hold a meeting of the shul committee.

A few weeks later, he called me back and said 
they had had a meeting and they were inter-
ested in my coming to meet them.  I went with 
my kalla so she could see the place we would 
be living in (I told her we would try it out for 
a year, but the year got extended and we are 
here over forty years!).  I told them about the 
experience I had accrued over nine years on 
Merkos Shlichus and they told me they were 
interested in having me serve as their rabbi.

I wrote to the Rebbe and described the run-
ning of the shul up until that point. The Rebbe 
gave his bracha with the following conditions: 
A) that there be no issue of hasagas gevul of the 
previous rabbi, B) that the board would agree 
to commit to having a mechitza the height of a 
man, and C) that the bima for kerias ha’Torah 
be in the center of the shul as the Shulchan 
Aruch says it should be.  

The Rebbe said that if they arranged a row 
of people to sit between the bima and the Aron 
Kodesh, it would be enough to establish that 
the bima was in the center.  

In a conversation with the president of the 
congregation, I told him my conditions and he 
said he would arrange it and there was nothing 
to worry about.  He invited me for Shabbos so 
that the members of the shul could meet the 
new rabbi.

I imagine that the condition regarding the 
mechitza was the most difficult. How did the 
president manage to overcome that issue?

He discovered that the synagogue’s bylaws 
stated that the rav was the person who was ex-
clusively responsible for religious matters at the 
shul.  He put a similar clause in my contract and 
when I presented my demands he explained 
to the members of the board that they had no 
choice but to accede to my demands, for if not, 



50 BEIS MOSHIACH

they were violating the bylaws of the synagogue 
and would be in violation of a signed contract.  

If we are already on the subject, it is worth 
mentioning a number of additional directives 
that I received from the Rebbe, even if they 
are not directly relevant to the general topic 
of this discussion: 

After I arrived at an agreement with the 
president regarding the mechitza, I brought 
him for a visit to 770 and showed him the 
mechitzos made of glass. I told him that it 
would be possible to make the mechitza in 
the shul in a similar manner.

When I wrote about this to the Rebbe, the 
Rebbe raised a number of points in connection 
with the mechitza. 1) Regarding what I wrote 
that the mechitza has to be six feet tall, the 
Rebbe added: at least. 2) Regarding what 
I wrote that the mechitza could be made of 
glass, the Rebbe emphasized that it had to 
be made of glass that is not transparent to 
the one looking from the men’s section. 
Additionally, the Rebbe expressed reservations 
about a mechitza of glass in a shul like ours, 
in which the men’s and women’s sections are 
on the same level and the mechitza serves as 

the only separation. (As opposed to 
770, where the main mechitza is the 
separation on different floors). This 
is what he wrote:

“And what compelled him to get 
involved with a heter (which is in 
any case a great dochak) – without 
realizing that here the women’s 
section is higher (and exceedingly) 
in height than the men’s section, and 
see Succa 51 end of side b: and they 
would come etc. and they were still 
coming etc. (until) they instituted 
etc. up high – and in Chiddushei 
Aggados Maharsha that the change 
of them sitting [up high] is called 
in-and-of itself a great rectification 
relative to what was before!

“And he casually negated with his 
talk-comparison all of this.

“As relates to what to actually do – he 
should ask (in secrecy) a Rav of Anash. Since 
it would seem that it is not worthwhile prod-
ding too much if there will be be a great need 
etc.”

I learned from the Rebbe’s answer that he 
expects that when being accepted to serve as 
a rabbi for a given congregation, one needs to 
be particular about every small detail and not 
look for any leniency.

I saw this point in another response that I 
received from the Rebbe, in connection with 
the Rebbe’s insistence that there be at least one 
row of congregants between the bima and the 
Aron Kodesh. Rabbi Zalman Shimon Dwor-
kin was uncertain as to the Rebbe’s intention, 
whether they actually had to sit there or if it 
was enough for there to be an empty space of 
one row, so that they would be able to circle 
the bima. The Rebbe negated this and wrote, 
“because then it will be a great question as to 
whether the separation will be a lasting one.”

THE REBBE’S RESPONSE ABOUT THE PROPER PLACE FOR THE BIMA IN SHUL



It went pretty easily for you thanks to the 
cleverness of the president of the shul. But 
what should a shliach, who is offered a posi-
tion as the rabbi of a synagogue, do when he 
is certain that if he insists on a full fledged 
mechitza the congregants will abandon him 
and go find a Conservative rabbi? Is it not 
worthwhile to compromise on the mechitza 
issue in order to ascertain that in every other 
matter the place will operate as an Orthodox 
shul and not Conservative?

If only it had gone easily for me. After we 
signed the contract, and those congregants re-
alized that they had a problem with the syna-
gogue bylaws, they looked into it and discov-
ered that with a two thirds majority they could 
change the bylaws. They began to take action 
in that direction with the goal being to turn the 
shul into a Conservative synagogue.

I found myself in a real dilemma, as you 
described in your question. When I asked 
Rabbi Berel Rivkin whether I should compro-
mise temporarily on a four foot mechitza, and 
perhaps over time I would succeed in getting 
consent to raise the mechitza, especially as with 
that I would save them from falling into the 
hands of the Conservatives, he said this was 
a spiritual question and only the Rebbe could 
answer it. I directed the question to the Rebbe, 
and received a very sharp response: This is not 
his matter at all, and in general it demands 
great study as to whether it is permissible 
according to halacha. 

This is a clear answer to your question: A 
shliach has to check into what is permitted and 
what is forbidden according to halacha, and 
not deviate even one hairs-breadth from the 
halachic ruling. This is not his matter at all, if 
as a result of his firm stance regarding the rules 
of halacha they turn towards the Conservatives.

In the same response, the Rebbe also wrote 
that after it would become known that those 
who were opposed to the mechitza wanted 
to turn the shul into a Conservative shul, my 
chances would be better to convince the other 

members of the congregation to support my 
position on the mechitza:

“Based on the above [that they prepared 
a petition to make the shul Conservative] it 
would be proper to speak with the balebatim 
and the president etc. that from this can be 
seen clearly what is the significance of the 
mechitza, in that those who oppose a proper 
mechitza – have now revealed their position 
as to what their true outlook is [to make the 
shul Conservative], and from this is under-
stood that all those who believe in the Torah 
from Heaven (unlike the Conservative Jews) 
need to fight on behalf of a mechitza.”

The Rebbe also explained that although the 
shul bylaws stated that I was the one to make 
spiritual decisions, there is nothing stopping 
them at all from arranging the aforemen-
tioned petition – now or after a brief time. 
Therefore, I had to fight to arrange everything 
before I took the position since if I accepted 
it while matters were still up in the air: “Then 
he won’t be able to oppose them as forcefully 
as now, since by accepting the position he 
is conceding that they are the ones to also 
decide spiritual matters, and even if he will 
guarantee it in the contract – they are already 
changing the current contract.” 

During that same period I merited to receive 
another answer from the Rebbe, which served 
as a guiding light for me in the subsequent 
struggles that were yet to come: “If without 
compromises in matters of fear of Heaven – 
it is worthwhile making the effort to remain 
there.”

In the end, after I spoke with some mem-
bers of the congregation and explained to them 
what the Rebbe had said, that this was a war 
about the Orthodox character of the shul, and 
after the president of the shul threatened to re-
sign if my conditions weren’t met, they agreed 
to all the conditions and so I was accepted as 
rav of the kehilla. ■

(to be continued)
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STAND TALL IN YOUR HISKASHRUS

Among the many internal matters 
that the Rebbe infuses into 

us, there is also the aspect of romemus and 
hisnas’us (loftiness and elevation - in the sense 
of inherent traits in a born leader). Since the 
Rebbe himself is a king and he has the aspect 
of rising above and elevation, he endows us 
with this too.

Obviously, the Rebbe’s hisnas’us is not in the 
literal (worldly) sense, G-d forbid, but an eleva-
tion of holiness, as the Rebbe Rashab put it, “By 
me there is ‘atzmi.’ Give me the credit that this 
is so. I have no connection to any (self)-rais-
ing up or (self)-elevation  these are just the 
facts.” A smattering of this is what the Rebbe 
provides each and every Chassid so that along 
with utter bittul, he will have the assertiveness 
and elevation in a manner “and his heart was 
uplifted in the ways of Hashem.”

THE SERVANT OF THE KING IS A KING

This assertiveness that the Rebbe provides 
us with affects both our work with ourselves 
and our work with the “outside,” “to rectify the 
world in the kingdom of Hashem.”

When we interact with another Jew, we 
need to do so in a manner of assertiveness 
and from a place of greatness without allowing 
ourselves to be impressed by the scoffers or 
obstacles and impediments. When a bachur 
goes on mivtzaim, he needs to approach a Jew 
with the assertiveness of a king, and not G-d 

forbid with the feeling that he, the bachur, is a 
“batlan” (layabout) who sits and learns all day 
and is now coming to ask this businessman 
who “runs the world” to do him a favor and 
agree to put on tefillin. Obviously, he needs to 
make the approach with appropriate politeness, 
but at the same time with full confidence and 
expansiveness.

We see in actuality that when a shliach or 
tamim approaches to speak in such a man-
ner, he reaps success above and beyond his 
strengths and abilities on his own. If it doesn’t 
work the first time, then it will have the desired 
effect the second or third time and will dissolve 
all barriers.

CHASSIDIC ARROGANCE

This point is very pertinent and crucial to 
one’s inner work with himself as well. Since the 
Rebbe invests him with a sense of loftiness and 
elevation, he does not submit to the blandish-
ments of the yetzer. There is the well known 
saying about R’ Mordechai Liepler who said 
about himself that he never stumbled because 
he was a baal gaavah (an arrogant person), 
since every time that he felt a desire for some-
thing improper, he would say to himself, “I 
am a Chassid of such a great Rebbe, it’s not 
appropriate for me to fall in such a matter.”

In other words, when a tamim stops and 
makes a personal accounting of his spiritual 
state and standing, he is liable to ch”v reach a 
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conclusion that “see me that I am blackened,” 
and as a result of that to come to sadness and 
feeling low. What he needs to know is that he is 
connected to the Rebbe, and the Rebbe is mash-
pia to him the full force of hisnas’us of “and his 
heart was uplifted.” Consequently, even if he 
fell and stumbled, that is only because of (as 
the verse continues) “as I was scorched by the 
sun.” Namely, that he in and of himself is “a 
part of G-d above literally,” and he is a Chassid 
of Rabboseinu Nesieinu etc, and what brought 
him to this state were the enticements around 
him – but his true existence and his true desire 
is to be a tamim in the fullest measure.

“MY ENTIRE INYAN IS TO LIFT UP”

There is the by now famous story of when 
the renowned shadar R’ Yosef Wineberg once 
needed to bring an urgent matter to the Rebbe 
in middle of the night, and he shoved the note 
under the door of the Rebbe’s room in the 
hope that R’ Chodakov would notice it on the 
floor and give it to the Rebbe. What actually 
happened is that R’ Chodakov did not notice 
the note and the Rebbe himself bent down and 
picked it up.

When R’ Wineberg found out what hap-
pened, he felt very bad about causing the Rebbe 
to exert himself to bend down. He sent in a note 
apologizing about what transpired. Some time 
later, the Rebbe wrote to him: That is my entire 
inyan to lift up, especially what others don’t 
pay attention to.

We see this in the Rebbe’s farbrengens (and 
now it’s possible to see and experience this with 
video) – how the Rebbe lifts up, in the literal 
material sense and all the more so in the spiri-
tual, the entire crowd with one hand movement 
in the manner of “when Moshe raised his hand, 
the Jewish people were ascendant.” The Rebbe 
is head and shoulders above the entire people, 
and when the Rebbe speaks he lifts and raises 
up. That is the reality! We only need to allow 
him to do it.

When a Chassid chooses to remain with his 
mara shechora (depressive tendency), and to 
think who am I and what am I – with this very 
thought he does not allow the Rebbe to lift him 
up. However, when he is mekasher himself to 
the Rebbe and puts his own self aside, being 
that it says about Moshiach, “Behold My ser-
vant shall prosper; he shall be exalted and lifted 
up, and he shall be very high,” the Rebbe lifts 
him up together with himself.

We need to add in strengthening all the 
pathways of hiskashrus, and to devote time to 
think about and contemplate this point, that the 
very connection that we have with the Rebbe 
lifts and raises us ever higher. The very con-
scious awareness of this empowers us to break 
through all of the boundaries and limitations 
from within and without, to the point of the 
revelation of the “general yechida” with the 
complete revelation very soon. ■

Farbrengen
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 Tanya in Tales
Rabbi Mendy Crombie 

This is How You 
Stand Before a king!

Stories of our Rebbeim and their Chassidim highlighting concepts 
we learn in the daily Tanya. In this installment: Chapters 41-43

41: LET AWE AND FEAR FALL UPON HIM
ּוְבִיְרָאה  ֵאיָמה  ְבּ ְלָפָניו  ַלֲעבֹד   ָצִרי ן  ֵכּ ְוַעל 

ֶל עֹוֵמד ִלְפֵני ַהֶמּ ְכּ

Man reaches the conclusion that he 
ought to serve G-d with awe and fear 
like a servant standing before the king.

The mashpia, R’ Shmuel Gronem, explained 
what the Alter Rebbe says in Tanya with this 
story. A man was a contractor for the govern-
ment and built fortifications. After building 
one of these fortifications, Czar Nikolai I went 
to see whether the building had been built in 
accordance with all the strategies of war. After 
visiting, the czar praised the Jew for doing a 
superlative job.

Two weeks later, the contractor received an 
invitation from the czar to come and meet with 
him in Petersburg. The Jew was very frightened. 
He feared they found some detail of his work 
to be amiss and he traveled in great trepidation 
to Petersburg.

Upon arriving at the czar’s palace, he showed 
the armed guards the letter and they allowed 

him to enter. They showed him to a waiting 
room. As he sat there, he saw a general enter 
and stand there in fear and he was frightened 
too. Then a clerk came and told the general that 
the czar was ready to see him. The general was 
so frightened that his knees knocked together. 
Seeing the general’s fear, the Jew’s hands and 
feet began to tremble.

Many other ministers came and went and 
each one trembled in fear and the Jew sat there 
in dread.

When all the visitors who had been called 
to see the czar had gone, the clerk came in and 
said the czar did not need him and he could 
go home.

The reason the czar had called for him was 
because when he visited the fortification he saw 
that the Jew was not afraid of him. He wanted to 
show him how all the ministers and important 
people who recognized the ruler’s greatness 
were terrified of him.

(Reshimos Devarim p. 266)
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THEY FORGOT THE “I”
ַנְפׁשֹו  ֶשְׁבּ ּוִביָנתֹו  ָחְכָמתֹו  ְבּ ְלִהְשַׁתֵמׁש  א  ֶשׁלֹּ

י ַלה‘ ְלַבּדֹו ְלִתּ ִבּ

When putting on tefillin, a person thinks 
how the powers of his mind should be 
used solely to serve Hashem.

The  Chassidim of the Alter Rebbe before 
the imprisonment in Petersburg said:

When they crossed the threshold and 
entered the Rebbe’s room for yechidus, they 
forgot all matters of intellectual understanding 
and the “I” of this world. When they left the 
yechidus room, they sensed the matter of 
“know Him in all your ways,” and those with 
great intellectual comprehension sensed the 
matter of “exclusively to G-d Himself.”

(Sefer HaSichos 5700 p. 88)

Chapter 42: HE SEES WHAT THEY LACK
ֹמֶשׁה  ְשַׁמת  ִמִנּ ִניצֹוִצין  יֹוְרִדין  ָודֹור  ּדֹור  ָכל  ְבּ
גּוף ְוֶנֶפׁש ֶשׁל  ִשׁין ְבּ ׁלֹום ּוִמְתַלְבּ נּו ָעָליו ַהָשּ ַרֵבּ

ַחְכֵמי ַהּדֹור ֵעיֵני ָהֵעָדה

In every generation, sparks come down 
from the soul of Moshe Rabeinu and are 
invested within the bodies and souls of 
the leaders.

The Rebbe Rashab once sent R’ Lazer 
Nannes to Dvinsk to the Rogotchover Gaon. 
After a long trip, R’ Lazer arrived at the gaon’s 
house and upon entering found the gaon pac-
ing around the table in thought. He waited in 
a corner of the room until the gaon would stop 
and notice him.

After a few minutes, the gaon stopped and 
saw R’ Lazer. His first question to him was, 
“How is the Rebbe?”

Before R’ Lazer could respond, the gaon 
went on to say, “Do you know what a Rebbe is? 
I will tell you my understanding of the essence 
of a Rebbe. When the Rebbe reads the bedtime 
Shema, he thinks about all parts of the world.

“Chachamim are called ‘the eyes of the con-
gregation’ and they have eyes to see what each 
person is lacking. When a tzaddik sees a Jew 

in some corner of the world who is lacking 
something materially or spiritually, he arouses 
mercy upon him. This is a Rebbe!”

(HaIsh Shelo Nichna p. 746)

ONLY A JEW FEELS
ִלְכָללּות  ַעת  ַהַדּ ִחיַנת  ְבּ  ְמִשׁי ֶשַׁמּ ַהְיינּו  ְדּ

ִיְשָׂרֵאל

Moshe Rabeinu was mashpia to the 
Jewish people the ability for G-dliness 
to absorbed within them.

The Tzemach Tzedek said that there was 
once a gentile minister in Petersburg who was 
able to apprehend G-dliness on very high levels, 
up to the level of tehiru ila’a.

When he said this, the mashpia, R’ Shmuel 
Levitin explained that in kelipa there can be 
‘chochma’ and ‘bina’ but not ‘daas’ because 
‘daas’ is bonding and sensing – that the idea 
become settled within him and he becomes one 
with it. This ability they don’t have; whereas a 
Jew actually feels G-dliness!

(HaTamim 5776 issue 40 p. 50)

Chapter 43: AS THOUGH THE BULLET IS 
COMING CLOSER

ִניִמּיּות,  ֶשׁת, ְוִיְרָאה ְפּ ָאה, ְיֵרא בֹּ ַא ַהִיְּרָאה ִעָלּ
 תֹו ֶשְׁבּ ָהֱאלֹהּות  ִניִמית  ִמְפּ ִנְמֶשֶׁכת  ֶשִׁהיא 

ָהעֹוָלמֹות

Yira tata’a is produced by meditating 
upon G-dliness as it is reflected in the 
reality of the world. Yira ila’a is produced 
by meditating upon G-dliness as it is 
above the worlds.

The Alter Rebbe said about the holy Rabbi 
Aharon of Karlin that his yira tata’a is like that 
of a person who was sentenced to death and 
the soldiers are standing near him and already 
shot the bullet and he sees the bullet coming 
closer to him. 

He stands with this level of yira tata’a all the 
time. His yira ila’a is a far, far loftier level, which 
not every person can even contain in his mind.

(Likutei Sippurei Hisvaaduyos p. 400) ■
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MomentsWith The RebbeMomentsWith The Rebbe
Yechidus with Machne Israel Development Fund

1. On Tuesday, 26 Adar 5751, 
there was a gathering in 770 

for members of the Machne Israel 
Development Fund. This is a group 
of wealthy individuals who commit 
to giving large sums to Machne Israel. 
Part of the program was when they 
met with the Rebbe. 

2. On that day, the large zal was set 
up for the gathering.  A few min-

utes before four, the Rebbe entered the 
shul and delivered a sicha for about half 
an hour. The Rebbe began by pointing 
out that affluent people are those whom 
Hashem gave greater opportunities to 
fulfill their mission in the world. This 
is why it says, “Rebbi [Rabi Yehuda Ha-
Nasi] honored the wealthy,” because he 
himself, as Nasi, was extremely rich and 
understood the inherent possibilities.
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3. After the sicha, the donors to-
gether with the shluchim from 

their hometowns, approached the 
Rebbe. Each of them was able to speak 
to the Rebbe privately for a few min-
utes. 

4. How magnificent it was to see 
the personal regard the Rebbe 

gave each of the participants. The 
conversations took place in a manner 
of closeness and attentiveness that 
was uncommon in the day to day 
interactions between the Rebbe and 
Chassidim (especially many years af-
ter the end of the era of yechiduyos). 
This event took about five hours, until 
after nine in the evening. ■
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Who Will Educate The Educators?

QUESTION > I am an administrator of a network of Chabad day schools and the 
summer vacation is approaching. I was considering arranging professional  

educational courses with certification for my teachers and staff so that they can have better tools, 
and learn new methods of education. I would also like to arrange Farbrengens for my staff. Is this 
something that the Rebbe encouraged?

Answer > Yasher Koach on 
considering taking this 

initiative. There is no question that the Rebbe 
approves and encourages continuous growth 
and inspiration for educators. The following 
are a sample of the many letters of the Rebbe 
on this very important topic:

1. “I really had pleasure from your noti-
fication that you arranged a Farbrengen for 
the teachers and that you explained to (and 
inspired) them on certain matters concerning 
their holy work. It is my strong hope that you 
will arrange such events on a steady basis. The 
importance of such activities can’t be evaluated. 
This is because each teacher is responsible for 
a certain group of students, thus any positive 
influence on the teacher has a multiplied effect 
though all their students.” (Igros,, Vol. 10 p. 
257; #3218).

2. “It is self-understood that creating pre-
paratory courses for teachers from Anash, is 
a very very good idea.” (Igros,, Vol. 12 p. 56; 
#3862).

3. “The idea to set up expedited courses to 
prepare teachers during the time of vacation 
is a very very good idea. This is even if there 
was no worry that the government will demand 
certification from the teachers for the coming 
year. It is certain that you will work on this with 
full enthusiasm and it would be a good idea that 
even certified teachers join — at least some of 
— the courses. This will help them review the 
material as well as pick up new ideas.” (Igros, 
Vol. 9 p. 168; #2790).

4.  “It is my understanding that in the up-
coming weeks there will be educational courses 
under the leadership of Rabbi Zilberstrom. It 

 TheRebbe On Chinuch
Rabbi Gershon AvtzonRabbi Gershon AvtzonRabbi Gershon Avtzon
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is my intention that you participate with full 
involvement and will acquire the necessary 
knowledge so that you will be able to use your 
abilities to positively influence those around 
you, as you will be certified. The way things 
work is that people like to first see the certifica-
tion and then they learn to respect that person 
that received the certification.” (Igros, Vol. 17 
p. 256; #6405).

5. “It is shocking that you do not mention 
in your letter the ‘food for the road’ that you 
prepared for the students for the time of their 
vacation, and (it is shocking your failure to 
mention) the professional development courses 
for the teachers during these weeks. It is very 
important to use these opportunities to lay out 
the general points and direction that needs 
improvement in their profession.” (Igros, Vol. 
11 p. 330; #3716).

6. In 5718, the Rebbe released a clarion-
call for Anash to get involved in Chinuch. The 
Rebbe then wrote the following: “It is certain 
that in order to fulfill the job properly, one needs 
to have knowledge in a few professional areas of 
education. There are those that already have 
them and some that have partial knowledge 
and can quickly fill in the gap. The rest (those 
that are missing all the tools and knowledge) 
can get these tools in quick ways (courses) 
and also can be made up through the actual 

experience of teaching”. (Igros, Vol. 16 p. 174; 
#5951). 

7. The following is an interesting answer to 
a teacher that went to the courses but did not 
go to the actual test. The Rebbe wrote to him: 
“Even after reading all the reasons you provid-
ed for your decision, I do not understand the 
conclusion: There was certainly no damage by 
going and it is possible that you would have 
passed some of the tests and possibly all. You 
write that you have a weak memory, that is only 
the yetzer hara trying to get you to become 
lazy.” (Igros, Vol. 15 p. 373; #5699)

In conclusion, this endeavor is  certainly a 
positive one and I wish you hatzlacha in your 
noble undertaking.

The Moshiach Connection: 
The primary role of Moshiach is as a teacher 

of Klal Yisrael. His students will include the 
greatest rabbis and teachers. The Rambam 
clearly writes (Hilchos Teshuva 9:2): “These 
changes will come about because this king 
who will arise from Dovid’s descendants will 
be a greater master of knowledge than Shlomo 
Hamelech, and a great prophet close to the level 
of Moshe, our teacher. Therefore, he will teach 
the entire nation and instruct them in the path 
of Hashem.” Thus, we see how Moshiach will 
educate and teach even the teachers. ■
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SHABBOS & PESACH: TRANSCENDING THE 
NATURAL ORDER IN ORDERLY FASHION

BEGIN WITH A GRIN

A father is walking with his son. The son asks, 
“Abba, why do we call Shabbos – Shabbos?

The father says, “I don’t know.”

The boy asks, “Abba, why do we call Pesach 
– Pesach?”

The father says, “I don’t know.”

A few minutes go by and the boy asks, “Abba, 
why does the sun rise in the east?”

The father doesn’t know.

The boy then asks, “Abba, do my questions 
bother you? Can I continue asking questions?”

“Sure,” said his father. “If you don’t ask, how 
will you know?”

ORDER VERSUS TRANSCENDENCE

This year, the first seder falls out on Friday 
night. This is not so unusual (after all, accord-
ing to the rule that Pesach does not fall out on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, the night of 
the seder can only be on four days of the week); 
however, it’s interesting and requires our atten-
tion and certain changes and halachos. What 
is special about the connection of Shabbos and 

Pesach? What can we learn from this in our 
service of G-d? And how does this connect us 
with the true and complete Geula?

[Aside from the fact that many think that 
when Pesach comes out this way it is more 
convenient. Shabbos HaGadol is way in ad-
vance of Pesach and the kids love the long Chol 
HaMoed.]

In an amazing, long and intricate sicha, 
that the Rebbe said on erev Pesach 5751 after 
mincha (at a time when people run like mad 
to grind the chrain and prepare the salt water, 
the Rebbe had all the time in the world to say 
the G-dly truth about what is really happening 
around here!), he explained that Shabbos and 
Pesach represent two opposites. The combina-
tion of both on one day engenders a lofty, new 
and unique reality. 

Shabbos, on the one hand, represents the 
completion of the world. It is the seventh day 
of Creation which completed what was lacking 
in the world. As our Sages put it, “What was 
the world lacking? Menucha! (Rest-Serenity). 
Shabbos came, menucha came.” Shabbos rep-
resents the peace and completion of creation, 
the completion of nature which G-d Himself 
created.

PARASHA Of The Future
Rabbi Nissim Lagziel
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Pesach, on the other hand, represents leap-
ing, jumping above (the limitations of) nature. 
It represents the supernatural miracles that 
occurred in the Exodus from Egypt. It under-
scores how we leave the limitations of creation, 
nature and the world.

Each of these opposites has a positive aspect. 
There is an advantage to nature and an advan-
tage to “above nature.” There is an advantage 
to seder/order and an advantage to beyond 
order. But the best thing is … to have both 
together, with nature joining the miraculous 
and miracles permeating nature. And this is 
what we have, this year, the night of the seder! 
The way Pesach comes out this year stresses 
that the level of G-dliness which is above nature 
permeates, is drawn down, and affects nature. 
This means not only that we “go out of Egypt,” 
leaving the limitations of nature and the world 
but more than that – we change the world itself 
so that it goes out of its limitations!

Here’s an example. There are two types of 
people or two types of Jews. One is organized, 
calculating, particular and serious, always in 
the right place at the right time. He never miss-
es or is late for any meeting/mitzva (and even 
if he’s late, he calls to say he “might” be late). 
He does whatever is asked and required of him, 
precisely according to instructions. But it’s all 
done in limited, measured fashion, according 
to the linear rules of nature.

Another is jolly, open and caring, full of en-
ergy. He is sometimes late (or does not show up 
altogether). He might miss a meeting/mitzva 
here or there. But when he does something, 
he does it with all his heart, not just 100% but 
beyond that. When he is involved with some-
thing, it’s without compromises and limitations. 

So which is better? Who would you choose 
as your partner, the cool calculating type or 
the zestful, dynamic one?

TRANSCENDENCE MEETS ORDER

In Chassidic parlance we would compare 
the two to the difference between the service 
of tzaddikim and the service of baalei teshuva. 
The advantage of the tzaddik is obvious. He 
doesn’t skip anything, he always does what he 
should. The tzaddik symbolizes Shabbos (“A 
talmid chacham is called Shabbos” - Zohar, 
chelek 3, 29, 1) and alludes to the perfection of 
the nature of creation and the nature of man. 
The baal teshuva does things with all his heart 
and soul. He adds “fences” upon stringencies, 
beautification on top of halacha, and an ex-
tra step at every step. He does not suffice with 
previous achievements and always pushes for-
ward. The baal teshuva symbolizes Pesach, the 
skipping and jumping beyond natural abilities 
and the transcendence above human nature. 
Which would you want to be, a tzaddik or a 
baal teshuva?

The answer is that this year you don’t need 
to choose because we have both, both advan-
tages! When Pesach comes out on Shabbos it 
represents the combination of the avoda of the 
tzaddik and the avoda of the baal teshuva. This 
is precisely the avoda of Moshiach who, it says, 
will bring the tzaddikim (also and primarily) 
to teshuva (Zohar, chelek 3, 153:2). Not only 
bringing creation to its natural perfection but 
bringing creation itself to a new miraculous 
order.

The Rebbe even shows how this is message is 
embedded in a brief but pointed line that we say 
erev Pesach. The “Seder Korban Pesach” (which 
we say after mincha on erev Pesach) ends with 
the line, “If the Pesach [sacrifice] was found to 
be treifa (having a fatal internal flaw) it did not 
suffice for him until he brings another.”

Did you ever think about this surprising 
statement? Why should we end something pos-
itive, the offering of the Korban Pesach, with 
this negative sentence? Couldn’t we end on a 
more positive, festive note?
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The Rebbe explains that the “Seder Korban 
Pesach” is actually a combination of oppo-
sites. “Seder” represents normalcy, ordinary 
life, while “Pesach” represents the change and 
jump above the norm. The message of this pair 
of words is that a Jew needs to make a “sed-
er” in life out of “Pesach!” We need to make a 
leap toward order in life, an ongoing avoda in a 
manner of adding and ascending, not sufficing 
with the past but attaining new heights on a 
daily basis!

When a Jew lives this way, when a Chassid 
lives Geula in such a way, he feels that even 
when his avoda is in a manner of skipping and 
jumping - it is not considered a 
sufficient elevation relative to 
his true capacities. “Until he 
brings another,” until he as-
cends to an entirely new man-
ner of service of G-d, to a level 
that is not in the same realm 
relative to his earlier service. 

This is true every day and 
all year but takes on greater 
importance and added force 
when we read the “Seder 
Korban Pesach” on erev 
Shabbos which symbolizes, as 
said above, how the jumping 
beyond nature permeates and 
becomes part of nature.

TO CONCLUDE WITH A STORY

We will end with a story 
that teaches how to turn tran-
scendence into second nature.

Rabbi Naftali Roth related:

At one of the Rebbe’s far-
brengens that I attended, I 
saw simple Jew come in and 
listen. The farbrengen was in 
Yiddish, a language this man 
did not know, but it looked as 
though he was riveted.

When the farbrengen ended, the man said, 
“Ah … what amazing things the Rebbe said!”

I asked him, “Do you speak Yiddish? Did 
you understand what the Rebbe said?”

He answered with extraordinary simplicity, 
“Although I don’t understand the language, one 
thing that was repeated often I understood. 
The Rebbe said numerous times, ‘v’od, v’hu 
ha’ikar’ (lit. additionally, and this is the main 
thing) – what powerful words and so true, ‘v’od’ 
– personal growth and progress – ‘hu ha’ikar!’ 
- that is the main and most important thing!”  

Good Shabbos and Chag Pesach Kosher 
v’Somayach! ■
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Wednesday

י“ט ניסן 04/20
SunsetLatest shemaSunrise

7:409:326:09

ג' פרקים  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  הלכות נחלות פרקים ו-ח

פרק אחד  .  .  .  .  .  .   הלכות שאר אבות הטומאות פרק א
ספר המצוות.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  מ״ע רמו

Friday

כ“א ניסן 04/22
SunsetLatest shemaSunrise

7:429:306:06

הלכות סנהדרין פרקים א-ג ג' פרקים  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  

פרק אחד  .  .  .  .  .  .  .הלכות שאר אבות הטומאות פרק ג
ספר המצוות.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  מ״ע רמו

Thursday

כ‘ ניסן 04/21
SunsetLatest shemaSunrise

7:419:316:08

הלכות נחלות פרקים ט-יא ג' פרקים .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

פרק אחד .  .  .  .  .   הלכות שאר אבות הטומאות פרק ב
מ״ע רמו ספר המצוות.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Tuesday

י“ח ניסן 04/19
SunsetLatest shemaSunrise

7:399:336:11

ג' פרקים  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  הלכות נחלות פרקים ג-ה

פרק אחד .  .  .  .  .   הלכות מטמאי משכב ומושב פרק יג
מ״ע קצח ספר המצוות .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  

Monday

י“ז ניסן 04/18
SunsetLatest shemaSunrise

7:389:336:12

הלכות טוען ונטען פ› טז, הל› נחלות פרקים א-ב ג' פרקים .  

פרק יב פרק אחד  .  .  .  .  .  . הלכות מטמאי משכב ומושב
ספר המצוות   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .מל״ת רלז

Sunday

ט“ז ניסן 04/17
SunsetLatest shemaSunrise

7:379:346:14

פרקים יג-טו הלכות טוען ונטען ג' פרקים  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

פרק אחד  .  .  .  .  .  . הלכות מטמאי משכב ומושב פרק יא

ספר המצוות   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .מל״ת רלו

shabbos

ט“ו ניסן 04/16
Shabbos endsSunsetMiddayLatest shemaSunriseCandle lighting

8:197:3612:559:356:157:17

הלכות מטמאי משכב ומושב פרק י ג' פרקים: הלכות טוען ונטען פרקים י-יב פרק אחד:
ספר המצוות: מל״ת רלה

The times on this page are for Brooklyn, NY




