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Besuras HaGeulah
The Rebbe on the imminence of the Redemption

  Why Did the Soviet Union Collapse?
סו. חלקים משיחות ש"פ משפטים, ז"ך שבט, מבה"ח אדר א' תשנ"ב (5)

66. Shevat 27, 5752 – February 1, 1992 (5)
Yeshayahu’s prophetic promise of world peace at the Redemption is associated with 

Moshiach’s unique role as a judge who will mediate in international confl icts. Referring 
to a recent UN summit where a resolution on arms reduction was made, the Rebbe said 
that this came about as a result of Moshiach’s spiritual work.

Th is was accomplished through the shlu-
chim, the emissaries, the Rebbe sent through-
out the world (also to the upper hemisphere...) 
reaching the farthest corner imaginable,

(ַּגם  ָהעֹוָלם  ְּבַרֲחֵבי  ֶׁשָּׁשַלח  ַהְׁשלּוִחים  ַעל-ְיֵדי   
ְלֵחִצי ַּכּדּור ָהֶעְליֹון), ַעד ְלִפָּנה ֲהִכי ִנַּדַחת ֶׁשָּבעֹוָלם,

with the mission to disseminate Torah and 
Yiddishkeit to all Jews, especially to those 
living among non-Jews, speaking their lan-
guage, and outwardly behaving like them.

ְּבֵני-ִיְׂשָרֵאל  ָּכל  ֵּבין  ְוַיֲהדּות  ּתֹוָרה  ְלָהִפיץ  ְּכֵדי 
ָהעֹוָלם  ֻאּמֹות  ֵּבין  ֶׁשָּדִרים  ֵאּלּו  ּוִבְמֻיָחד  (ּכֹוֵלל 

ּוְמַדְּבִרים ִּבְלׁשֹוָנם ּוִמְתַנֲהִגים ְּבִחיצֹוִנּיּות ְּכמֹוָתם),

But the Rebbe’s sphere of infl uence extends beyond Jews alone:

Th e shlichus includes  — as a central part 
— spreading goodness, justice and integrity 
among the gentiles as well, 

ְוֶצֶדק  טֹוב  ִעְנְיֵני  ָּכל  ֲהָפַצת  ִעָּקר,  ְוַגם-ֶזה  ְועֹוד   
ְויֶֹׁשר ַּגם ֵּבין אּוּמֹות-ָהעֹוָלם 

through encouraging them to observe the 
Noahide laws.

ַעל-ְיֵדי ִקּיּום ִמְצוֹות ְּבֵני ֹנַח14, 

Th e Rebbe here is making reference to his campaign launched in 5743 (1983) to raise awareness 
about the Noahide laws and to call on all non-Jews to observe them.  

It is noteworthy to mention, that while shlichus in general is something that the Previous Rebbe 
began, calling gentiles to observe the Noahide laws was something the Rebbe himself originated. 
Still, the Rebbe attributes it — as he oft entimes does — to his predecessor.

While it was always an obligation upon the 
Jewish people to bring the gentiles to observe 
the Noahide laws, it has come to be greatly 
emphasized in recent years, as we come closer 
to the time of Moshiach’s arrival, 

  ַּכֻמְדָּגׁש ְּביֹוֵתר ַּבָּׁשִנים ָהַאֲחרֹונֹות, ְּכָכל ֶׁשהֹוְלִכים 
ּוִמְתָקְרִבים יֹוֵתר ְלַהְזַמן ְּדִביַאת ָמִׁשיַח ִצְדֵקנּו, 
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when the transformation of the gentile world 
will be realized in completion, in the spirit of 
the prophecy “For then I will convert the peo-
ples to a pure language that all of them call in 
the name of the L-rd, to worship Him of one 
accord.”

ֶׁש"ָאז ֶאְהֹּפ ֶאל ַעִּמים ָׂשָפה ְברּוָרה ִלְקרֹא ֻכָּלם 
ְּבֵׁשם ה' ְלָעְבדֹו ְׁשֶכם ֶאָחד"15.

All events that occur in the world, result from spiritual causes. Th e Rebbe goes on to show how 
all these activities of spreading Torah, goodness and justice, fi nally “paid off ” in recent times:

Th is spiritual work recently has reached its 
climax — starting in 1990 (“the year of mira-
cles”) and continuing in 1991 and 1992 (the 
year of “I will show you wonders” and the 
year of “wonders in everything”) —

ּוַבְּתקּוָפה ָהַאֲחרֹוָנה (ֵהֵחל ִמְּׁשַנת ִנִּסים, ְוֶהְמֵׁשָכה 
ִהִּגיָעה  ַּבֹּכל'')  ְו"ִנְפָלאֹות  ַאְרֶאּנּו"  "ִנְפָלאֹות  ִּבְׁשַנת 

ְּפֻעָּלה זֹו ְלִׂשיא —

— Th e Hebrew letters marking the years mentioned are acrostics of these (Hebrew) phrases —

resulting in the collapse of the USSR, that 
same country which previously made it its 
mission to negate Judaism and declared war on 
the dissemination of Torah and Yiddishkeit, 

ִּבְפִריַצת ְּגבּולֹוֶתיָה ֶׁשל ַהְּמִדיָנה ַהִהיא ֶׁשְּבַׁשְעָּתּה 
ַהּתֹוָרה  ְּבֲהָפַצת  ִמְלָחָמה  ְוִהְכִריָזה  ִדְגָלה  ַעל  ָחְרָתה 

ְוַהַּיֲהדּות

even battling the mere notion of faith in the 
Creator and Leader of the world!

ְוַעד ְלִמְלָחָמה ָּבֱאמּוָנה ְּבבֹוֵרא עֹוָלם ּוַמְנִהיגֹו

Th eir war included the arrest of my saint-
ed father-in-law, the Rebbe Nesi Doreinu, and 
subsequently, his leaving that country.

מֹוִרי-ְוָחִמי  ִּדְכבֹוד-ְקדּוַּׁשת  ַהַּמֲאָסר  ַּגם  (ּכֹוֵלל 
ִמֶּזה  ּוְכתֹוָצָאה  ּוְלַאֲחֵרי-ֶזה  דֹוֵרנּו,  ְנִׂשיא  ַאְדמֹו"ר 

ְיִציָאתֹו ִמְּגבּולֹות ַהְּמִדיָנה ַהִהיא),

Despite this persecution, the activities of 
the shluchim of Nesi Doreinu still continued 
even there, spreading Torah and Yiddishkeit 
in secret with literal  self-sacrifi ce. 

ַהְּפִעילּות  ָׁשם  ַּגם  ִנְמְׁשָכה  ְוַאף-ַעל-ִּפי-ֵכן, 
ְוַהַּיֲהדּות  ַהּתֹוָרה  ְּבֲהָפַצת  דֹוֵרנּו  ְנִׂשיא  ִּדְׁשלּוֵחי 

ְּבֲחָׁשִאי ּוִבְמִסירּות-ֶנֶפׁש ַמָּמׁש,

Th is continued until just recently, when 
this persecution by the government was nulli-
fi ed, making it possible to continue spreading 
Torah and Judaism with greater strength and 
vigor, now openly and publicly, 

ַעד ַלְּתקּוָפה ָהַאֲחרֹוָנה ֶׁשִּנְתַּבְּטָלה ְּגֵזיַרת ַהַּמְלכּות 
ְוִנְתַּאְפֵׁשר ֶהְמֵׁש ַהְּפִעילּות ְדַהָפַצת ַהּתֹוָרה ְוַהַּיֲהדּות 

ְּבֶיֶתר ְׂשֵאת ּוְבֶיֶתר עֹז, ְּבָגלּוי ּוְבִפְרסּום,

Culminating in the collapse of the previ-
ous regime, and establishing a new one that 
called for justice, integrity and peace, based 
on belief in the Creator and Leader of the 
world. 

ְוַעד ִלְנִפיָלתֹו ֶׁשל ַהִּמְׁשָטר ַהּקֹוֵדם, ַוֲהָקָמתֹו ֶׁשל 
ַעל  ּוְלָׁשלֹום,  ִוְליֶֹׁשר  ְלֶצֶדק  ֶׁשִהְכִריז  ָחָדׁש  ִמְׁשָטר 

ְיסֹוד ָהֱאמּוָנה ְּבבֹוֵרא ָהעֹוָלם ּוַמְנִהיגֹו.

All this was the background for the meet-
ing this Friday between the new leader of 
Russia and the leader of this country  — the 
president of the United States.

ַהְּפִגיָׁשה  ֶזה  ַׁשָּבת  ָּבֶעֶרב  ִהְתַקְּיָמה  ְלֶזה   ּוְבֶהְמֵׁש
ֵּבין ַמְנִהיָגה ֶהָחָדׁש ֶׁשל ַהְּמִדיָנה ַהִהיא ְלַמְנִהיָגה ֶׁשל 

ְמִדיָנה זֹו, 



Why Do Machshavos Zaros Come? 
An answer from the Rebbe to someone who asked for advice and a bracha for 

machshavos zaros with regards to Emunah – matters of faith:



אזכיר עה"צ [=על הציון]

לימוד החסידות מוכרח הוא וכמבואר בכו"כ [=בכמה וכמה] מקומות.

הלימוד בחברותא - מתנאי קנין התורה ומועיל לכו"כ [=לכמה וכמה] 
ענינים.

בנדו"ד [=בנידון דידן] - ירבה בלימוד מאמרי עבודה. 

מח"ז [=מחשבות זרות] בנוגע לאמונה באות לעתים קרובות - מחסרון 
דיוק הדרוש באכו"ש [=באכילה ושתיה] כשרות. תפילין, ציצית בדוקות. 

לצדקה לפני שחרית (וגם מנחה) בל"נ [=בלי נדר].

I will mention you at the Tziyun.
The study of Chassidus is crucial, as explained in many places.
L earning with a chavrusa [a study partner] is enumerated as 

one of the conditions that need to be met in order to acquire 
the Torah,* and is beneficial for many things. 

In your situation, you should abundantly study ma’amorei 
avodah [Chassidic discourses focused more on practical aspects 
of serving Hashem rather than those more “philosophically” struc-
tured.]

Regarding machshavos zaros [“foreign thoughts”] questioning 
matters of Emunah: they often result from insufficiency in the 
necessary caution in eating and drinking only kosher.

Take care to wear checked tefillin and tzitzis. 
Give tzedaka before Shacharis (and also before Mincha) – all 

this “bli neder” — a commitment to take it upon yourself without 
making a promise. ■

 * See Pirkei Avos 6:6: “Torah is acquired with forty-eight qualities … companionship 
with one’s contemporaries.”
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The Rebbe's  Kapitel
An anthology of commentaries

Why Hashem is “My G-d”?
קיח.

בו יסופר גודל הבטחון שהיה לדוד והרבה תהלות להש“י שקיים לנו מה שהבטיח אותנו:

This psalm relates the great bitachon King Dovid had in Hashem, 
and many praises to Hashem for fulfilling what He promised to us

28. You are my G-d and I shall thank You; my 
G-d and I shall exalt You.

ָּך: ְמֶמֽ י ֲאֽר ֶדָּ֑ך ֜אֱלֹ-ַה֗ כח. ֵא-ִל֣י ַאָּת֣ה ְוא

29. Give thanks to the L-rd because He is good, 
for His kindness is eternal. 

: ָל֣ם ַחְסּֽד י ְלע ב ִּכ֖ י ֑ט ֣דּו ַלה' ִּכ֖ כט. ה

“My” g-d

The name of Hashem Keil is the name related 
to Hashem’s kindness, while Elokim is the name 
of judgment.

In this light, the Radak explains the passuk 
“Keili atah - You are my G-d” as the Jewish peo-
ple thanking Hashem over other nations, as 
being “my G-d,” who with the name Keil has 
done onto us kindness and saved us from the 
exile with His great power, as well as for acting 
as Elokai  — my Elokim — and exacting justice 
against those who rebelled against Him.

Either way, We’ll ThaNk Him...

On passuk 24, we brought the Alshich, who  
explains Romemos Keil that “the day Hashem 
has made” refers to the day of the final time 
when Moshiach must arrive. 

He continues with this line of commentary, 
throughout the remainder of the psalm, and 

notes that, “that day” can either come “b’itah— 
on time,” or “achishena — ahead of time” as 
famously known.

He explains our passuk too based on this:

Moshiach tells Hashem, that “if the 
Redemption comes early, that is due to Hashem’s 
kindness (alluded to in the name Keil) and I 
will profusely thank You; and if it will come ‘on 
time’ — when it is ‘fair’ according to Hashem’s 
attribute of judgment (“Elokai”), then I will 
exalt you.”

But the psalm continues with the reply of 
the Ruach HaKodesh, “Give thanks to Hashem 
because He is good, for His kindness is eternal,” 
i.e., whether the Redemption comes early or 
“in its time” it is due to Hashem’s kindness and 
not because we have “earned” it by our deeds.

What everyone can thank Hashem for...

The Alshich explains the passuk Hodu la-
Hashem ki tov, ki l’olam chasdo” which is trans-
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lated as “his kindness is everlasting” in another 
manner, closer to the literal translation: 

The word “l’olam” means “world,” and 
the mere existence of the world depends on 
Hashem’s kindness. That’s why, this instance 
of saying thanks to Hashem is directed not at 
any particular individual or group, rather at 
everyone, for this kindness of Hashem is one 
that all enjoy. 

A Segula to see Eliyahu Hanavi

On Pesach 5714 (1954), when the Rebbe was 
pouring the wine from the Kos Shel Eliyahu 
back into the bottle, the Chassidim that were 
present sang  — as customary — the Alter 
Rebbe’s niggun on the words Keili Atah.

The Rebbe indicated that they continue sing-
ing the niggun, and in middle he interrupted 
it and said:

“The Rebbe said that this niggun is a segula 
for Gilui Eliyahu [to merit the revelation of 
Eliyahu the prophet].”

“Of relevance to us, is the complete Geulah 
through Moshiach, so let’s continue to “say” 
the niggun with simcha, as it is a segula for 
the revelation of Eliyahu, whose coming is an 
introduction and preparation to the coming of 
Moshiach, and [let this] draw down Moshiach 
down here, speedily in our days.” (Sichos Kodesh 
5714, p. 250)

Keili Atah — the Geulah part of Hallel

“I will tell all Your wonders” - Rabbi Avin 
said: this reffers to Hallel, as it has of the past 
within it, and it has of the future within it, and 
it has these generations within it and it has the 
days of Moshiach within it, and it has the days 
of Gog and Magog within it: 

“When Israel came out from Egypt” (Tehil-
lim 114:1) is of the past; “Not for our sake, O 
L-rd [do kindness, but for the sake of your great 
name,” (ibid, 115:1) is of these generations; “I 
have loved that You heard my voice, O L-rd” 

(ibid 116:1) is for the days of Moshiach; “All the 
nations surrounded me” (ibid, 118:10) is for the 
days of Gog and Magog; “You are my God and 
I will thank You, my God and I will exalt You” 
(ibid 118:28) is for the future to come.(Midrash 
Rabbah, Vayikarah 30:5)

A Story: The little “Zeh”

On his way to the Alter Rebbe one time, 
Reb Shmuel made a stop in a small town. In 
the town’s Beis Medrash, he met the town’s rav 
who made an impression of a bar da’as, a wise 
and discerning individual who was, therefore, 
a worthy “candidate” to becoming a Chassid.

“What are you learning now?” asked Reb 
Shmuel.

“I’m learning Bava Metzia” replied the rav.

“I have a question to ask you on the first 
mishna, Shnayim Ochazin” said Reb Shmuel. 
“The mishna describes two people holding onto 
a garment while ‘zeh omer kula sheli — this 
man says it is all mine’ and the second says the 
same exact thing.

“Now, I noticed that in the siddur, when we 
repeat the phrase ‘zeh Hayom asah Hashem,’ a 
small zeh appears to indicate that we repeat this 
verse. Why in the Mishna is the entire phrase 
repeated?” concluded Reb Shmuel his “learned” 
question.

The rav, indeed being a bar da’as, sensed 
that this man isn’t just a wiseguy and silently 
awaited the answer.

“The answer is simple! In the mishna, each 
truthfully believes the garment is his mit an 
emes; it’s not one just repeating the other’s 
phrase like a parrot!”

The rav processed the answer and then 
asked: “Where can you learn to say the sec-
ond ‘zeh hayom asah Hashem’ with the same 
conviction, mit an emes?”

“For that,” said Reb Shmuel, “you must travel 
to Liozna,” as he disappeared into the night. ■
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•

On Historical Facts

I recently saw an issue of Beis Moshiach 
with the story of the children arrested in the 
Berditchev Yeshiva (#1188 p. 34). In your 
headline you write that “six young tmimim 
escape the Berditchev Soviet orphanage on 
Shabbos. Four made it to safety in the USA, 
one perished in the Holocaust, and the sixth 
vanished without a trace.”

Firstly, I didn’t find anything about in the 
article itself, and secondly – I knew all the peo-
ple mentioned, and to the best of my knowl-
edge none perished in the Holocaust (one of 
the group, Reb Moshe Robinson passed away 
young after leaving Russia from an illness, and 
not at the hands of the German’s ym”s.)

You must be more cautious with the details 
when writing on historical events.

 D.M., Crown Heights

Beis Moshiach responds:

We apologize we weren’t clear enough about 
this. 

There were six “minors” in the group, they 
were: Zev Averbuch, Yechezkel Brod, Refael 
Bruk, Sholom Dovber Pevzner, Heschel Ceitlin 
and Refael Wilschansky. 

The one who perished in the Holocaust, may 
Hashem avenge his blood, was Reb Shalom 
Dovber Pevzner. He was the son of the famous 
mashpia and rov, Reb Avrohom Baruch Pe-
vzner hy”d and brother of Harav Hillel Pevzner 
a”h – rov of Anash in France for many years.

Refael Bruk remained in Russia, and his 
heroic life is described in the article, and the 
rest made to America. 

Reb Moshe Robinson was their teacher,  and 
was also arrested with some older bachurim 
and the shamash of the shul, as you can read 
in the series of articles.

•

An Alternative form of Yechidus

Thanks for an informative and Chassidishe 
magazine that fills our home with a weekly 
dose of Hislashrus and Chassidishkeit.

In the amazing Ksav Yad Kodesh section (of 
issue 1199), which I always turn to first, you 
published a unique postscript of the Rebbe to 

Letters to the editorLetters to the editor
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a letter from 5709. It is interesting to note that 
I’ve seen a very similar note from the Rebbe 
which says the same thing, adding the words 
 which I understand to mean ”,אפשר גם בכתב“
that Yechidus can also be achieved by writing 
to the Rebbe. 

[This note is from the same date as the one 
we published; it is one of a few postscripts to 
the same letter — all published in Igros Kodesh 
vol. 3, letter #520 — Ed.] 

I find it important to mention this at this 
time when people have come up with various 
ideas of how we can experience Yechidus now. 
The Rebbe here gives us a clear directive!

Keep up the good work!

Mendel B., a 770 Bachur

•

Keep Tips fit for all

Recently, you began publishing “tips” in the 
women’s section.

I found that some tips are a tad too “mod-
ern” — like advising a husband and wife to play 

games together, or showing the kids videos so 
you can 

While this advice may be good for individ-
uals in certain circumstances, I don’t think 
Beis Moshiach should advocate this as stan-
dard practice. A husband and wife can learn 
together to create a stronger bond, and kids 
should have as little “screen-time” as possible, 
for reasons of physical, emotional, educational 
and mental health being.

A trying-to-remain-traditional Mother

•

Correction
In “A Crucial Doctors Confrence” (issue 

#1201, p. 21) there was a story concerning 
flowers that Reb Zalman Gurary bought for 
Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka’s birthday. The birth-
day written was 25 Iyar. This is in error, the 
correct birthday of the Rebbetzin is 25 Adar.

•

Correction
In Miles of Smiles — from Northern Cali-

fornia to Yerushalayim (issue #1203, p. 48), 
the subtitle “A Shidduch made in India” is a 
mistake. Mrs. Schwartz and her husband met, 
b’hashgacha pratis, in an ashram in S. Francisco
and were never in India. We apologize to the 
writer and to the interviewee for this error.

We would love to hear your opinions, con-
cerns, and comments!

Please email letters@BeisMoshiach.org

Letters to the editor
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Am I Allowed to give a 
1-star rating on a Product?

A collection of Halachos from AskTheRav.com and Halacha2Go.com on the topic of Lashon 
Hara, from Halacha2Go.com and AskTheRav.com  

by Horav Yosef Yeshaya Braun, Mara D’asra and member of the Crown Heights Beis Din

When Can You Listen to Lashon Hara?

It is forbidden to be mekabel lashon hara (ac-
cept as a fact negative information about an-
other), or even to listen to it.

We may listen to lashon hara if we believe 
that doing so will give us the opportunity to 
be melamed zechus (offer a defense) for the one 
being maligned, prove the lashon hara wrong, 
or even allow the person relaying the lashon 
hara to vent their anger, calm down, and per-
haps be dissuaded from repeating it again. Of 
course, none of this would ever justify accept-
ing the lashon hara as true.

Otherwise, if someone attempts to share 
lashon hara with us, we should immediately ask 
them how anyone would derive toeles (gain) 
from hearing this information. If there is 
a toeles (e.g. it concerns potential harm we 
may need to protect ourselves from), we may 
listen without accepting what we’re being told 
as fact, merely as something to be potentially 
concerned about. If there is no obvious toeles, 

we may not even listen. #471*

Q. Can I tell others that a service/job per-
formed by a contractor, store, or business 
was not good? 

A. Book reviews. Restaurant reviews. Hotel 
reviews. Product reviews. Even “Rabbonim” 
reviews. At what point do any of these one-or 
two-star ratings veer into the territory of lashon
hara (slanderous talk)?

The halachos prohibiting lashon hara allow 
reporting lashon hara for a toeles (with a pur-
pose), i.e. passing on information to safeguard a 
third party. This exemption requires a number 
of preconditions, which must be accounted for 
when reviewing another’s business or product 
negatively.

It’s the truth: The negative information must 
be verified for accuracy; no embellishment is 
permitted. It must also be objectively true, for 
example: calling a product “expensive” if its 
price is competitive is a subjective judgment. 
The same would apply to a book or a meal that 

ASK The Rav
Horav Yosef Yeshaya Braun
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did not bring one consumer enjoyment, but 
may appeal to others. There is no sanction to 
negatively impact the author’s or restaurateur’s 
parnassah on account of personal taste.

It provides genuine protection: The re-
viewer’s sole intention is to protect others from 
harm, and this is the only means available. It 
must be preceded by reasonable effort (and 
perhaps a warning that a negative review is 
forthcoming) to allow the supplier to rectify 
the wrongdoing. It must also present protec-
tion from real damage, physical, emotional, 
financial or even spiritual — such as a book 
that misrepresents Torah or a rav who takes a 
position contrary to halacha.

The benefits outweigh the loss: The damage 
averted by the negative review has to prevail 
over the potential injury to the supplier. “The 
fries were too salty!” may lead to a recipe ad-
justment; it may also scare off potential patrons 
who assume the food is sub-par, causing great 
— and unwarranted — loss to the restaurant 
owner. Halacha2go.com #627

Speaking Lashon Hara about Oneself

There is a saying attributed to many Gedolei 
Yisroel: “Lashon hara oif zich tor men nisht zo-
gen,” - one should not speak lashon hara about 
themselves. 

The actual prohibition of speaking lashon 
hara does not apply to speaking negatively 
about oneself. Nevertheless, we should not do 
so; just as one may not steal in jest in order 
not to get accustomed to stealing, likewise, we 
should not speak negatively about ourselves, so 
that we don’t become accustomed to gossiping. 

The Gemara tells us, and this is brought 
down as a halacha, that one should not re-
veal their sins bein adam laMakom (commit-
ted between man and Hashem) to others, for 
in doing so they might give the impression 
that chas v’sholom, they don’t care about having 
committed those sins. Halacha2go.com #265*

Q. Is one allowed to be on an “entertain-
ing” WhatsApp group where sometimes the 
Admin shares videos and voice notes that 
contain lashon hara, harassment of other 
Yidden, mocking of Rabanim etc.?

A. If this is the sole purpose of the WhatsApp 
group, obviously this is absolutely forbidden.

Even if the WhatsApp group contains other 
“kosher” entertainment, and one has the prac-
tical ability to skip over all the forbidden sec-
tions (which needs to be properly determined 
if this is at all practically possible), one may not 
rely on one’s own temerity that they will avoid 
reading or viewing the un-kosher sections, un-
less this is their only necessary outlet for such 
“kosher” entertainment.

As a general principle: wherever one has a 
choice to avoid situations where they might 
confront negative thoughts or behaviors, they 
are obligated to do so according to halacha. In 
cases where this is the only method available 
for them to receive that which they require, 
then they may use this channel but must avoid 
doing (viewing, reading etc.) that which is for-
bidden.

This principle applies also to walking down 
the street in a place where one knows in ad-
vance that they will encounter immodest sights.

Of course, none of this takes into account 
the serious issue of Bittul Torah, which is a sep-
arate matter altogether. We are obviously dis-
cussing a case where, for whatever reason, this 
issue is not relevant. AsktheRav.com #6980 ■

* References are available for this Halacha 
on the websites: www.Halacha2Go.com and 
www.AskTheRav.com

Please note that these halachos apply in 
general situations, if you are unsure whether 
the halacha applies to your particular 
situation, please consult a Rov.

151515
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Menachem Ziegelbuam  •

of Bnei Brak is not just 
another conversation; it 
is a special experience. 
I met R’ Landau in the 

yeshiva in Raanana that is run by the shliach, 
Rabbi Moshe Cohen. 

As a young married man, I would go every 
day to listen to his Tanya classes that he gave in 
Tomchei Tmimim in Bnei Brak. If you know his 
style, you know that he goes quickly from topic 
to topic, spicing his delivery with a wealth of 
stories, aphorisms and ideas from our Rebbeim 
as well as the great Chassidim. If sources would 
have to be written for what he says, it would be 
a really tough job. In conversation as well, one 
needs to expend effort and even to halt the flow 
of his speech, if only to stay focused on topic.

This time too, my conversation with R’ 
Landau flowed, as he weaved together dozens 
of ideas and turned them into one picture of 
faith and hiskashrus to the Rebbe MH”M.

What is the significance of 27 Adar?

 27 Adar is the beginning of the period of 
concealment for the Chassidim and for Klal 
Yisrael. The very idea of concealment needs 
to be viewed properly as it is explained in 
Chassidus and as the Alter Rebbe elaborates 
in Tanya when dealing with someone who dav-
ens and has extraneous thoughts popping into 
his mind. What should he do? “He should not 
become downcast; on the contrary, he should 
strengthen himself even more and increase 
effort with all his might in the concentration 
of prayer with exceeding joy.” In other words, 
concealment has a purpose.

Haman the wicked one wanted to destroy 
all the Jews, from young to old. That is a tre-
mendous concealment. It all began because 
Mordechai HaYehudi did not rise or budge be-

fore Haman and all was meaningless to Haman 
if Mordechai did not submit himself to him.

Haman does not have the power to issue a 
decision to exterminate the Jewish people, since 
the Jewish people are a part of the unchanging 
“Essence.”  It cannot be destroyed without 
permission from heaven. The Jewish people are 
chosen by Hashem with an absolute essential 
choosing, “and You chose us from every nation 
and tongue.” Furthermore, the creation of the 
world was for “Bereishis” - for two things, the 
Torah and the Jewish people. The Jewish people 
are on the highest level where Haman could not 
destroy them or do what he wanted. Haman 
was only able to announce that there was a 
decree up above against the Jewish people. 
After Mordechai checked things out up above 
and saw that indeed, there is such a decree but 
it was not absolute (as it was only sealed with 
plaster), and that meant it could be changed.

What did Mordechai do? He did not take 
the diplomatic route; he turned to Hashem, 
to the One who decrees or abolishes decrees. 
Mordechai called upon the Jewish people to 
do teshuva. Esther asked that they fast for her. 
Tens of thousands of children were gathered 
to learn Torah, and people strengthened their 
faith and returned to Hashem on a much higher 
level than before.

The same thing can be seen with Avrohom 
Avinu going to the Akeida, when a river 
suddenly blocked his way to the mountain of 
Hashem. But Avraham was not impressed; he 
jumped into the water until it reached his neck 
and then the river disappeared. Why did this 
happen? It was a test designed to bring out his 
hidden soul powers.

The same is true with the concealment we 
are experiencing. It is meant to bring out our 

Speaking with 
Rabbi Zalman 

Landau
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deepest essential soul powers, from a concealed 
state to a revealed state.

TZIMTZUM COMPELS REVELATION

When R’ Landau speaks about concealment, 
he develops the idea on a broad scale and lays 
out an entire approach.  He point out different 
events in order to teach us that concealment 
is not something sudden that happens, but a 
way in which Hashem leads us toward the goal. 
In his words:

The Holocaust was the great concealment 
of our generation. In the most difficult places, 
on the trains going to the death camps, people 
sang “Ani Maamin.” There is no explanation for 
what happened except to say it was the “birth-
pangs” of Moshiach.

After the war, the Jewish people were bro-
ken, in despair. They thought all was finished 
and there was no hope for the Jewish people. 
This was true in Europe, Eretz Yisrael and 
America. Then the Rebbe said the opposite: 
that now we were given great abilities to trans-
form the world! The Rebbe outlined the path 
to avoiding becoming complacent but rather 
for going from strength to strength, doing an-
other activity and another activity.  In a letter 
that the Rebbe wrote at the time, he noted that 
now they are pouring down success from above 
in matters of Chabad, in a way that is beyond 
calculation. 

When we look at this from a historical per-
spective, we can see how in this broken gener-
ation, Hashem planted such a great neshama to 
lead the generation toward the ultimate Geula. 
In fact, the Rebbe was granted from above tre-
mendous powers in every field of endeavor, 
beyond our ability to even begin to assess: in 
Nigleh and Chassidus, in Kabbalah and sci-
ence, in wisdom and insight, in guidance in the 
service of Hashem and the ability to provide 
proper direction to us in every area of our lives. 
That is the Rebbe’s job – to properly guide this 
generation that experienced such a tremen-

dous concealment, to the greatest revelation 
of all – Geula.

I once heard an amazing “vort” from some-
body: In the beginning of the sefer of Tanya, 
there is a letter of the Rebbe that serves as a 
pesach davar (prefatory note). In Tanya, ev-
erything is exact and nothing is coincidental. 
This letter is here to tell us that before you begin 
to learn Tanya, you should be aware that the 
Rebbe is here. If you think you are going to 
learn Tanya with your own abilities, without 
heeding the detailed guidance and directives of 
the Rebbe, you will not really be able to discern 
how to conduct yourself.

What does that mean? Doesn’t Tanya itself 
provide the necessary guidance in Avodas 
Hashem?

Yes, but you won’t know the extent to which 
you must distance yourself from sigufim (acts 
of self-mortification); what truly is the requisite 
Ahavas Yisrael, what is the right way in avodas 
ha’tefilla, etc. The Rebbe’s instructions teach 
us how to understand the Tanya correctly and 
implement the instructions in the proper way.

In one of his maamarim, the Rebbe speaks 
about this generation fighting the war against 
Midyan, and this war is waged by orders from 
Moshe Rabeinu in every detail. The Rebbe 
says, when approaching evil in its subtlest 

,,    27 Adar is the 
beginning of the period 
of concealment for the 
Chassidim and for Klal 

Yisrael. The very idea of 
concealment needs to be 

viewed properly as it is 
explained in Chassidus
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forms there needs to be guidance from Moshe 
Rabeinu, the Nasi Ha’Dor, for how to behave. 
Although everyone knows, in a general sense, 
that we need to learn and do mitzvos, when we 
come to subtle matters, for example correcting 
middos, a person needs to get systematic, 
accurate guidance about how, how much, and 
when; what is permissible for me to be involved 
in, to what extent is something permissible, and 
what is the path to rectification.

Can you give us a concrete example?

If I want to be involved in avodas ha’tefilla, 
for example, which is important, how should 
I go about it the right way? I can daven all day 
but can it be at the expense of learning? How 
much effort ought to be invested in avodas 
ha’tefilla and when should time be devoted to 
other things?

I remember that as talmidim in yeshiva, we 
spoke about how the Rebbe guides the bachurim 
in all matters: how the learning of Nigleh ought 
to be, how the learning of Chassidus ought to 

be, how the avodas ha’tefilla ought to be, and 
what is the right way to spread the wellsprings, 
etc. A bachur has so many things to do; how 
can he really manage to accomplish everything? 
If he immerses himself in Nigleh, he might 
come late to Chassidus seder because he is 
tired. If he spends a long time davening, that 
will be at the expense of learning. That’s how 
it goes.

Here is where we need the guidance of 
Moshe Rabeinu in practical service.  You can’t 
suffice with what it says in a book; we need the 
constant guidance of the Moshe Rabeinu of the 
generation. He is the one who tells us when to 
be involved in A and when to be involved in B.  
Every time and situation has its avoda.

BRINGING MOSHIACH IS NOW IN THE HANDS 
OF THE PUBLIC

I brought the conversation back to the con-
cealment of our generation, and he continued:
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After the concealment which was the Ho-
locaust, there was an enormous revelation in 
the form of the tremendous awakening that 
the Jewish people experienced in every part 
of the world. 

So too, after the period when Chassidus was 
based in Russia, the Rebbe Rayatz broke the 
kelipa of Russia and refined it. Then he came to 
the United States and refined that place as well 
through his avoda, and the Rebbe continues the 
avoda that he started. In that period, after that 
tremendous tragedy, a new light descended to 
the world: shlichus.

It is a new concept that the Rebbe Rayatz 
started and the Rebbe expanded, to leave the 
community and go to the ends of the world and 
open a Chabad House there. Elder Chassidim, 
who were not used to things like this, found 
it hard. Today, it is a concept that has become 
basic and obvious, but in the beginning, it was 
a big deal.

Shluchim went to a foreign country without 
anything, and they quickly saw miracles. Out 
of nothing, they established communities, built 
mosdos, and launched revolutions. How can 
this be explained? The Rebbe himself said that 
it was an aspect of “an angel going before him,” 
referring to the amazing divine assistance that 
the shluchim merited and saw open miracles 
in every area.

The great concealment moved the revela-
tions to a new stage and since then, the world 
continues to progress more and more.  On 
Gimmel Tammuz 5754, there were about 1000 
shluchim and today there are many times that 
number.

Is this system that you are putting forth, 
namely that the concealment is a preface to 
a great revelation, something that the Rebbe 
said?

“The day after the heart attack in 5738, the 
Rebbe sent his secretary, Rabbi Groner, to say a 
brief sicha to the Chassidim attending the far-

brengen. The concise message was: tzimtzum 
compels a revelation. That means that the entire 
matter of the original tzimtzum was exclusively 
so that there will be a greater revelation after-
ward. Indeed, from that point onward every 
descent, tzimtzum, and concealment, and even 
the very descent of souls into the world, was 
not intended except to bring about an aliya and 
greater elevation than what existed previously. 
The goal being to bring an awakening of repen-
tance to the entire world and to proceed from 
there to the greatest revelation of G-dliness, as 
we see nowadays. It is not a natural thing and 
there is no rational explanation; it is a higher 
power.

In the court case over the sefarim it was 
hidden in the guise of an accusation against 
the Rebbe’s leadership, as the Rebbe himself 
said about the kitrug, giving an example from 
the incarceration of the Alter Rebbe due to a 
kitrug about the spreading of Chassidus, In our 
generation, the kitrug was because the Rebbe 
wants to bring the revelation of Moshiach to 
the world.

Notice what occurred after that. Following 
the victory of Didon Notzach, meaning after 
they agreed to the Rebbe’s avoda in heaven, this 
was the true judgment that led to the judicial 
ruling down here. Then began a new era as the 
Rebbe said on Shabbos, parshas Vayigash 5747, 
that now begins “stand all of you at the ready 
for the building of the third Beis HaMikdash. 
We can literally say that a new era began in 
the world.

Then came the years 5748 and 5749 in which 
there were big revelations and then 5750, Shnas 
Nissim. From there, we went to the tremendous 
revelations of the Gulf War, the year of Arenu 
Niflaos. I remember that in Bnei Brak, every-
one knew that the Lubavitcher Rebbe said a 
prophecy and it was fulfilled. To say that in Bnei 
Brak (especially at that time)?! We see clearly 
that Hashem himself publicized the Rebbe as 
a prophet.
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If that wasn’t enough, at the end of 5751, 
there was an attempt at a communist takeover 
in Russia and the Rebbe prophesied that there 
was nothing to worry about, and that is what 
happened. The communists were crushed once 
and for all time. What happened there was a 
G-dly revelation that could be seen with eyes 
of flesh, and publicity about the Rebbe was 
read all across the world. Till today, you see 
how they are accomplishing things in Russia 
beyond all the rules of nature. The darkness 
was completely broken.

The refinement process that began with the 
Rebbe Rayatz’s imprisonment and redemption, 
was continued by the Rebbe who completely 
broke the spiritual darkness of the communists 
and of heresy in the world. You can see this 

with irreligious Jews who 
took an interest in Judaism, 
with countless baalei teshuva 
to whom the Rebbe gave the 
power to banish the darkness 
in their lives.

Not long ago, I was in 
Los Angeles and I saw 
that Arachim was holding 
a seminar to be mekarev 
Jews. This is something that 
the Misnagdim themselves 
opposed strongly in the past 
and then came around. This 
derives from the G-dly power 
that is channeled through the 
Rebbe; he is the one who 
brought this concept into 
the world.”

All this is to prepare for 
the revelation of Moshiach?

“Definitely. The sicha 
of 28 Nissan shook up the 
Chassidim since the Rebbe 
wanted every one of us to 
feel that bringing Moshiach 
is our personal thing. Until 
then, the Rebbe empowered 

us through sichos and maamarim and endless 
“revelations.” Now, the Rebbe gave it over to us.

Actually, even before that, he gave it over to 
us; on Purim 5747, the Rebbe said that the issue 
of Moshiach has transferred from the Nasi to 
the Klal, i.e. that it is not just a matter for the 
Nasi but everyone needs to take responsibility 
to bring Moshiach. That means, it is no longer 
enough to just do activities, but every Chassid 
needs to see to it that there be G-dly revelation 
in the world.

I don’t understand what that means, prac-
tically.

I’ll give you an example from what we 
spoke about earlier about shlichus and shlu-
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chim. Even in this lofty enterprise to prepare 
the world for Geula, there are more “external” 
elements. With shlichus, there is employment, 
parnassa, and even honor. Boruch Hashem that 
it has all those things. But there could be a 
situation in which a person is swept up in the 
daily grind and forgets that the goal is to reveal 
G-dliness in the world. This is precisely the idea 
that the Rebbe says in the sicha of 28 Nissan 
5751, that the main galus is the internal exile 
in the service of Hashem.

What happens? We see that sometimes, 
shluchim experience concealment in their 
work whether in the form of stress or big debt. 
Why? Why can’t a shliach who sacrificed his 
life do in his work in peace? We have to say 
that this concealment is meant to bring out 
hidden strengths in the shliach; that he should 
remember that it is not “my strength and power 
of my hand that did this valor,” but everything 
he does is only thanks to the powers that the 
Rebbe gave the shluchim. This concealment is 
meant to engender the awareness that every-
thing is supervised from Above and to raise 
the shliach up a level.

THE REBBE AGREED TO THE CONCEALMENT 
OF 27 ADAR

There is a story about the Tzemach Tzedek 
who, in his elder years, spent most of the day 
in bed. His aide provided for all his needs. 
One day, the aide felt lazy and decided the 
Rebbe should take care of himself. That 
night, he made believe he was sleeping and 
when the Tzemach Tzedek called for him, he 
pretended to be asleep. After calling for his 
aide a few times and getting no response, the 
aide saw the Rebbe get out of bed, climb a 
ladder, remove a sefer from a high shelf and 
then go back to bed with the same posture 
of great weakness.

I also recently read the memoirs of the 
Rebbe’s aide, R’ Sholom Ber Gansburg, who 
describes how in the months prior to 27 Adar, 

the Rebbe began surprisingly to organize his 
office and removed boxes of sefarim and be-
longings, personally exerting himself to do 
so.

Can we say that the Rebbe knew that what 
was going to occur on 27 Adar would happen?

“Certainly. Of course, he knew. Remember 
the sicha said on 3 Shevat 5752 about the Rebbe 
Rayatz that for a period of time he had difficulty 
speaking? Later on, Chassidim said that the 
Rebbe was alluding to 27 Adar and the period 
following that in which the power of speech 
was not as it should be.

But what? (Obviously, from our lowly per-
spective only): The Rebbe was always careful 
to convey good news which is why he did not 
tell us about what was going to happen, but 
he hinted at it. In the days before 27 Adar, the 
Vizhnitzer Rebbe zt’l (the Yeshuos Moshe) 
was visiting America. He expressed his desire 
to meet with the Rebbe. On Sunday, 26 Adar, 
many Vizhnitzer Chassidim came to dollars 
distribution which took place as it always did.  

When they asked the Rebbe about such a 
meeting, the Rebbe negated it by saying that 
“it would not work out.” Nobody could under-
stand what that was about.  Why would the 
meeting not be able to take place? Only one 
day later they all understood.

What does that teach us?

There is no question that the Rebbe knows 
everything ahead of time. Throughout the 
years, we saw open prophecies of the Rebbe 
in all sorts of matters.

Would you say that the Rebbe even ap-
proved of the concealment that followed 27 
Adar and the stages that followed?

The Rebbe is in charge of everything that 
happens to him. In one of the sichos, the Rebbe 
said about the Alter Rebbe’s imprisonment that 
nothing happened to him without his consent, 
as we know from the story of the imprisonment 
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and redemption. The Rebbe said explicitly that 
everything that happens to a tzaddik is with 
his approval.

What happened on 27 Adar was not a “loss 
of control,” G-d forbid, not even for a moment. 
Today too, after all the concealment, we can see 
how the Rebbe continues to lead the Jewish 
people and continues to draw Jews close to 
Torah and Chassidus in a supernatural way, 
whether through the Igros Kodesh or through 
dreams or other ways.

27 Adar got everyone to start moving and 
after what happened on 3 Tammuz, even more 
so … I once heard in the name of Rabbi Leibel 
Groner that 3 Tammuz shook everyone up to 
get people to start doing; it is meant to instill 
the message that from now on, every delay in 
the Geula is on my head and yours. Obviously, 
everyone needs to do based on their capabil-
ities, but the responsibility to bring the Geula 
was given to us. The Rebbe gave it over to us 
on 28 Nissan and even more so on 27 Adar and 
much more so after 3 Tammuz.

You speak about the net gain that comes 
from the concealment and explain that the 
goal is to wake us up to take responsibility.

Beyond that; it is meant to uncover the hid-
den powers within every one of us.

It says about Yemos HaMoshiach that these 
are days in which there is no desire in them. 
Why? Because there is no work, no effort; all 
attainments will be easily achieved. That is the 
secret that lies within this period of darkness. 
Each of us knows of some difficulty we have in 
one area or another, whether with simcha or 
yiras shomayim, Torah study, hiddur mitzvos 
or Ahavas Yisrael. This is meant to draw forth 
our hidden abilities to struggle and expend 
effort in avodas Hashem.

When they took the Rebbe Rayatz to prison, 
he told Lulov and Nachmanson, members of 
the Yevsektzia, that they would not tell him 
what to do. He wanted to show them that he 

was the boss and was not submissive to their 
authority. After they brought him to Spalerka 
prison, they said to him that they now they 
were ones in charge and he had to obey them. 
Then he said, “A great victory but only for a 
short while.”

So too now, we need to know that it is only 
for a short time.

BRINGING MOSHIACH 
WITH YIRAS SHOMAYIM

What should a Chassid think on 27 Adar? 
How should this day be marked?

First and foremost, a Chassid needs to 
strengthen his emuna and bitachon in Hashem, 
mainly because of the concealment that we 
are in. The Rebbe teaches us that feeling down 
comes from the opposite of holiness and the 
Alter Rebbe, in the daily shiurim in Tanya we 
are learning, gives no justification to sadness, 
not for material reasons nor for spiritual 
reasons; happiness is required always!

We need to remember that if there is a con-
cealment, there is the hidden element within 
of sweetening of judgment. You can see this in 
a tangible way in terms of the new revelations 
after 27 Adar with “Yechi” and the enormous 
awakening in inyanei Moshiach. Just think 
for a moment about the phenomenon of tens 
of thousands, every day, receiving answers 
through the Igros Kodesh; is there a greater 
revelation than that?”

Bottom line, how can each person 
strengthen himself?

The avoda now shouldn’t be the way it was 
until now. 27 Adar needs to get every one of 
us to increase in our avodas Hashem, so that 
everything we do should be more for the sake 
of heaven, more rectification of character traits, 
more emuna in Hashem and more emuna in 
divine providence. Every Chassid needs to in-
crease in yiras shomayim without compromise. 
The Alter Rebbe says that without fear and love 
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of Hashem the mitzvos can’t fly upward - it is 
not possible for avodas Hashem to be without 
fear of Hashem and love of Hashem. Otherwise, 
whatever a Jew does won’t ascend above.

At the same time, things need to be done 
to prepare the world for Moshiach.

“What was said before is for the purpose of 
preparing the world for Moshiach. When the 
worlds sees a Jew talk about Moshiach and he 
is suffused with yiras shomayim, whatever he 
says is heard differently, more seriously.

I once went to Tzfas and went to shul for 
mincha-maariv. I saw the mashpia, Rabbi 
Moshe Orenstein a’h, come in to daven an or-
dinary, weekday mincha and I stood behind 
him.  I watched him and saw with what inner 
bittul he approached the davening, and this 
affected me in the area of yiras shomayim.

The personal example that a person displays 
makes more of an impact than anything else. 
When a Chassid speaks about Moshiach from 
such an “inner” state, what he has to say will 
be received that much more enthusiastically, 
and we have been guaranteed that no publicity 
effort will ever go to waste.

I heard in the name of Rabbi Leibel Groner 
that after the sicha of Chof-Ches Nissan, the 
Rebbe asked him, “What will  be with the si-
cha of Chof-Ches Nissan?” He told the Rebbe 
that after the sicha, rabbanim, mashpiim, and 
askanim gathered and “broke their heads” to 
figure out what to do to bring Moshiach.

The Rebbe said, “Why do they need to break 
their heads? I said a number of times that we 
need to learn Torah, be punctilious when do-
ing mitzvos, and add in Ahavas Yisrael and 
tzedaka, and also to learn inyanei Moshiach 
and Geula.”

R’ Groner said, “We’ve been doing that for 
decades!” But the Rebbe responded that, “Ap-
parently something is still lacking in all these 
things. There is a lack among the public in es-
tablishing times for Torah, there is a lack in 
hiddur in mitzva fulfillment, and there is a lack 
in Ahavas Yisrael and tzedaka and more should 
be learned in inyanei Moshiach and Geula.”

These are the things that need to be strength-
ened, especially when there is a concealment 
which has the power to extract the hidden pow-
ers from each one of us and direct it towards 
bringing the Geula. This is the task we need 
to do now after the Rebbe gave it over to us. ■
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TTTTHHHHEEEE MMMMEEEEERRRCCCHHHAAANNNNNTTTTSS SSHHHHUUUUULLLL
Petersburg, Russia

The Chabad shul, alongside the Great 
Synagogue of Petersburg, is one of the most 
special Chabad shuls in the world. Attached 
to the magnificent Great Synagogue is another, 
smaller shul that served and continues to serve 
as the shul for the Chassidic community, which 
is sometimes referred to as “the merchants 
shul.” This shul was built through the direct 
influence of the Rebbe Rashab.

Despite the proximity of the two shuls, 
the community one and the Chassidic one, 
the two communities flourished for over two 
decades until the Communist Revolution. 
Then began the cruel oppression against the 
Jewish community, the Chassidic community 
in particular. The number of worshipers 
dwindled and the Chassidim feared going to 
their shul.  They preferred secret minyanim in 
private homes. Despite all that, throughout the 
years, a few Chassidim remained, mostly older 

men, who preserved the spirit of the place and 
Chassidic customs. At a certain point, the shuls 
were closed by the communists.

During World War II, many people starved 
to death. The yard of the Chabad shul became a 
temporary place for the Jewish dead who died 
of starvation and German bombing.

At the end of the war, most of the Chassidim 
left Russia but there were some Lubavitcher 
families who remained in Russia. They were 
the ones who revived the Jewish and Chassidic 
community in Leningrad. Included among 
them were the families of R’ Shmuel (Mulle) 
Pruss who would bring his sons, Dovber and 
Zushe to shul.

Decades later, R’ Zushe returned to the city 
where he was born and raised. On this visit, he 
vividly recalled the images of the structure and 
life of the community from his early childhood 
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years, as well as various personalities who peo-
pled that world. This is what he said in the past 
to Beis Moshiach:

“I have many memories of this city and it is 
dear to my heart. One of the closest things to 
my heart is the shul, the Chabad minyan on the 
second floor, to the left of the Great Synagogue.

“I hurried to get up and out on Thursday 
morning and go to shul; I was very emotional. 
I met some old men, a handful of survivors. I 
couldn’t restrain myself and choked up by tears 
I shouted the ‘shehechiyanu’ blessing with the 
same holiday tune that we use before reading 
Megillas Esther.

“Even before I walked in, I was remind-
ed that right here, near the entrance, sat my 
grandfather, R’ Shmuel Mindel. He was a dis-
tinguished Yid and a big Torah scholar and yet 
he was modest and kept out of the limelight. 
He always sat near the door of the shul and 
refused to sit on the eastern wall.

“I walked toward the eastern wall, looked to 
the right of the shul and could envision Anash 
sitting there and spending a long time on their 
davening with an outpouring of the soul. The 
rav stood nearby and davened and near him 
was the community head. Even now, I can’t 
help but turn my head toward the spot of the 
known informer; he was an inseparable part 
of the tefilla.

“My eyes kept roving - here stood Rabbi 
Moshe Mordechai Epstein, davening with avo-
da. R’ Epstein was a distinguished man, who 
was the rav of the Lubavitcher Chassidim in 
Petersburg for three years. I can picture him 
on Hoshana Rabba as he held the four minim, 
a rarity in those days, and circling the bima as 
he cried. He had plenty to cry about ...”

A decade ago, Mrs. Lily Safra and other 
local donors, rallied to the cause of renovat-
ing the Chassidic-Lubavitch shul whose walls 

had absorbed countless events and where the 
Chassidic minyanim took place for many years, 
starting back in the days of the czar, through 
the communist regime and down to our days.

In an interview that Rabbi Mendel Pewzner 
once gave to Beis Moshiach, he spoke about the 
complex restoration work that required calling 
in the finest professionals:

“The goal was to restore the Chassidic shul, 
not just to do a nice renovation.  This challeng-
ing job was given to the best in the field who did 
in-depth research. They went to the buildings 
department of the city which deals with land-
marks, where they found various sketches and 
building plans that were approved every time 
the shul underwent a renovation or change. 
From all that, they learned about the structural 
character of the building over the years and 
even about the seating arrangement, where 
the aron kodesh was located, and more. The 
experts also located photographs, depictions 
and sketches, from various archives. And with 
all this historical treasure, they began drawing 
up plans for the shul as it was in earlier gen-
erations.

“In the second stage, experts began stripping 
the walls, the cover of the aron kodesh and 
the old furniture in order to discover how the 
walls were painted and what the aron was made 
of. The experts made amazing discoveries. Al-
though the aron looked like it is made of wood 
like the rest of the shul, upon stripping many 
layers of wood and paint, they found that the 
aron had been decorated with brilliant gold 
adornments, of which just remnants remained. 
After exacting and specialized work, they fig-
ured out the style and type of gold adornments 
from the time of the czar.”

The Great Synagogue attracts many tour-
ists, mainly in the summer. During that time, 
bachurim are appointed to welcome them and 
they put tefillin on with the Jews, show them 
around the shul, and also arrange Shabbos 
meals for groups on organized tours.
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TTTTHHHEEE ““GGGGEEEUUULLLLAAASSS YIISSSSRRAAAAEEEELLL””” SSSSHHHHUUULL
Tel Aviv, Israel

In the center of Tel Aviv, on the northern 
side of the little park on Sheinkin Street is the 
big and beautiful Chabad “Geulas Yisrael” shul, 
which serves as the center for Chabad activities 
in Tel Aviv.

This shul was not always a Chabad shul.

The surrounding neighborhood was found-
ed in 1922-23 by local workshop and factory 
owners who formed an association to build a 
neighborhood as a center for blue collar work-
ers. In 1927, the residents decided to put up a 
central shul in their community. During the 
first ten years, the shul operated in a shack. In 
1933, the congregants were able to raise funds 
for a permanent structure and contributed 
their professional expertise toward the con-
struction of the shul which was called Geulas 
Yisrael.  The new building was inaugurated on 
18 Elul 5697 (1937). All sorts of people davened 

there: traditional, religious and those not-yet 
religious alongside chareidi Jews.

The shul attracted thousands of people in 
Tel Aviv. Over the years, famous chazanim dav-
ened there including Moshe Koussevitzky, the 
brothers Eliezer and Naftali Hershtik, Chaim 
Adler and Dovid Rokeach.

In the mid-80s, Rabbi Yosef Shmuel 
Gerlitzky, the shliach in Tel Aviv, began to 
attend the shul and was eventually accepted 
as the rabbi of the shul. He quickly adapted 
to the local atmosphere that was generated by 
the residents, young and old. He breathed fresh 
life into the place in the form of activities for 
children, youth, and other projects.  

Over time, the number of congregants 
diminished until the regular services nearly 
faltered. The ownership was then transferred 
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to the Chabad Center in Tel Aviv, under the 
leadership of R’ Gerlitzky.

In 2009, a massive renovation of the shul 
began. The small hall underwent renovations 
while the large hall was rebuilt. The facade of 
the building was renewed and the aron kodesh 
and the bima were gilded. The architectural 
detail that stands out are the twelve magnif-
icent windows with the names of the twelve 
tribes artistically drawn on them, as well as 
the bima and aron. The best architects worked 
on the renovations of the shul and today it is 
considered one of the most beautiful shuls in 

Eretz Yisrael. This stunning shul contains near-
ly 600 seats.

Today, the shul is a busy center for Chabad 
outreach to the entire neighborhood, and in a 
broader sense, all the residents of the city. Many 
of the people in the area who are considered 
traditional, attend the shul. The fact that the 
shul is in such proximity to the liberal envi-
ronment of Sheinkin Street, only highlights its 
impact, and many of the congregants are local 
residents and even some of the more promi-
nent ones.

TTTHHHHEEEE “““GGGOOLLLLDDDEEEN RRROOOSSSSEEE”” SSSSHHHHUUUULLL
Dnepropetrovsk, Ukraine

In the center of Dnepropetrovsk is 
the “Golden Rose” shul which under-
went massive renovations in recent 
years and has become one of the most 
beautiful shuls in the CIS and the en-
tire world. Standing in the shadow of 
the massive Jewish Center, the Menora 
complex, it appears like a precious jewel 
that adorns the entire area.

The shul was already in operation 
in 5560/1800. During the Soviet era it 
was closed and turned into a club and a 
warehouse. The official ownership was 
transferred to the USSR.

After perestroika, in 5756, the shul 
was returned to the Jewish communi-
ty. Some more years went by until the 
renovations began in the year 2000 by 
a Jewish architect who lives in the city. 
Construction continued for several 
years and today it serves as one of the 
central bases for the wide array of activ-
ities and services provided by Chabad 
in the city, under the leadership of the 
shliach, Rabbi Shmuel Kaminetzky.
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““TTTTHHHHEEE SSHHHUULLLL”
Bal Harbour, Florida

Bal Harbour is considered one of the most 
exclusive residential areas on the East Coast. 
More than 80,000 residents, upper-class Amer-
icans, live there. The pleasant climate of this 
sunny state attracts millions of tourists. Bal 
Harbour is the “cherry on top” for whoever 
can live there.

For many months, Rabbi Sholom Dovber 
Lipskar, the Rebbe’s shliach, was the only Jew in 
Bal Harbor. There were Jewish millionaires who 
wanted to live there but the racist zoning law 
was still in effect. The stench of anti-Semitism 
that emanated from Bal Harbor also deterred 
many of the wealthiest Jews from wanting to 
live there. The stink became public following 
a local legal battle which made headlines in 
the newspapers. This legal battle led to the 
annulment of the racist law; it was waged by a 
non-Jewish Italian.

The team of lawyers hired by the residents of 
Bal Harbour did not help. The court’s decision 
was unequivocal; discrimination against any 
race or ethnicity was not allowed anywhere in 
the United States of America.

In the wake of that decision, R’ Lipskar re-
alized it was time for Jewish settlement in Bal 
Harbour. The stain left by the court case lasted 
a very short time. Soon, rich Jews began to 
buy homes in Bal Harbour. The place became 
another Jewish area in Florida with a large, 
religious concentration.

R’ Lipskar is the one who bought the first 
home in Bal Harbour. On Collins Avenue, 
the main street of Bal Harbour, he founded a 
huge complex at a cost of more than 14 mil-
lion. Many of the rich Jews who went to live 
there, and even those in the outlying areas, 
contributed toward the complex called “The 
Shul” in the heart of the neighborhood, just 
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to show the non-Jews that nothing could keep 
the Jewish people down for long. The outside 
facade of the impressive complex is made from 
“Jerusalem stone.”

The Shul attracts many people. A few years 
ago, Newsweek said that it is one of the most 
popular synagogues in America. Indeed, you 
can find Jews from all over the globe there. 
There are people of all ages, some of whom 
did not even know they were Jewish until they 
came to The Shul. Hundreds of Jews, who were 
not at all involved in Judaism, became shomrei 
mitzvos, in full or in part, thanks to this shul.

It seems that the total net worth of its mem-
bership is the highest in the world. There are 
congregants who donate huge sums of money 
toward Jewish causes globally and in Eretz Yis-
rael. It is not just a shul but an enormous Jewish 
center which hosts numerous activities and is 
the hub for Jewish life among the wealthier 
Jews of Miami. Hundreds of Jews attend the 
shul every Shabbos and participate in a big 
kiddush, which has become a storied affair.

R’ Lipskar, who serves as the shliach of the 
Rebbe to the community, is a captivating per-
sonality and possessed of seemingly boundless 
energy. He is has been operating in Miami for 
over forty years, has been involved in building 
up the chinuch there and promoting Torah 
study, and is the founder of Aleph which helps 
Jewish inmates in prisons and mental insti-
tutions as well as members of the American 
armed forces across the globe.

There are twelve daily minyanim in the shul 
including one that is nusach sefard. There are 
special programs for children, a Sunday school, 
shiurim for beginners and more advanced in 
Chumash, Halacha, Gemara, and Chassidus 
and an array of classes for women. The shul reg-
ularly reports about its activities in a magazine 
that is published in English, Spanish, Hebrew, 
French and even Yiddish.

When R’ Lipskar was once asked why he 
chose “The Shul” as the name of the shul, he 

said, “When you say ‘the shul,’ you don’t need to 
specify whether it’s Orthodox or something else 
because Reform don’t call their places shuls. 
They have temples or centers. Every Jew knows 
that you go to shul to daven and that’s what is 
important to us, that people know. Today, we 
see how this name speaks to all.”

The Shul is led by a board of directors, with 
the chairman at its head, as well as a board of 
trustees that generates the huge sums needed 
to fund all of the activities.

The building that houses The Shul is quite 
large, but is already too small to contain all who 
come and there are simchas and kiddushim 
where they open a tent outdoors so everyone 
can fit. The plans are to expand the building 
to allow for expansion of the yeshiva, activi-
ties for school age children, and to enlarge the 
simcha hall.

The Shul is not just a synagogue but a full-
fledged institution which needs to be managed 
like a business. There is a group of 18 members 
who administer the financial end of this enor-
mous operation. We are speaking of an annual 
budget that is in the millions of dollars.
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BBBBEEEEISSSS RRROOOCCCHHHHEEEELLLL
Astana, Kazakhstan

The day that the big shul in Astana, the 
capital of Kazakhstan, was inaugurated was 
a festive day. There were Jews there who ex-
erted themselves to the extreme, who made 
an exhausting eight-hour trip by train from 
Kazakhstan’s former capital, Almaty. There 
were Jews who came by plane from Moscow. 
There were businessmen, from the top tier of 
American business who came by plane from 
the United States as well as hundreds of Jews 
who came from all over the CIS.

But mainly, there were hundreds of Jews 
from Kazakhstan who had kept their Judaism 
a secret for decades, fearing the communist 
government. They hid their true identity in 
fear and then, as dreamers, they got to see the 
founding of this large house of Torah and te-
filla.

Just fifteen years earlier, Kazakhstan gained 
its independence due to the dissolution of the 

Soviet Union, and Judaism in Kazakhstan is 
once again flourishing, in a Moslem state.

You could see the great joy as people distant 
from their Jewish heritage, who returned in 
order to reconnect with their heritage, danced 
with the sifrei Torah alongside yeshiva ba-
churim, rabbanim, businessmen and just plain 
Jews. In the center of the circle of dancers, three 
Sifrei Torah were held aloft which were then 
brought with much pomp to the new magnif-
icent aron kodesh.

This big, beautiful shul in Astana was ren-
ovated with great care. The gleaming brown 
and white drapes frame the windows in a most 
beautiful manner. The architecture is most 
impressive. The dome of the shul is very high 
and the crystal chandeliers lend a luminous 
elegance to the atmosphere. The aron kodesh 
stands majestically, captivating in its uniquely 
Jewish beauty, with the dedication inscription 
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included somewhat modestly. On the paro-
ches is written simply, “Donation of the famous 
philanthropist, man of tzedaka and chessed, 
Mr. Alexander Mashkevich, in memory of his 
mother Mrs. Rochel bas Leba a”h. Passed 12 
Shevat 5753. May her soul be bound up in the 
bond of life.”

More than two million dollars were poured 
into this impressive complex, which aside from 
the shul, houses a beautiful mikva, a kosher 
l’mehadrin kitchen, and a dining hall with a 
200 seat capacity to host the many guests who 
come for the holidays. There are also hotel ac-
commodations in the form of two high-end 
guest suites.

BERLIN, GERMANY
In an impressive event that took place in 

5767/2007, the beautiful Berlin Jewish Cen-
ter was inaugurated with the participation of 
thousands of Jews and dozens of senior public 
figures including the Foreign Minister, the 
Interior Minister, the mayor, Rabbi Yisrael 
Meir Lau and others. 

“Today, we can proudly proclaim that the 
plans of the Nazis to annihilate the Jewish 
people and the Final Solution collapsed,” said 
R’ Lau emotionally. 

The Interior Minister said, in a voice 
choked by tears, “For me, this is a personal 
celebration.” 

BIRMINGHAM, ENGLAND
The Chabad shul in 

Birmingham, known as 
Singer Hills Synagogue, 
is over 160 years old. 
For a while, it was aban-
doned and at a certain 
point it was reopened by 
the shluchim of the Reb-
be to Birmingham. The 
chief rabbi of Britain as 
well as senior govern-
ment officials attended 
the inaugural event.
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BUDAPEST, HUNGARY

A few years ago, a Chabad shul was inaugurated in Budapest by Rabbi Shlomo Koves. This 
magnificent shul is included in the list of most beautiful buildings in the country.

IRVINE, CALIFORNIA

The Chabad House in Irvine is run by Rabbi Alter Tenenbaum. R’ Tenenbaum’s story garnered 
much publicity in recent years when he was dragged into a major legal battle against the custom 
of kapparos.
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BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA

The Chabad shul in Argentina is small but 
one of the nicest and most interesting in the 
world. The old-world Argentinian architec-
ture attracts many Jewish tourists as well as 
non-Jews.

POWAY, CALIFORNIA

The Chabad House in Poway was built by 
Rabbi Yisrael Goldstein, and became a vibrant 
center for Jewish life in the area, bringing many 
Jews back to their traditions. Due to the shoot-
ing that took place there last Pesach, it has been 
seen by millions of people around the world.

ENCINO, CALIFORNIA

The Chabad shul “Machon Menachem” or 
as people refer to it, “Chabad of the Valley,” 
was founded by the shliach, Rabbi Yehoshua 
Binyamin Gordon a’h. The shul and all the out-
reach activities continue in even larger measure 
today, in his memory.

VIENNA, AUSTRIA

One of the Chabad shuls in Vienna is lo-
cated on Rabbiner Schneersohn Platz. The 
street was thus named as a gesture of respect 
to the Rebbe and his work. When the shul was 
built, the Rebbe gave a bottle of mashke for the 
opening and said that it is important to know 
the exact address, since in the future time the 
shuls will be transferred as is to the holy city 
of Yerushalayim.
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Op-EdOp-Ed

In Defense of “ChitzoniYus”

An article I wrote some weeks ago (“When 
Good Gets in the Way of Right” — issue 

#1198) caused a bit of a stir. I’ve received several 
responses, some more critical than others, and 
I wish to respond here to some of them.

Here is one letter I received:

I’ve read your op-ed and felt a host of reac-
tions to it. A particular point which I would like 
to take issue with is one that I feel plagues our 
“faction” within the Chabad community greatly 
and has been bothering me for some time. Un-
fortunately, your article represents it, so I’ll use 
this opportunity to react to it. 

The idea that the Rebbe Nesi Doreinu is 
Moshiach shebador isn’t new and is very cen-
tral, as you wrote. I wholeheartedly agree with 
that. My problem is that much of the internal 
debate we have on this matter relates to very 
chitzoniyusdike aspects of it, like should we call 
the Rebbe “Melech HaMoshiach” and say “Yechi” 
and so on. Some insist on it so much, to the point 
that it makes others feel uncomfortable. 

In your article, you voiced a sentiment that 
organizations who work on bringing the Rebbe 
to the world in such an amazing way, yet fail 
to bring out the Moshiach aspect, are, in your 
words, “de-facto denying it.” I think that is foolish 
thinking at best. 

Anyone who sees and hears the Rebbe sees 
Moshiach in every movement and word, and 
there is no need to push it into people’s faces. It 

just disturbs them from seeing it and distances 
people from seeing the Rebbe as Moshiach!

I apologize for the sharp tone, but this has 
been bothering me for years, and I think it’s 
about time we resolve this.

I happen to agree with you to a certain extent, 
and I wish this were not the case. But while 

on the topic, I wish to present to you my take 
on p’nimiyus vs. chitzoniyus.

P’nimiyus and chitzoniyus describe the con-
cept factually and objectively; “P’nimi” and chit-
zon describe a personality that chooses one as 
a primary path.

Let’s give a very simple example:

The powers of action and speech are chit-
zoniyus — they are outward expressions. 
Thoughts and feelings are kochos p’nimiyim 
— internal powers. Most mitzvos relate to the 
outer powers, yet no one suggests that they are 
less important…

Or how about P’nimyus HaTorah vs. Nigleh? 
Nigleh, which relates to our deeds and action, 
is more focused on the chitzoniyus, yet we 
know that an ignoramus cannot be a Chassid 
— someone who doesn’t learn Nigleh, cannot 
be a p’nimi...

Chitzoniyus and p’nimiyus are not opposites; 
they are two levels of the same thing: P’nimi-
yus means doing a mitzvah (an external act) 

Levi 
Liberow
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with kavana. P’nimiyus describes the inside of 
something; a something that is more outwardly 
by nature.

Sticking to only one of them isn’t enough. 
And if anything, being a pure chitzon is better 
than being a “pure” p’nimi, who can easily be-
come an apikores, by seeing mitzvos as mere 
“symbols” c”v...

I like to think of chitzoniyus in the sense 
of a kli, a receptacle. If you want l’chaim, you 
need to come with a cup in which to fetch it...

I’m not sure if you have children of formal 
education age yet. If you do, you’ll be 

able to understand this better:

Chinuch, which really means “training,” is 
all about creating a proper chitzoniyus, which 
will later be able to be filled with p’nimiyus, as 
the child’s mind and heart develop with age.

Many times, younger people in our school 
system feel that the hanhala’s insistence that 
a certain dress-code or behavior-code be fol-
lowed is focusing on their outside and not on 
their p’nimiyus.

They are right! When commenting to a 
bachur about a certain style of dress, you are 
talking about his chitzoniyus and expecting 
him to be up to par with the yeshiva/commu-
nity/society standard. The student’s p’nimiyus 
is not unimportant to us, but it is up to them 
to work on. 

This isn’t instead of the p’nimiyus; it’s to en-
sure the p’nimiyus can be expressed in an un-
tainted manner. In the dress-code example, it 
maintains the value of not living according to 
passing trends and fashions, which is essential 
to a proper Jewish life.

This concept is true with many things, 
and I will now apply it to what you 

mentioned in your letter.

The Rebbe being Melech HaMoshiach is ap-
parent in all the Rebbe’s ways and teachings, 
and indeed could be observed through just 
observing the Rebbe through his Torah and 
hanhaga. But like any p’nimiyus, it requires a 
chitzoniyus as well. You need to know what to 
look for in order to find it.

You write what you write, lamenting a state 
of over-chitzoniyus in our seviva, and claim-
ing that anyone can see the Rebbe is Moshiach 
themselves by just seeing the Rebbe. Why are 
you so sure of that? 

We sometimes give young children a dot-
to-dot picture — it is an unclear sketch of an 
image, but with enough clues, for them to fig-
ure it out on their own.

When you look at the Rebbe, you can see 
the care, compassion, vision, wisdom, and 
many more virtues of the Rebbe that are part of 
Moshiach’s personality, but you can fail to con-
nect all these attributes and draw from them 
an image of Moshiach unless you are given a 
dot-to-dot image.

I’ve heard people respond to “chitzoniyus-
dike” descriptions of the Rebbe as Moshiach 
with sentences like “the Rebbe didn’t become 
Moshiach in nun-aleph.”

That’s true on a factual level, but it wasn’t 
always as important to lead ourselves towards 
this conclusion, and then it became so!

Did the Rebbe not rely upon the average 
sicha reader’s intelligence alone to figure out 
that the Nasi Hador is Moshiach? Apparently 
not, for otherwise, he wouldn’t point it out so 
many times in the most recent period we heard 
the Rebbe speak.

Our job as a community and as educators 
is to provide our students and children with 
the clues. Should we walk them there or not? 
That’s a good question, but certainly not walk 
them away from it. ■

Op-Ed

Shraga
Sticky Note
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Rabbi 
Zvi 
Homnick

QUESTIONING 
THE ‘RELEVANCE’ QUESTION

The community was buzzing about the 
veteran mesivta Rebbi recruited to 

teach first-year students at one of the local me-
sivtas. His reputation for academic excellence 
and shaping young adults into serious learners 
led to a run on the school as parents fought to 
get their sons into one of the coveted spots. Al-
though the school usually capped the number 
of students at 30, they were forced to bend the 
rules and expand to 35.

On the long anticipated first day of class, 35 
boys sat nervously awaiting the arrival of their 
new Rebbi, who stormed into the room and 
walked straight to the front of the classroom. 
Addressing the boys for the very first time, he 
announced, “I am well aware that every class 
has a few dummies, and I need to know up-
front who the dumb boys are. All of the dumb 
kids need to stand up right now!” Everybody 
sat in their seats dumbstruck. Nobody even 
moved.

Again, the Rebbi announced that he could 
not begin until the dumb boys identified them-
selves, and again there was no response. After 
he said it a third time, Yankel finally got up 
out of his seat. 

“Aha,” said the rebbi, “so how dumb are 
you?” 

“Actually,” Yankel answered respectfully, “I 
was the valedictorian of my elementary school 
graduating class. I just felt bad seeing that Rebbi 
was the only person in the room standing.” 

Whenever I hear the question - 
“what relevance does 

Chassidus have to my life?” - I feel like the only 
person in the room standing.  That is because 
I just don’t get it.  We are lectured about what 
an amazing development this is that people 
are finally asking The Question. Chassidus 
teachers have lost their jobs because they are 
deemed as not properly addressing The Ques-
tion, and others know that they have to tread 
lightly because all they need is to be accused 
of this horrible crime and then it is all over 
even without a witch trial.  Chassidus experts 
have been called in to address the schools, the 
teachers and individual classes, in order to, 
once and for all, answer The Question. How-
ever, it just seems to grow in power from year 
to year, and the inadequate responses are cited 
as the cause for all that ails the community and 
what is disenfranchising many young people.  

The Question has led over time to a heat-
ed debate as to whether Chassidus can solve 
all of a person’s emotional and psychological 
problems.  Even those who argue that “all the 

Chassidus 101 Chassidus 101 
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Chassidus 101 

answers to all of the questions” can be found in 
Tanya, and that Chassidus provides the tools to 
confront all of one’s “demons, traumas, skele-
tons etc.” are quick to qualify that with the con-
cession that in many cases, a professional needs 
to be consulted. We are told that of course, 
this can only be decided on a “case-by-case” 
basis.  Meanwhile, more and more programs, 
to solve more and more problems, employing 
more and more “professionals” with secular 
ideas and credentials, are being launched and 
often being wholeheartedly embraced by the 
schools, who feel responsible for the problems 
in the community that all can be traced back 
to The Question.  

Sorry, but I still don’t know what everybody 
is talking about. I have tried to sound out some 
old-timers about how all of this would have 
been regarded back in the day.  Some give a 
little smile, others roll their eyes, but few are 
the courageous souls who would openly treat 
“The Question” with anything short of rever-
ence even in private conversation, out of fear 
of being seen as too out of touch.  

In fairness and in the interest of full disclo-
sure, I am starting off at a disadvantage. Since 
I did not grow up with Chassidus, and I never 
had the privilege of learning it as an insider 
from an official mashpia, I am very likely miss-
ing some vital pieces of information that were 
handed down orally from generation to gener-
ation.  All I had was the published writings that 
anybody who just walks in off the street can 
purchase and learn from, if he has the requisite 
Hebrew (Aramaic, Yiddish) reading skills. 

Fortunately, I was blessed with a working 
knowledge of those languages and I proceeded 
to exercise those skills to some extent in my 
study of Chassidic texts. (Also, I did attend 
Reb Yoel’s public Thursday night shiurim in 
Boro Park for a few years in the early 90’s, and 
heard many tapes from a number of speak-
ers that were available in English back then.) 
Yet, somehow, bizarrely, I have yet to find one 
single teaching of Chassidus (even the most 

esoteric and abstruse), from basic Tanya all 
the way through to the most recent sichos of 
the Rebbe that are focused primarily on the 
topics of Moshiach and Geula, about which it 
would be remotely appropriate to question its 
relevance to my life.   

In fact, I have the opposite problem. There 
are times that I walk around feeling that my 
head is going to explode from all of the relevant 
ideas and teachings of Chassidus, and from 
seeing how they are all part of one intricately 
woven all-encompassing whole. What I find 
most difficult to do is to narrow my focus on 
one area to work on, whether it is the work of 
the mind or the work of the heart, and there 
are times when I struggle with that to the point 
that I feel like my kishkes are going to plotz. 

Obviously, if I let myself become discour-
aged and slack off, this is the work of the yetzer 
ha’ra, and the solution that Chassidus provides 
for that is to have two or more G-dly souls gang 
up against my one profoundly lazy animal soul.  
In our generation, the Rebbe taught us that 
the solution also involves teaching and helping 
others, and that this unleashes even greater 
inner powers and strengths. However, it can 
be quite difficult to find such a like-minded 
support group when everybody else is busy 
trying to answer a question which sadly, leaves 
me completely out of the loop.  

So why am I going public with this confes-
sion of my own inadequacies, my inability to 
relate to The Question? It is in the sincere hope 
that by making my case in the essays that will 
follow, with Hashem’s help, I can gain some 
clarity from people’s feedback and maybe even 
help others gain some clarity as well.  If it turns 
out that I have it all wrong and The Question 
is the greatest thing that ever came along, even 
better than sliced bread, then you can say a few 
chapters of Tehillim for me. You might want 
to pray that I “open my eyes” so that instead of 
seeing how I fall short in aligning my life and 
making it “relevant to” Chassidus, I will finally 
see the awesomeness of The Question. Or not. ■
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1. On Monday afternoon, the 
27th of Adar, Photographer 

Friedrich Vishinsky snapped a 
few shots on his camera as the 
Rebbe distributed some coins 
for tzedaka before departing 
for the Ohel. Little did he know 
how meaningful these “simple” 
photos will be to every Chassid 
for so many years to follow…

2. That Monday morning, the Rebbe 
came down to Shacharis at 10:15 

am. In the afternoon, the Rebbe went 
to the Mikah and then left for the Ohel 
at 2:25 pm. Before the Rebbe left, he 
gave his siddur to a chassan, wishing 
him (twice) “b’sha’ah tova umutzlachas, 
binyan adei ad — may the wedding be 
in a good and auspicious hour and may 
you build an everlasting edifice.”

While entering the car, the Rebbe 
distributed tzedaka to all those present 
and then waved his hand. 

Moments With The RebbeMoments With The Rebbe
Monday, Chof Zayin Adar 5752
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3. At about 5:00 pm, the news hit 770 that 
“something happened at the Ohel.” The 

news spread like wildfire, and 770 began just 
filling up more and more as time ticked on 
slowly. Everyone was scared, and people 
began reciting Tehillim. A lot of inaccurate 
information was passed around. 

4. Two hours later, the Rebbe came to 
770. When Reb Leibel Groner asked 

the Rebbe at the Ohel if he wants to go to 
the hospital, the Rebbe responded no. He 
got the same answer when he asked if the 
Rebbe wishes to go to his home on President 
Street. The Rebbe asked to return to 770, and 
so it was. 

5. In these painful times 
when we cannot hear 

the Rebbe’s words in the 
conventional sense, we serve 
as the Rebbe’s “Aharon” to 
spread the Rebbe’s teachings 
and message of Moshiach 
(see Sicha of 3 Shevat 5752). 

6. Very few words were uttered by the 
Rebbe since that day. Doctors testified 

that they heard the Rebbe say several times: 
“shira vezimra — song and music.” Indeed, 
even in these painful days, Chassidim know 
that like always, simcha is the way to counter 
the bitter challenges. How much more so now, 
standing at the threshold of Geula – the joy is 
boundless, knowing that imminently we will 
merit to hear Torah Chadasha from the Rebbe 
shlita – Melech HaMoshiach! ■
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HEAVENLY HOME AND EARTHLY HOME
BEGIN WITH A GRIN

Israelis sometimes express their exasperation 
with the veritable monopoly of Tnuva Dairy with 
the following: What is the difference between the 
biblical figure Yael, wife of Chever Ha’Keini, who 
played the role of “milkmaid” in her moment on 
the stage of history, and the Tnuva milk of today?

Regarding Yael, “He [Sisra] asked for water 
and she gave him milk.”

Today, you pay for milk and get water!

REPETITIVE HOMEWORK?

The main question regarding this week’s To-
rah portion, the joint parshiyos of Vayakhel-Pi-
kudei is, why the repetition? Why do we get to 
read all the details of the construction of the 
Mishkan again, when we learned it at length 
in the parshiyos of Terumah and Tetzaveh? 
A description of the structure, the curtains, 
the beams, the courtyard and the vessels was 
provided earlier. The only difference is that pre-
viously it was Hashem’s command to Moshe 
about how to build the Mishkan while in our 
parshiyos, it is about the actual construction. 
The Torah could have sufficed with one verse, 
“And Moshe did everything Hashem com-
manded him.” Why do we need 214 verses of 
repetition?

In an edifying sicha, the Rebbe explains 
(based on the Medrash) that this is not a 
repetition. There are two Mishkans! One (in 

Terumah and Tetzaveh) is spiritual, a Mishkan 
up Above, and the other (in Vayakhel-Pikudei) 
is a physical Mishkan, a Mishkan down 
below. They are identical; both have an Aron, 
Shulchan, Menorah, Altars, etc. but with the 
first Mishkan, everything is made of spiritual 
fire, while the second one is made of wood, 
curtains, gold, silver, copper.

The Medrash (Bamidbar Raba 12:12) even 
describes when, how, and who built the spiri-
tual Mishkan: “When Hashem told the Jewish 
people to erect a Mishkan, he hinted that the 
ministering angels also make a Mishkan and 
when the one below was erected, the one above 
was erected.”

The commentators (Rabeinu Bechayai and 
Ibn Ezra) similarly explain the repetition at 
the beginning of the parsha of Pikudei (38:21), 
“Eileh pikudei ha’mishkan mishkan ha’eidus ...” 
Why is the word “mishkan” repeated? Because 
they refer to two structures, a Mishkan Above 
and a Mishkan below.

One would think that the physical Mishkan 
that was built by human beings was merely a 
replica of the spiritual Mishkan, a cheap imi-
tation, a sort of consolation for the fact that we 
are not capable of having the “real deal.” The 
truth is the other way round. It is through the 
physical Mishkan, written about in our parsha, 
that Hashem’s intent is realized.

While the spiritual Mishkan is referred to 
merely as “Mishkan,” the physical Mishkan is 

PARASHA Of The Future
Rabbi Nissim Lagziel
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called, “Mishkan ha’eidus” (the tabernacle of 
testimony). This can be viewed negatively, i.e. 
our Mishkan, made of physical things whose 
nature is to conceal G-dliness, requires “eidus” 
(testimony) that it actually has some connec-
tion with G-dliness. The truth is that the op-
posite is correct and it is the physical Mishkan 
which testifies to Hashem! “Eidus” is said only 
about something hidden, for something out in 
the open or that which will be revealed does 
not require testimony. The spiritual worlds (and 
spiritual Mishkan) represent levels of G-dly rev-
elation, a revelation that comes from Hashem, 
but is not Hashem Himself.

It is within a physical Mishkan that the Di-
vine Essence finds expression and is revealed 
in a much more blatant way than the supernal 
realms because “ikar Shechina b’tachtonim hay-
sa” (the primary dwelling of the Shechina was 
in the lower worlds), and “Hashem desired a 
dwelling down below for Himself.”

REDEMPTION MEANS COMING HOME

This deep connection between the infinite 
G-dly Essence and the limited life and physical 
things of this world also serves as the conclu-
sion of the book of Shemos, “Sefer Ha’Geula.” 
It is interesting to note that the beginning of 
Shemos and the end deal with the topic of 
counting. At the beginning of Shemos, there 
is the counting of the Jewish people who de-
scended to Egypt and the end of Shemos enu-
merates the donations, the weight and number 
of vessels etc.

One would think that “Geula” means liber-
ation from any limitations while counting rep-
resents the opposite, i.e. a limited item that can 
be quantified, seventy people or this amount of 
gold, that amount of vessels, etc. How is it that 
the “Sefer Ha’Geula” begins and ends with an 
“inventory” count?

Rather, this is the effect and main innovation 
of Geula. Geula does not remove a person from 
this world and cast him into a utopian, infinite 
cosmos. On the contrary, Geula is about reveal-

ing the G-dly light within the limited world, 
within a reality that can be counted. The G-dly 
goal is to achieve the infinite, beyond the lim-
itations of the world, but without obliterating 
the limits and the world. Opposites need to 
be joined together, the finite and the infinite. 
This is through knowing that specifically here 
is where the true intent for creation is realized.

As for us, not only in a shul, while praying, 
wrapped in tallis and crowned with tefillin, do 
we need to remember G-d, but also at work or 
when with the family, while eating, relaxing or 
sleeping, we need to try and instill holiness in 
everything!

TO CONCLUDE WITH A STORY

The following is a story that illustrates the 
special approach of Chassidus to the join-
ing together of matter and spirit, a story told 
by the Rebbe on the second night of Pesach 
5720/1960:

Someone who was brought to repentance 
once brought a snuff box to the Alter Rebbe as a 
gift. The Alter Rebbe declined to use it for snuff 
saying, “There is one part of the body that does 
not lust after worldly pleasures and people want 
to stuff it up with desire?!” Instead, he used the 
cover of the box as a mirror to properly adjust 
his tefillin on his head.

This story was once told in the presence of 
the Tzemach Tzedek and they said that the 
Alter Rebbe broke the cover off the box. The 
Tzemach Tzedek said, “My grandfather’s way 
was not to break; he did not break himself or 
others. The cover was probably attached with 
a pin and he removed the pin, but he didn’t 
break it.”

Chassidus does not break the physical, it 
detaches it from worldly desires and connects 
it to holiness.■

Good Shabbos!

Based on a sicha in Likutei Sichos vol. 1 
(Pekudei), and a sicha in vol. 16, sicha 3 of 

Parshas Pekudei



46 BEIS MOSHIACH

Wednesday

כ“ט אדר 03/25
SunsetLatest shemaSunrise

7:139:556:50

הלכות כלים פרקים יב-יד ג' פרקים  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
פרק אחד  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   הלכות טוען ונטען פרק ב
ספר המצוות.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .מ״ע צט

Friday

 ב‘ ניסן 03/27
SunsetLatest shemaSunrise

7:159:536:46

ג' פרקים  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  הלכות כלים פרקים יח-כ
פרק אחד  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . הלכות  טוען ונטען פרק ד
ספר המצוות  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  מ״ע קו

Thursday

א‘ ניסן 03/26
SunsetLatest shemaSunrise

7:149:546:48

ג' פרקים .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   הלכות כלים פרקים טו-יז
פרק אחד .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   הלכות  טוען ונטען פרק ג
מ״ע ק ספר המצוות.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Tuesday

כ“ח אדר 03/24
SunsetLatest shemaSunrise

7:129:566:51

ג' פרקים .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . הלכות כלים פרקים ט-יא
פרק אחד .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . הלכות  טוען ונטען פרק א
ספר המצוות .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  מ״ע קא

Monday

 כ“ז אדר 03/23
SunsetLatest shemaSunrise

7:119:576:53

הלכות כלים פרקים ו-ח ג' פרקים  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
פרק אחד  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . הלכות  מלווה ולווה פרק כז
ס' המצוות .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .מ״ע קח

Sunday

כ“ו אדר 03/22
SunsetLatest shemaSunrise

7:109:586:55

ג' פרקים  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .הלכות כלים פרקים ג-ה

פרק אחד  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   הלכות מלווה ולווה פרק כו

ס' המצוות .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  מ״ע קז

shabbos

כ“ה אדר 03/21
Shabbos endsSunset MiddayLatest shemaSunriseCandle lighting

7:097:011:039:596:566:50

ג' פרקים: הלכות טומאת אוכלין פ' טז, הל' כלים פרקים א-ב. פרק אחד: הלכות  מלווה ולווה פרק כה. ספר המצוות: מ״ע צח

The times on this page are for Brooklyn, NY
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UNGRATEFUL OR GOOD CHILDREN?

People like to say that “children are ungrate-
ful creatures.” It’s true, but not because they’re 
not good. Children generally live for the “here 
and now,” out of a natural instinct for self-pres-
ervation, seeing themselves as the center of the 
universe, and what we don’t teach them – they 
won’t necessarily learn on their own…

Take the subject of gratitude, for example; A 
child doesn’t feel a natural need to give thanks. 
He gets everything he needs from the day he 
was born, and since he was born with this ego-
centricity – he is also certain that he’s entitled 
to it all (and preferably “right now”). 

Why should our child think that he has to 
thank us? We find already in Sefer Bereishis 
regarding Adam HaRishon, “here he showed 

his ingratitude.” Instead of giving thanks for 
the woman he had received – he blamed her 
for his sin. 

So what can we all, who inherited his quality 
traits, possibly do to change that? 

TEACH, BUT ALSO SHOW AN EXAMPLE

How can we educate our children to be 
grateful? Here is a method I learned from my 
mother, Mrs. Ester Meizlish. It’s a three-point 
method: initiative, exposure, and sharpness. 
By the way, the method works with any other 
trait you want your child to pick up.

1. Initiate: 

We will look for opportunities to teach our 
child about expressing gratitude and giving 
thanks according to his age and abilities. We 
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will tell appropriate stories on the subject, ask 
him to tell us about things he personally expe-
rienced, saw, or read.

Today, thank G-d, the marketplace is over-
flowing with storybooks about kibbud av 
va’eim, and we don’t have to wait for the kin-
dergarten teacher for our child to learn, for 
example, about Dama ben Nesina. We can tell 
him the story at home.

 2. Expose:

Be a living example. Tatty and Mommy 
should make a point to express gratitude to 
one another before the children; thank the taxi 
driver, the bus driver, the child’s rebbis and 
morahs, the mailman, the clerk at the store — 
you get the point… 

Expose them to such behavior.

3. Be Sharp and Clear

Sometimes, parents feel uncomfortable tell-
ing a child that he has to honor them. This ter-
rible mistake allows the situation to deteriorate 
into some very inappropriate places.

Here, the principle of sharpness can come 
into expression: a clear and concise statement 
that tells the child what he should or shouldn’t 
do and what is expected of him.

Remember! We’re not talking here about 
lengthy explanations, rather something spe-
cifically short, sweet, and to the point. For ex-
ample: “What do we say when Mommy pours 
you a drink?”, “I heard Mendy say ‘thank you,’ 
what about you, Mushky?”

If a child misbehaves in this area, again, you 
need to be sharp and clear: “That’s not how we 
speak to Mommy!” 

Afterwards, you’ll also be able to discuss 
with him about the manner to correct what 
he did. First, however, you have to sharpen the 
situation and make it clear what behavior is 
acceptable and what isn’t.

It would be appropriate here to mention 
another type of gratitude and thankfulness: 

To educate children in being thankful, we 
first must educate ourselves to give thanks for 
everything, and not just to the people around 
us, but mainly to Hashem — thank Him for 
everything and in all circumstances. We accept 
nothing as a given, and we must remember that 
everything comes from Him, and if only we 
would already merit to sing a song of thanks 
before Him at the True and Complete Geula, 
immediately, mamash, now! ■
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Raizel 
Liberow  

Pesach Cleaning with Kids

Something about the title seems 
like an oxymoron. 

Pesach cleaning with kids. It’s hard enough to 
keep on top of the everyday cleaning - how do 
we manage to make Pesach too?

Here are 5 “don’ts” that I found preserves 
some elements of my sanity and I hope it can 
help you too. 

1) Don’t Stress about Others’ Standards:

As the CEO of your family, you know best 
what works for you. For some, starting after 
Chanukah makes things easier, while for oth-
ers, not thinking about Pesach cleaning until 
after Rosh Chodesh Nissan works just fine. 
When we don’t compare ourselves to others 
and do what works for us, we take away an 
element of pressure which helps us spend more 
energy focusing on what truly deserves our 
attention. 

Personally, I begin organizing soon after 
Purim: decluttering, getting rid of things that 
serve no purpose, organizing clothes, cabi-
nets and what not. But the actual removal of 
Chametz, when you start saying “don’t bring 
Chametz into this room” is too stressful to start 
too early with my little kids and our one storey 
home. So the week before Pesach, we stop eat-
ing real Chametz and start the real scrubbing! 

And then, once we really get into it: 

2) Don’t be afraid to use Incentives: 

We do this throughout the year and the kids 
love it. Why not try it for Pesach? Create a list 
of jobs that the children can complete once 
they are ready for school or when they come 
home - each worth a certain amount of points 
based on its value. Child-friendly jobs can in-
clude vacuuming the couch, scrubbing a shelf, 
washing windows, etc.  

At the end of the month, the points can be 
exchanged for play money, which can then be 
used before Pesach to purchase Pesach jewelry 
or ties, small treats, little toys or even a special 
Haggadah from Mommy’s store. Older kids can 
exchange it for real money to choose their own 
special Pesach gift! 

3) Don’t Disregard the Little Jobs 

My mother-in-law has a handful of teenage 
daughters who come home Friday afternoon 
asking, “what can I do?” (Right, it sounds like 
a dream? :) )

Sometimes when you’re put on the spot, it’s 
hard to think of all that needs doing, and the 
children are not interested in many choices 
that are given. 

She came up with a system that works really 
well and can be perfect for pre-Pesach cleaning 
too! She compiles a list of all the jobs that have 
to be completed around the house (ranging 

Home, Hacks and CoffeeHome, Hacks and Coffee
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Home, Hacks and Coffee

from peeling vegetables to putting away 
laundry to making a dressing for the let-
tuce salad). Once everyone comes home, 
they put their name next to the jobs of 
their choice, and following Kiddush, 
the list is taken down, and everyone is 
thanked for their contributions. 

This works well as the children have 
a chance to choose the job that they are 
in the mood of. Also, all work gets rec-
ognition instead of just the chef being 
complimented for the potato kugel and 
no one noticing the hour that Chaya put 
in, matching socks. And finally, no one 
needs to tell Sarale that she was a little 
lazy this week...when the list is read, it 
speaks for itself and motivates the others 
to pick up their game for next time. 

4) Don’t Overwork 

Pesach cleaning is hard work so give yourself 
a bit of a break in other areas. Make simpler 
suppers or order food if that’s an option. Get 
some new, educational videos and allow just a 
little more screen time. Take breaks often and 
treat yourself to little rewards. After all, it is 
the Yom-Tov of freedom so let’s try to feel it 
along the way too! 

5) Don’t Do it Alone 

The other day, I was reminding my oldest 
of his room that had to be cleaned. “I just wish 
we had servants,” he sighed.

 As parents, its sometimes easier to do it 
ourselves than to encourage our children to 
join us. 

But every small effort to get them involved 
is a boost to their Chinuch as the Rebbe writes 
(Igros Kodesh, vol. 22, p. 494 - 495) that one of 
the foundations of Chinuch is to educate the 
students and prepare them for proper conduct 
in life when they becomes older. 

That being said, sometimes its easier to put 
everyone to bed and then clean. Or to put ev-
eryone to bed and then go to bed ourselves. 
And that’s ok :) 

Mrs. Chani Gurary of Montreal relates 
that she was feeling particularly overwhelmed 
during the pregnancy of her fifth child, her 
oldest being 4 years old at the time. 

Together with her husband, she went into the 
Rebbe for a Yechidus. Amongst other things, 
the Rebbe told her: “Your occupation –עסק – is 
children. You have to see to make things easier 
for yourself. Help is there, so you will have me-
nucha (peace of mind) to fulfill what you were 
created for. So, if you have hired help once a 
week, now you should take her twice, and if 
you have her twice a week, now you should take 
her three times. And you shouldn’t check-up 
in the corners after her to see if she cleaned 
well enough.”

So as a hora’a to all of us, let’s try to get 
more cleaning help for ourselves. And 

if we can’t afford it, Hashem certainly can — so 
we’ll leave the logistics up to Him! ■
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Sara Gopin •

In a world where everyone is preoccupied 
with publicizing themselves through 

Facebook and Instagram, Ida Rochel 
Nedobora’s journey is quite extraordinary. 
She sacrificed the glamour of show business in 
order to fulfill her true role as a Jewish woman. 
“It may look as if the circumstances of our life’s 
story are in our hands,” Ida says as she opens 
our interview, “but Hashem is the ‘producer.’ 
It is He who is behind the scenes, writing the 
script and pulling all of the strings.

 “I was born in Moscow, in a home that typ-
ified the atheistic lifestyle prevalent during the 
Soviet regime,” Ida describes her childhood. 
“Besides a few words in my lexicon like ‘challa’ 
and ‘l’chaim,’ my home was void of any Jewish 
practice. When I was in elementary school one 
of my teachers requested that every student in 
the class state their nationality. ‘I am Russian!’ 
I declared, totally unaware that I was Jewish!

 “My parents were very intellectual. My fa-
ther a”h was a chemist, and my mother, may 
she have a good and long life, worked as an 
engineer. I was the oldest, and my parents 
invested everything possible in my younger 
brother and me. We received the highest quality 
of secular education and 
extracurricular activities, 
and my parents believed in 
our capabilities to succeed.

 “I was only five years 
old when one day there 
was an announcement 
on the radio that movie 
producers were seeking a 
young girl to play the lead-
ing role in a film for chil-
dren. My father brought 
me to the studio for an 
audition, and to everyone’s 

surprise, I was chosen for the part. My family 
was thrilled, and this was the beginning of my 
childhood career as a film star. Until I was eigh-
teen, I acted in over ten movies, and in several 
of them, I had the leading role.”

Ironically, it was one of these movies that 
led Ida to discover that she was Jewish. “There 
was one unforgettable movie where I played 
the part of a young girl in the last twenty-four 
hours of her life before the Nazis killed her. This 
film portrayed the mass murder in Babi Yar, in 
Kiev. I was about ten years old at the time, and 
my parents told me that they were proud of 
me for acting in a movie that commemorated 
the Holocaust.” 

Ida’s emotions escalate, and then she says, 
“The conversation continued in a totally un-
expected way... My parents finally revealed to 
me that I am Jewish! Can you believe it? At this 
occasion, they also warned me that I must keep 
my religious identity in absolute secrecy for my 
own safety.” Ida adds, “We can’t be judgmental 
of the Russian Jews of that era who as children 
were tormented and bullied by anti-semitic 
goyim. Who would have believed that only five 
years later the fear and trepidation of the Soviet 
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regime would be replaced with Jewish activities 
flourishing throughout Russia?” 

This sudden enlightenment changed the 
course of Ida’s adolescence. “When I was fif-
teen my mother enrolled me in camp Gan 
Yisrael, which was run by Rabbi Berel Lazar, 
the shaliach of the Rebbe MH”M who later 
became the Chief Rabbi of Russia. From the 
first moment that I came to the camp I was 
overwhelmed with excitement, joining the 180 
girls whose presence was a public declaration 
of their Jewish identity. Throughout the sum-
mer we learned Jewish songs, sang and danced 
together. For me this was a ‘taste’ of the times 
of Moshiach, and I realized that living as a Jew 
is joyful in a way that no words could ever de-
scribe.

“I came home with four decisions that 
brought my new spiritual lights down into the 
realm of action: To do netilat yadayim by my 
bedside every morning, to say kriyat shema 
before going to sleep, to try to keep kosher, and 
to be known by my Hebrew name, Ida Rochel. 

“My last resolution was no simple feat, since 
I continued my career as a movie actress for 
three more years,” Ida pauses, and then empha-
sizes: “But I was not the same person anymore. 
As I strengthened my religious observance, 
it became clear to me that I must break away 
from the world of the theater. Baruch Hashem, 
I had found my true place as a Chabadnik, and 
decided to invest in pursuits that were more 
suitable to my present life.”

Ida finished her Master’s degree in literature 
and languages, while simultaneously learning 
Torah and Chassidus at the Machon Chaya 
Mushka Institute in Moscow. She was appoint-
ed as the dorm counselor and soon afterwards 
married Mishael Nedobora, who was an in-
ternational chess master. In the week of their 
sheva brachos they moved to Kharkov, where 
Mishael grew up, and helped the shluchim, 
Rabbi Moshe and Miriam Moscowitz, to revive 
the Jewish community. Mishael gave shiurim 

to bochurim and to students, and Ida was in-
volved in establishing the girls’ school, which 
was very successful. Five years later Ida and 
Mishael made aliya with their two young chil-
dren to Ariel, where there is a large population 
of Russian Jewish immigrants. “My husband 
gives shiurim and is involved in the mivtzaim 
of the Rebbe MH”M. Baruch Hashem, we were 
blessed with three more children, and have the 
tremendous zechus to build a chassidishe home 
in Eretz Yisroel.”

Ida does literary translations from Hebrew 
and English to Russian, and is also a songwriter. 
“In previous generations, mesirat nefesh meant 
sacrificing your life, but nowadays it refers to 
giving up your desires, which is what I did at 
eighteen,” Ida explains. “Several years ago, I 
narrated a movie that I had translated from 
Hebrew to Russian. I felt ‘right at home’ in the 
studio, and realized that if my working con-
ditions were ‘al taharat hakodesh,’ it would be 
possible to return to the world of theater as my 
shlichus. I found a school for religious women 
where I learned a higher level of acting, and 
then joined a woman’s theater group. Besides 
acting, I also give drama workshops under 
the auspices of ‘Chabad B’aliyah’, a nationwide 
program for Russian immigrants. My acting 
experience since the age of five prepared me 
for being on stage several decades later. Baruch 
Hashem, I am able to follow the halachic guide-
lines that require modesty as I act in roles that 
have a tremendous impact on strengthening 
the connection of a Jew with Hashem. 

“In this generation, even the ‘lowly’ culture 
of movies and theater has been uplifted and is 
used for the holy purposes of hastening our 
Geula. The era of show business that promotes 
falsehood has passed, now the world is ready to 
to hear the purest messages of truth. Today not 
only lecturers, actors, and singers are on stage, 
but modern technology has given each one of 
us our own personal “stage” through which our 
messages have universal impact preparing the 
world for our imminent Geula. ■
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Review: In the past – The friendship 
between Leibel and Max grows stronger. 
Max is troubled over recent events in 
Europe, while Leibel is losing interest in his 
job as a construction worker. In the present 
– Yonasan meets a friend, Avi, and recalls 
the period they served together on shlichus.

Tammuz 5698, Yerushalayim. 
“Filthy scum,” Max 

muttered angrily.

“Who?” Leibel asked.

“The British…they executed him, over 
our land!” 

It all began when Arabs were attacking 
cars along the northern highways, and three 
Jewish youths decided to take revenge by 
throwing a hand grenade at an Arab bus. 
Although no one was injured, one of the 
youths, Shlomo Ben-Yosef, was sentenced to 
hang. Demonstrations, protests, diplomatic 
efforts — all to no avail. The sentence was 
carried out.

“The British are in charge here. They do 
whatever they want,” Max declared. “Since 
they need the support of the Arab world, 
the murder of Jews is forgivable, and the 

21
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attempts by Jews to exact revenge – is a crime 
of the highest order.”

“One-sided policy,” Leibel said in agreement. 
“But what can we do? You said yourself that 
they are the bosses here.”

“We can no longer remain silent.” 

“Mazal Tov!” Raizele placed the cake on the 
table and looked at Genendel, Golda’s eldest 
daughter, as she sat surrounded by her friends 
with an expression of pure joy on her face.

The refined young woman had become en-
gaged to Avremel Wilensky, son of Efraim the 
shoemaker.

Avremel is a simple bachur with average to 
less than average talents. About a year ago, he 
left the yeshiva and started helping his father 
in his work. “When there are no expectations – 
there are no disappointments,” Raizele thought 
with a combination of pity and envy. 

She looked at the excited Golda heaping 
brachos upon the guests. Is she actually happy 
with her fate? Golda herself was sixteen years 
old when she married Eliezer Tzvi Druckman, 
age twenty. He hardly knew what a page of Ge-
mara looked like, and he was busy working 
at odd jobs from a very early age. It’s strange 
that Golda’s father agreed to such a shidduch. 
Apparently, while he was in a profound state of 
mourning, someone suggested to the orphaned 
girl that she marry a young working man out of 
concern for her fate. Now, Golda’s daughter is 
also marrying a simple young man who works 
for a living. Doesn’t Golda feel any anguish or 
that this represents a missed opportunity?

She cast her gaze in the direction of the 
living room. Leibel was dressed in his Shab-
bos attire, sitting near his two brothers. Her 
brothers-in-law were involved in a lively con-
versation, apparently discussing some topic in 
Talmud, bringing the commentaries of Rashi, 
Tosfos, the Rif, and the Ran. Only her husband 
remained quiet and tense. Since he had left the 
Kollel and his full-time Torah studies, the gap 

between him and his scholarly brothers had 
grown deeper. 

“The gap between him and me has also 
grown deeper,” she thought with a shudder. 

Leibel had tried so much to help her recent-
ly, and he had reasonably expected a little ap-
preciation from her. However, it was hard for 
her to appreciate him or give him any respect. 
Will she ever accept the painful fact that she 
is married to an impulsive and irresponsible 
construction worker?

Leibel sat down on the bed in Max’s apart-
ment, as it made a creaking sound.

“How could anyone sleep on such a thing?” 
he wondered to himself, and not for the first 
time.

“How can I possibly sleep knowing that my 
mother and my sisters…Who knows what’s 
happened to them? The cursed Nazis roam 
the outskirts of Vienna, sowing ruin and de-
struction everywhere. Meanwhile, the tranquil 
outside world convenes a conference to discuss 
the refugee problem. Talks are held, but that’s 
where it ends, as the international community 
continues to remain unaware of the situation 
in the Third Reich.”

Max was speaking about the Évian Confer-
ence, convened in France to discuss accepting 
Jewish refugees. 

“Did you hear what the Australian delegate 
said? ‘There’s no anti-Semitism in our country, 
so why should we import it?’” 

“Totally ridiculous.” 

“A conference of nothing but absurd excus-
es.”

“And Britain? What do they say? They have 
the key to the most important gate.”

“The British delegate refused to speak about 
Eretz Yisrael as an option.” 
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“Evil fools,” Leibel murmured. As his con-
nection to Max grew more robust, the situation 
within European Jewry touched his heart even 
more. 

“They’re afraid of the Arabs… The world 
is so vast, and we…oy, I don’t want to think 
about what’s happening now with my family. 
Why did I abandon those dearest to me at this 
difficult hour?” he cried in torment. “It’s been 
three months already, and there have been no 
letters from home,” he added silently. 

Leibel placed a hand on Max’s shoulder.

Max was quiet. It seemed as if his thoughts 
were focused somewhere else.

“Nu, Leibel, will you join the struggle?” he 
asked suddenly. 

“What?” Leibel responded in surprise. 

“If we don’t take action to establish a place of 
refuge for Jews throughout the world, no one 
else will do this for us. I wanted to return to 
Vienna, but I’d be helpless to do anything there. 
I have decided to fight from here. Perhaps I’ll 
be able to get some immigration certificates 
and places on clandestine ships. In any event, I 
intend to join the struggle for this land. There’s 
no other place in the world where we can live.”

“What are you planning to do for the strug-
gle? Quarrel with Arab workers? Place bombs 
in the marketplace?” he joked. 

“I still don’t know, but we have to do some-
thing. The Jewish Agency and the Jewish Na-
tional Council are showing too much restraint. 
There’s a need for something hotter and live-
lier.” 

“The Irgun?”

“Probably. I read articles by Jabotinsky and I 
was most impressed. My friends from univer-
sity are joining the ranks of the Irgun. If I join 
up, will you come with me?”

“Let me think about it,” Leibel asked.

“Remember that we’re talking about the 
future of our nation,” Max said in conclusion.

Leibel walked into the street, immersed in 
thought.

Joining an underground organization – 
there’s something magical about the idea, per-
meated with the scent of freedom.

“Freedom”… A complex word. Will he ever 
again feel like a free man?

Until now, he had been a slave – to Eliezer 
Tzvi’s demands, Raizele’s dreams, accepted 
social practices, and the burden of making a 
living.

“Aryeh Leib Stein, a native of Yerushalayim’s 
‘Old Yishuv,’ married with three children, going 
out to train with the underground and learn 
how to use a gun?” a mocking voice told him 
in his heart.

How would the community accept this? He 
could envision Yankel’s ridicule, Eliezer Tzvi’s 
rage, and his brothers’ shock. His fists tight-
ened. How much longer will others run his life? 
Why can’t he choose his own path? 

However, could he possibly join the Irgun 
underground and remain a pious Jew? Would 
it be fair for his family to suffer embarrassment 
again? Even if he hid his past dealings, secrets 
are eventually revealed. He already knew that…

,,   Leibel had tried so much 
to help her recently, and he 

had reasonably expected a 
little appreciation from her. 
However, it was hard for her 

to appreciate him or give him 
any respect
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But would he have to live a wretched and 
meaningless life simply due to concerns over 
“what would people think”? Would he be 
just a simple worker for the rest of his life, a 
“no-goodnik,” remembered by everyone and 
reminded about the sins impetuously commit-
ted in his youth? 

He had an opportunity to be involved in the 
making of history and literally do something 
for the Jewish People. Could he pass it up? 

The voices argued within him, and Leibel 
had a hard time coming to a decision, deter-
mining where he truly belonged. He almost 
bumped into an Arab carrying a large box on 
his back. He apologized in embarrassment.

Adar 5778, Tzfas. “Excuse me, where is 
the Ari Synagogue?” a voice asked.

“Ashkenazic or Sephardic?” Hadas replied.

“Ashkenazic.”

“I’m walking in that direction now,” she said.

The tourist family joined her – a couple in 
their thirties with three energetic children and 
a baby. Everyone was dressed in bright Shab-
bos clothes. As she pushed the carriage along 
the lanes of the Old City, she couldn’t help but 
notice how relaxed the parents looked. They 
spoke with one another as they walked, smiling 
and laughing while the children jumped near 
them with sweet innocent mischief. 

When was the last time she and Yonasan 
walked together that way? Apparently, it had 
been some time. 

Yonasan claims that she was stressed. There 
is truth to his words. When he acts so childish 
and irresponsible, the entire burden falls upon 
her. She has lived in constant fear that he would 
say something tactless or do something foolish. 
It’s no wonder that she’s turned into a bundle 
of nerves. 

Shmuli cries in the baby carriage. She looks 
at the relaxed young couple, and her heart filled 
with jealousy. She stopped near her mother’s 
house and gave the happy little family direc-
tions on how to reach their destination. 

“The grass is always greener on the other 
side,” she tried to console herself as she entered 
the house with her children. 

Is it possible that she and Yonasan also look 
like a successful young couple to casual ob-
servers? Maybe no one suspects that they’re 
having problems? 

In other words, maybe no one suspected 
that the two of them had any problems until 
Yonasan touched his beard… Now, everyone 
surely wondered what was happening to the 
young Koren family.

Why didn’t these thoughts about “the 
thoughts of others” just leave her alone? Why 
was it really so important to her what people 
think of her? Why isn’t she able to bear the 
thought that someone might think that she’s 
not so…perfect?

It turns out that the need to satisfy everyone 
has accompanied her since her childhood. She 
recalls those days long ago when she stopped 
a large truck near the small stone house and 
unloaded the contents from her old home on 
the kibbutz. ■

To be continued…

,,   Yonasan claims that she was 
stressed. There is truth to his 

words. When he acts so childish 
and irresponsible, the entire 

burden falls upon her. 
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Mador kids

KOSHER WINE FOR PESACH?
A poor teacher lived in Prague. He went 

around to towns and villages and taught 
Torah. His dream was to marry off his 
daughter to a talmid chacham and support 
his family honorably.

After making his lengthy teaching 
rounds, he looked at the amount he had 
earned and was pleased. “Pesach is coming 
and when I get home, I will make my wife 
and children happy with new clothes and 
food for Yom Tov.”

He set out for his hometown of Prague 
when he suddenly noticed a wine mer-
chant.

“Are you going to Prague?” he asked the 
merchant who was standing near his con-
voy of wagons.

“Yes indeed. On my wagons I have bar-
rels of fine wine for Pesach which I plan on 
selling there,” said the merchant proudly.

“How nice! I also need to get to Prague. 
Perhaps you will take me along with you 
and in exchange, I will supervise the 
kashrus of the wine?”

The merchant agreed, to the delight of 
the teacher, for this way, he would be able 
to save on traveling expenses. 

The convoy set out.

Erev Shabbos, the merchant stopped 
near a Jewish inn. All the wagon drivers, 
who were Jewish, entered the inn to spend 
Shabbos there.

The teacher looked at the money he had 
earned over the years and wondered where 
to put his wallet for safekeeping.

“Maybe I should entrust it with the inn-
keeper,” he thought, but nixed that idea. 
“It’s not good to rely on anyone. I am better 
off hiding the wallet among the barrels of 
wine; nobody will notice it.”

He looked this way and that and seeing 
no one around, he hid the wallet among 
the barrels in the wagon that only he and 
the merchant had traveled on. Then he 
went into the inn lightheartedly to spend 
Shabbos.

When Shabbos was over and they had 
recited Havdala, the teacher ran off to the 
wagon to get his money. 

“Oh no! The wallet is gone!” he shrieked. 
He turned white and nearly collapsed.

“It seems the merchant noticed the 
money and did not withstand the test,” he 
thought in anguish.

Kids Corner
STORY TIME



He wanted to go into the inn where the 
merchant still was, and yell, but he held 
himself back. Yelling wouldn’t help; he 
needed to act wisely.

The teacher entered the inn and told 
the merchant he wanted to speak to him 
privately.

The merchant, who was sipping tea, said 
in annoyance, “Can’t you wait until I finish 
my tea?”

The teacher did not respond. He just 
waited impatiently as the merchant slowly 
drank cup after cup.

Then he finally agreed to go and speak 
to the teacher.

“Give me back my money,” said the 
teacher with tears choking his voice. “I put 
together coin after coin in order to marry 
off my daughter and support my family. I 
worked for years. Have mercy!”

The merchant put on an innocent face. 

“What do you want from me? I 
don’t know what you are 
talking about.”

“Please return my money! I demand that 
you give it back to me!”

The merchant’s face turned red in anger.

“How dare you accuse me of being a 
thief? Are you not ashamed? If you don’t 
stop this nonsense, I will leave you here,” 
he threatened.

Then the merchant said in a generous 
spirit, “Here is a gold coin. When we get 
to Prague I will try to help you raise some 
funds to marry off your daughter.

The teacher saw that the situation was 
hopeless.  He got on the wagon, sat among 
the barrels of wine and prayed that Hashem 
help him.

When they arrived in Prague, he went 
straight to the rav. The rav, who knew him, 
asked, “What happened?” when he noticed 
the teacher’s sad face.

The teacher told him what happened. The 
rav thought for a while and then came up 
with an idea. “Wait here,” he said. “The mer-
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off my daughter and support my family. I
worked for years. Have mercy!”

TheThe mmererchchana tt puputt onon aan n ininnonoccentnt fface. 

“What do you want from me? I
don’t know what you are 
tatalklkining g ababouout.t.”

The teacher told him what happened. The 
rav thought for a while and then came upp
wiwithth aann idideaea. “W“W iaitt hehere,”” hhe said. “The mer-
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chant is going to come and ask me for a 
hechsher for the wine so people will buy 
it from him. In the meantime, go inside 
and the Rebbetzin will give you something 
to eat.

A short while later, there was a knock 
at the door. It was the merchant who had 
come for a kashrus certificate. The mer-
chant knew that the people of Prague relied 
on the kashrus of the local rav which is why 
he had to have the rav’s approval. Other-
wise, he had brought the many barrels of 
wine for nothing.

He greeted the rav and said, “Here is 
money for maos chittim,” as he placed a 
bag of coins on the table.

“The rav surely remembers me from pre-
vious years. This year too, I have brought 
kosher wine and this time, I even had a 
mashgiach with me, the teacher. Surely you 
will give me a kashrus seal.”

The rav looked at him and said, “This 
year, there is a problem with the wine.”

“What do you mean?” asked the fright-
ened merchant.

“Your mashgiach says that he hid a wal-
let with money among the barrels and the 
wallet disappeared.”

“Does the rav think that I am the thief?” 
shouted the merchant.

“I didn’t say that … but if you are not the 
one who took it, or, better put, borrowed it, 
then someone else was on that wagon. It is 
likely to have been a non-Jew. If a goy was 
among your barrels, then the wine is not 
only not kosher for Pesach; it is not kosher 
at all. It could be yayin nesech. If it was a 
Jew who stole the money on Shabbos, then 

he desecrated the Shabbos and then too, 
if he touched the wine, it is yayin nesech.”

The merchant, who was in quite a pickle, 
realized it was better for him to return the 
money that he stole and not lose all his 
merchandise.

“Rabbi, give me a way to do teshuva … I 
did not withstand the temptation … I took 
the money. I promise that it was before 
Shabbos began. I will return all the money 
and please give me a kashrus certificate.”

The merchant took the wallet out of his 
pocket and put it on the table, but the rav 
wasn’t quick to accept the situation. 

“Maybe you are just saying that because 
you would rather return the money than 
lose all your merchandise. How can I know 
that you were the thief?”

The merchant began pleaded and crying.

“Please believe me … This merchandise 
is worth a fortune. I sinned … Please tell 
me how to repent.”

The rav gave him a piercing look and 
said, “If you take the poor teacher as your 
partner and give him half the profit, that 
will be your teshuva. That is how you will 
appease him for the aggravation you caused 
him and it will be a merit for you to help 
him marry off his daughter to a talmid 
chacham.

“I will do what you say,” said the mer-
chant.

That is when the rav called in the teacher 
and gave him his wallet and even arranged 
a contract for the partnership between the 
merchant and the teacher.

The teacher was thrilled and went home 
to celebrate Pesach in a beautiful way. ■



1 • Mission in Korea
My name is Sholom 

(Sheldon) Baer.

As a young child, I did not 
fit in well in any framework.

Naturally, this led to friction 
in my studies and with my 

teachers and Rabbis. This led 
me to dislike Yiddishkeit. My 

observance of Mitzvos became 
less, and my warm feeling for 

Yiddishkeit cooled down.

I was born in 1940 in 
the East New York 

neighborhood of Brooklyn.

My parents and 
grandparents, who were 
Torah observant, were 

very worried.

What will be 
with Sholom?

Rabbi, do you 
have any advice? It was shortly 

after the passing 
of the Rebbe 

Rayatz.

The Chabad community was 
shaken by their loss, one of the 

greatest Rabbis of modern times.

Maybe you should go meet 
with the Rebbe, he will 

surely give you good advice!



We have no idea what 
to do!

The Rebbe smiled and 
said he would ask me 

three questions.

Are you a good boy?

Do you listen to 
your mother?

Do you like 
school?

No! No! No!

After she finished crying and expressing 
her fears for my future, the Rebbe 
turned to me and motioned with his 
finger that I should approach him.

My son was thrown out of 
the local yeshiva. We are at a 

complete loss!

I was ready to hear the 
same speech; you are 
worthless, you do not 

obey, you have no interest 
in learning.

When I entered the Rebbe’s 
office, he sat behind the desk, 

and I stood in front of the desk, 
to his right.


